GARDE NS OF THE

British Isles
A Cruise from London to Portsmouth
With guest speaker
Nita-Jo Rountree | EDUCATOR & LANDSCAPE DESIGNER
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Aboard the Deluxe Le Dumont d’Ur ville
May 5-13, 2020
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A Quintessential Collection™ Cruise

White Cliffs of Dover

Dear Traveler,
The British Isles in springtime are among the most lovely, verdant places on earth,
and this voyage is designed to showcase some of the best they have to offer. As we
sail from the famous White Cliffs of Dover, along the English Channel around the tip
of Cornwall to county Cork in Ireland and then back to southern England, we will
encounter remarkable gardens in nearly every port we visit.
Our first special engagement occurs before we even step foot aboard ship. Preembarkation, spend the day at Kew Gardens, London’s largest UNESCO World Heritage
site with the most diverse collection of living plants in the world. After our visit, we
will be transferred to the pier to board to Le Dumont-d’Urville, our brand-new, five-star
vessel that hosts no more than 184 guests. Throughout the cruise, daily excursions will
take us to the Great Dixter House and Gardens in East Sussex; Osborne House on the
Isle of Wight; Tresco Abbey Gardens on the Isles of Scilly; Hillside Gardens near Cork;
and the stunning Compton Acres in the heart of Poole.
Our timing in the region could not be more perfect. Riots of tulips, pockets of primroses,
wild daffodils, bushy rhododendrons, magnolias, camellias, fruit ready to burst into
flower—a kaleidoscope of color and fragrance will greet us at each destination. One
particular highlight will be Compton Acres’ traditional wooden tea house in its Japanese
Garden, which is clad in delicate wisteria only during the month of May.
This voyage is truly a horticulturalist’s dream. Join Bellevue Botanical Garden Society
and fellow garden enthusiasts on an enlivening journey!
Sincerely,

Nita-Jo Rountree

Front cover: Kew Gardens
Back cover: London

GUEST SPEAKER
Nita-Jo Rountree is a speaker, educator, and landscape
designer. She is a lifetime Georgia Master Gardener and
former owner of LeGrand Gardens, a landscape design and
installation company in Atlanta, Georgia. She currently
serves on the board of directors of the Bellevue Botanical
Garden Society, is a member of the Heronswood Garden
Steering Committee, and serves on the advisory board
of the Northwest Horticultural Society, of which she
is a former president. Nita-Jo is a frequent speaker at
the Northwest Flower & Garden Show, garden centers,
and garden clubs. Additionally, she is a frequent guest and
substitute host on Gardening with Ciscoe, in Seattle, Washington. Her personal
garden was featured on the HGTV television show Gardening by the Yard and
in the Pacific Northwest Magazine section of the Sunday Seattle Times. Also,
she is a member of Great Garden Speakers, the Garden Writers Association,
the American Rose Society, and numerous regional nonprofit horticultural
organizations. Her book, Growing Roses in the Pacific Northwest, published by
Sasquatch Books, was released in 2017.
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Tuesday, May 5, 2020
LONDON, ENGLAND, UNITED KINGDOM
Arrive in London and transfer to your deluxe
hotel for an overnight stay. Gather with fellow
travelers this evening for a welcome reception
and introduction to the program ahead. (R)
Wednesday, May 6
LONDON | EMBARK
After breakfast at the hotel, we travel a few
miles up the Thames to Kew Gardens, a
UNESCO World Heritage site and one of the
world’s leading botanical research institutions.
Enjoy a guided tour and free time to explore
this marvelous collection before transfering to
the pier in late afternoon to embark Le Dumontd’Urville and set sail. (B,L,D)
Thursday, May 7
DOVER
From Dover we travel through beautiful
countryside to East Sussex and Great Dixter
House and Gardens—a place of pilgrimage
for horticulturists from across the world.
Great Dixter was home to Christopher Lloyd,
pioneering author for over 40 years writing
both books and articles focusing mainly on
color in the garden. The garden today reflects
his influential legacy. During our time at Great
Dixter, we will enjoy guided tours of both the
house and gardens. (B,L,D)
Friday, May 8
ISLE OF WIGHT
An independent kingdom in the 15th century,
the Isle of Wight so charmed Queen Victoria
that after her first visit she is quoted as saying “It
is impossible to imagine a prettier spot.” Queen
Victoria had Osborne House built as a summer
residence for the royal family in the mid-19th
century, and passed away there in 1901. Our
visit includes the house and gardens which
were designed by Prince Albert in the style of a
Renaissance Italian country villa. (B,L,D)
Saturday, May 9
SCILLY ISLANDS | TRESCO ABBEY GARDENS
The Isles of Scilly lie some 30 miles off the
southwest coast of Cornwall and are believed to

have been visited by the ancient Phoenicians.
From the port, we walk to the Tresco Abbey
Gardens. Because of the mild winter climate,
the long hours of summer sunshine, and the
high walls and hedges around the garden
protecting it from the Atlantic winds, the
garden is now home to exotic plants from all
over the world. (B,L,D)
Sunday, May 10
KINSALE, IRELAND
Today our morning excursion begins with a visit
to Hillside Gardens, a sprawling collection of
plantings situated on a steep slope overlooking
Cork Harbor and the Lee estuary. Vibrant colors
from rhododendrons, azaleas and camellias
abound in the early spring and are succeeded
by hydrangeas later in the season. The vistas
in the garden and the framing of the forest and
sea are true gardener’s delight. On our return
to Kinsale, enjoy a guided tour of Charles Fort.
Constructed in the early 1680s in honor of
King Charles II, the fort was in use until 1921.
Besieged in 1690 by the Duke of Marlborough
and destroyed in 1922 during the Civil War, it
reflects the turbulence of Ireland’s past. It was
declared a National Monument in 1973. (B,L,D)
Monday, May 11
DARTMOUTH, ENGLAND
Arrive in Dartmouth and enjoy a guided
morning walking tour of the town, including
a visit to the 14th-century castle perched on a
cliff above the harbor. After lunch on board, we
journey to Greenway House, where we explore
Agatha Christie’s holiday retreat on the banks
of the River Dart, now owned and maintained
by the National Trust. (B,L,D)
Tuesday, May 12
POOLE
After lunch on board, spend the afternoon at
Compton Acres, a large garden looking out
over Poole Harbor. The garden is the work of
Thomas William Simpson, who began to build
Compton Acres just after WWI. Simpson had a
vision of creating at Poole a garden comprising
a number of separate areas, each illustrating
a particular garden style from around the
world. Today the garden features 10 distinct
areas, including a Roman Garden, with a
miniature pool and grotto, an Italian Garden,
Canadian Woodland Walk, Indian Tropical
Valley, Egyptian Court, Spanish Water Garden,
Scottish Heather Dell, Garden of Memory and a
Japanese Garden. (B,L,D)
Wednesday, May 13
PORTSMOUTH | DISEMBARK
This morning transfer to London’s Heathrow
Airport for flights homeward. (B)

FOR RESERVATIONS, PLEASE CALL (425) 452-2750 OR EMAIL BBGSOFFICE@BELLEVUEBOTANICAL.ORG

PROGRAM INCLUSIONS
• 1 night in London at a deluxe hotel,
including breakfast
• Welcome cocktail reception at the hotel
• Pre-cruise tour of Kew Gardens in London, as
described in itinerary
• 7-night cruise aboard the deluxe
Le Dumont d’Urville
• Welcome and farewell cocktail receptions
aboard ship
• All meals aboard ship including early riser’s
coffee & pastry, breakfast, lunch, afternoon tea,
and dinner
• Captain’s gala dinner
• 24-hour room service
• Open bar aboard ship, including select wines
with lunch and dinner
• Shore excursions as described in itinerary
• Physician aboard ship
• Comprehensive pre-departure materials
• Baggage handling and airport transfers
abroad on the designated program arrival and
departure dates
• Port taxes and charges
• Wi-Fi onboard
• Gratuities to shipboard personnel, porters,
guides, and drivers
Not included
Airfare; airport taxes, visa and passport fees (if
applicable); luggage, cancellation, and accident
insurance; personal expenses such as laundry,
telephone calls, spa services and beverages other
than those specified above

Kew Gardens, London, England

WWW.BELLEVUEBOTANICAL.ORG

Tresco Abbey Gardens, Scilly Islands

LE DUMONT-D’URVILLE

The five-star Le Dumont-d’Urville is one in a
series of six new luxury vessels commissioned
by PONANT, making her maiden voyage in 2019.
The state-of-the-art ship is equipped with the
latest environmental preservation technology and
combines PONANT’s understated elegance with a
spirit of adventure. In keeping with our company
philosophy, Le Dumont-d’Urville is a small-capacity
ship—430 feet in length with just 92 staterooms and
a crew of 110—and features Blue Eye, the world’s
first multi-sensory underwater lounge.
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Single occupancy cabins are available; subject to availability. Please contact us.
10% of total fare is tax-deductible donation to the Bellevue Botanical Garden Society.

PRESTIGE STATEROOM

TERMS & CONDITIONS
Compagnie du PONANT, PONANT Group USA, LLC, and PONANT USA,
LLC are hereinafter collectively referred to as “PONANT GROUP”. Please
read carefully the following terms and conditions, which constitute
the sole, legally enforceable agreements between the passenger and
PONANT GROUP and the tour’s sponsoring organization.
PAYMENT SCHEDULE: In order to secure a booking, the guest is required
to pay 25% of total cruise price upon confirmation. The final 75% is due
no later than 90 days prior to departure.
CANCELLATION, MODIFICATION PENALTIES & REFUNDS: Ports and
excursions are subject to change. All cancellations or modifications
must be in writing. Any and all guests not reporting for departure
or prevented from reporting for departure or waiving for any reason
whatsoever the benefit of services included in the program cannot claim
any refund. PONANT GROUP shall not be required to refund any monies
to any guests who must leave the cruise prematurely for any reason, nor
shall PONANT GROUP be held responsible for any costs, fees, damages or
causes of action which result from the transportation expenses incurred
by guest’s early departure.
For any deposited or fully paid booking, cancellation penalties will be
assessed as noted below. These cancellation penalties are applicable on
all services booked with PONANT GROUP.
• From confirmation of booking date up to 91 days prior departure: 20%
of deposit
• 90-61 days prior departure: 50% of full fare
• Less than 60 days prior departure: 100% of full fare.
TRAVEL INSURANCE: Passengers shall be responsible for subscribing to
cancellation/luggage/assistance repatriation/medical insurance(s).
ITINERARY: PONANT GROUP reserves the right to withdraw and/or
cancel a sailing to make changes in the itinerary whenever, in its sole
judgment, or in the judgment of the vessel owner or operator, conditions
warrant it.
INDEPENDENT CONTRACTORS/LIMIT OF LIABILITY: The passenger
agrees that PONANT GROUP and Bellevue Botanical Garden Society acts
as agents and/or trustees for any person, ground and maritime agents
and subcontractors, who provide any service forming, or in connection
with, any part of the cruise. Transportation services to the port of
departure, transfers to the ship, including, as applicable, hotel room
and restaurant bookings or guided tours, are performed by independent
suppliers who are not employees of PONANT GROUP nor Bellevue
Botanical Garden Society. In this respect, PONANT GROUP and Bellevue
Botanical Garden Society acts only as an agents and shall not be held
liable for said services or for the acts or omissions of subcontractors
or other contractors. PONANT GROUP and Bellevue Botanical
Garden Society shall not be held liable for bodily injury to, or death
of passengers, or for loss of, or damage to luggage or other personal
belongings, unless it is proved that the carrier has infringed statutory
obligations or that it or one of its employees or agents has committed
gross negligence. However, in the event the liability of PONANT GROUP
and Bellevue Botanical Garden Society is incurred, such liability is
limited (details available upon request). PONANT GROUP and Bellevue

REGISTRATION

BBGS U060520

Enclosed is my check or credit card no. for
$______ (25% of cruise fare) 10% of which is
a tax-deductible donation to BBGS as a deposit
to hold ____ place(s) on: Gardens of the British
Isles. I understand that final payment is due ninety
(90) days prior to departure.
Please make check payable to Bellevue Botanical
Garden Society and mail to:
Bellevue Botanical Garden Society
P.O. Box 40536
Bellevue, WA 98015

Botanical Garden Society shall in any case not be liable for failure of an
improper performance when the same is due to or caused by the fault
of the passenger; the unforeseeable or unavoidable fault of a third party
unconnected with the provision of any services to be provided under the
contract; unusual and unforeseeable circumstances beyond the control
of PONANT GROUP and Bellevue Botanical Garden Society; an event of
“Force Majeure” such as a war, threat of war, riots, civil commotion, acts
of God, terrorist activities, natural and nuclear disaster, fire, technical
problems with transport, closure of ports, strikes and any industrial
action, or any other event beyond the control of PONANT GROUP or
Bellevue Botanical Garden Society.
RATES: The prices given at the time of booking are based on economic
conditions known on March 1, 2019 and are subject to change. These
conditions are, amongst others, the cost of transport and fuel, relevant
dues and taxes for the proposed operation (port taxes, embarkation and
disembarkation taxes, entrance costs to tourist sites), currency exchange
rates relevant to the pricing of these programs. PONANT GROUP reserves
the right within the legal limits of applicable laws to vary the prices
if necessary. All variation of the cost of transport, fuel, taxes, dues and
visa costs will be passed on within the voyage cost. Additionally, any
surcharge levied will be increased to include an amount to cover agent’s
commission. Any change in fare cannot be imposed less than 60 days
prior to departure. For the cruise-only rate, daily surcharge, if any, will be
calculated based on:
S= fuel variation* x daily consumption**
SHIP CAPACITY ***
(*): MGO FOB Rotterdam 0,1% in US$
(**): AUSTRAL, BOREAL, LYRIAL, SOLEAL: 20t.
THE PONANT EXPLORERS: 10t.
(***): AUSTRAL, BOREAL, SOLEAL, LYRIAL: 244 pax
THE PONANT EXPLORERS: 173 pax
JURISDICTION: These terms & conditions are subject to and interpreted
according to International regulations and concern the transportation of
passengers and their luggage from the time of boarding the ship to the
moment of disembarking, as well as at ports of departure, destination,
or stopover. PONANT GROUP shall incur no liability outside this period
of time. Without prejudice to required legal regulations, any actions
related either to the interpretation, or execution of this agreement shall
be brought before the competent courts of Marseille-France.
PONANT GROUP is not responsible for omissions, printing and/or
presentation errors and reserves the right to make corrections as required.
SHIPS’ REGISTRY: France
FL Seller of Travel Ref No ST37706
CA Seller of Travel Ref No 2120712-40
Photographs, all rights reserved: PONANT - François Lefebvre - Philip Plisson Filippo Vinardi - Shutterstock - Alamy. Non-contractual document and
photos. The photos used in this brochure are only possible experiences
and therefore cannot be guaranteed.

❏ Twin Beds ❏ King Bed
❏ Single Occupancy
❏ Share (cannot be guaranteed)

DR./MR./MRS./MS.

FIRST

LAST

DR./MR./MRS./MS.

FIRST

LAST

❏ AmEx ❏ Discover ❏ Visa ❏ MasterCard
ADDRESS

No.
Exp.
3- or 4-Digit Security Code

CITY/STATE/ZIP

Please select cabin category in order of
preference (1st, 2nd & 3rd choice):

TELEPHONE (DAY)

(EVENING)

Deluxe Stateroom - Deck 3
Prestige Stateroom - Deck 4
Prestige Stateroom - Deck 5
Prestige Stateroom - Deck 6
Deluxe Suite - Decks 3 - 4- 5 - 6

E-MAIL

Each participant must sign below:
I/We have read the “Terms & Conditions” section
and agree to its terms.

Prestige Suite - Deck 5
Prestige Suite - Deck 6
Privilege Suite - Decks 5 - 6

SIGNATURE

DATE

SIGNATURE

DATE

Grand Deluxe Suites - Decks 5 - 6
Owner’s Suite

For information and reser vations please contact us at
(425) 452-2750 or bbgsoffice@bellevuebotanical.org
www.bellevuebotanical.org

Aboard the Deluxe Le Dumont d’Urville
May 5-13, 2020
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