W

e are excited to co-host our first annual joint
symposium with Heronswood: Conversations with Eden: a look at humankind’s
historical association with the plant world.
To ensure the safety of everyone, our in-person day-long
event has been changed to a two-day “Cocktails and Coffee” Zoom webinar on Saturday afternoon, September 19
(cocktails) and Sunday morning, September 20 (coffee). You
can watch this event from the comfort of your favorite easy
chair! There will be a question and answer session after each
lecture.
The Symposium will feature a powerhouse cast of all-star
speakers:

Jamaica Kincaid

Peggy Cornett

Victoria Johnson

Kathryn Aalto

Jamaica Kincaid is professor
of African and African American studies at Harvard University. She has authored five
novels, five non-fiction books
(several of which are about
gardening), and countless
magazine articles for which she
has won numerous awards. As
recently as 2017, she won the
Dan David Prize in Literature.
Also, she holds Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters from
Brandies and Tufts Universities. Her love of gardening has
led her to go plant exploring
with Dan Hinkley, and she
based her book, Among the
Flowers: A Walk in the Himalaya, on one of their trips.
Peggy Cornett is the curator of plants at Monticello,
former home and garden of
Thomas Jefferson, where she
has worked for over thirty
years. She has degrees in English and Botany, and a master’s degree from the University of Delaware’s Longwood
Graduate Program. She lectures on garden history, writes
for gardening magazines and
professional journals, and is
an occasional guest on PBS.
She has received the Southern Garden History Society’s
Flora Ann Bynum Medal in
the garden history field, and
the Garden Club of America’s
Horticultural Commendation
for horticultural expertise. Her
lecture topic will be “Nature’s
Rich Mantle: Thomas Jefferson’s Vision of Elysium.”

Symposium

Victoria Johnson is an Associate Professor of Urban Policy and Planning at Hunter College in New York. Her book,
American Eden: David Hosack, Botany, and Medicine in the
Garden of the Early Republic, was published in 2018 and was
nominated for the National Book Award for Nonfiction, Pulitzer Prize for History, and the LA Times Book Prize. David
Hosack was born in 1769. He had learned the importance
of plant-based medicines from his medical studies, but he
thought of them as supplies from druggists and apothecaries.
After touring one of his professor’s gardens, he glimpsed a
world in which garden rakes could unlock the saving power
of nature. He resolved to learn everything he could about
plants and to create the first botanical garden in America.
Victoria’s lecture topic will be centered around her book.
Kathryn Aalto is an American landscape historian, garden
designer, university lecturer, preservation consultant, and
bestselling author who lives in Exeter, England. She has an
M.A. in Garden History and an M.A. in Creative Nonfiction.
She also has a diploma in Garden Design from the London
College of Garden Design and a B.A. in English from the
University of California, Berkeley. Her third book, Writing
Wild: Women, Poets, Ramblers, and Mavericks Who Shaped the
Way We See the Natural World, celebrates the contributions
of overlooked, classic, and new nature writers. It has just
been published by Timber Press and will be the topic of her
lecture.
The Bellevue Botanical Garden Society and Heronswood
need your support now more than ever. The symposium is
a wonderful way for you to contribute to these iconic Gardens.

Conversations with Eden
Saturday, Sept. 19, 3-6pm & Sunday, Sept. 20, 9-11:50am
BBGS and Heronswood Members: $60; non-members $75
Visit our website for details and registration information:
bellevuebotanical.org/webinars
The webinar will be recorded and all registrants will receive
the recording the next business day.

