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Are you thinking about planning ahead for enter-
taining in your garden in the warmer months? 
Spring presents the perfect opportunity to update 
your outdoor space. By having your friends and 

family over to enjoy luxuriating in your garden, you’ll be 
forced to take some time off from weeding! Here are some ex-
amples and tips on how to create your own outdoor Xanadu.
   When long-time BBGS board member and former co-
president, Denise Lane, decided to change her pickleball 

court into a 
garden and 
entertainment 
space, she 
installed 
an outdoor 
kitchen 
complete 
with grill, 
refrigerator, 
sink, and counter. But not 
all of us have the space 
for an outdoor kitchen. A 
simple grill and a location 
close to the kitchen inside 
your house will work.
   Next, create a sense of 
enclosure. Fences, hedges, 
and/or trellises with 
vines growing on them 
work well. Denise has a 
trellis covered with Star 
Jasmine, Trachelospermum 

jasminoides. The glossy evergreen foliage covers itself with 
powerfully fragrant star-shaped white flowers from late spring 
into summer. Sue Tong’s garden in Seattle is sunken, so her 
entertainment area is naturally enclosed. Even a pretty market 
umbrella can give a feeling of privacy.
   For an evergreen privacy hedge, the most popular plant 
that’s used in the Pacific Northwest is American Arborvitae 
EMERALD, Thuja occidentalis ‘Smaragd’, reaching a height 
of twelve to fourteen feet with a spread of three to four feet 

in fifteen years. 
Another choice 
is a conifer that 
possesses a grace-
ful, consistently 
symmetrical form, 
Cryptomeria ja-
ponica ‘Yoshino’. It 
grows rapidly to 
twenty feet high 
and ten feet wide. 
If you prefer a 
hedge that pro-
duces beautiful 
flowers from fall 
to early winter, 
select Camellia sa-
sanqua ‘Jean May’ 
with pink flowers, 
or ‘Setsugekka’ 

Sue Tong's terrace. Photo by Sue Tong.

Designing Your Garden for 
Summer Entertaining By Nita-Jo Rountree

Denise Lane's outdoor entertainment area. Photo by Roel Allers.
Containers add vibrancy to your outdoor space. Shown  
is Rosa 'Braveheart'. Photo by Nita-Jo Rountree

Dahlia ‘Riverdance’
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that produces fra-
grant white flow-
ers. Both have 
glossy evergreen 
leaves and grow 
eight to ten feet 
tall and wide. You 
can also create a 
hedgerow using a 
mixture of these 

shrubs; they all grow in full sun 
to part shade. Each of these 
plants is a Great Plant Pick.
   Invest in quality, comfort-
able furniture—preferably light 
weight so that you can easily 
move it around for different 
occasions. Using muted colors 
like grey and natural tones add 
an element of sophistication to your outdoor living area, but 
more people are using pops of vibrant color, injecting a little 
excitement. 
   The sound of water brings about a feeling a calm. You can 
make a simple water feature with a pot filled with water spill-
ing over the edge into a pool by means of a recirculating pump 
that creates a peaceful sound, or you can build a larger water-
fall cascading into a fish pond. Sue has architectural columns 
designed by local artists Little and Lewis that gently overflow 
with water. Denise has a wall fountain in the shape of a Greek 
god’s face that musically dribbles water from his mouth into a 
basin. 

   Include colorful container gardens close 
to your seating area. They add vibrancy 
and create conversation pieces, especially if 
they are planted with fragrant plants such 
as lavender, Lavandula ‘Phenomenal’, small 
growing roses like Rosa ‘Braveheart’, and 
Gardenia ‘Frost Proof ’.
   Extend the length of time you can use 
your entertaining space by introducing ways 
of keeping warm on cooler days and lighting 
up dark evenings. Denise and Sue have natu-
ral gas firepits, but there are also many heat-
ers and portable firepits available. Torches, 
candles, draped bulb strings, and lanterns 
provide easy ways to light up the night.
   Most importantly, surround your enter-
taining area with a lush, beautiful garden. 
By using seasonal plants with contrasting 
textures and forms and skillfully using artis-
tic color combinations, both Denise’s and 
Sue’s guests are drawn to venture out onto 

the pathways to explore. Denise has added a tropical flair with 
a ten foot high hardy red banana tree, Musa sikkimensis, and a 
nine foot high rice paper plant, Tetrapanax papyrifer ‘Steroidal 
Giant’ that has gargantuan leaves—a plant that has become 
hugely popular in the Pacific Northwest. She’s added to that 
dazzling red color with the flowers of Dahlia ‘Riverdance’. She 
also has an expansive, verdant lawn as an evergreen backdrop 
that not only complements the plantings, but also provides a 
place to set up more tables and chairs for large parties. And 
yes, Denise waters her grass!
   By adding an entertainment area to your garden, you’ll never 
want to leave.

Containers add vibrancy to your outdoor space. Shown  
is Rosa 'Braveheart'. Photo by Nita-Jo Rountree

A water feature adds a peaceful sound to your outdoor space. Photo by  
Nita-Jo Rountree.

Denise Lane's expansive, verdant lawn. Photo by Roel Allers.

Dahlia ‘Riverdance’
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Super Flimmer’ naturally lights up shady areas and 
produces vivid color themes. Think of random smatters 
of gold, melded with chiseled evergreen hues amidst a 
host of new spring growth and profuse bursts of fragrant, 

purple blooms dotted with reddish freckles that just pop. ‘Super 
Flimmer’s’ furled foliage is known for its signature, dark-green, 
leathery leaves pummeled with joyous splashes of yellow. Its showy, 
trumpet-shaped blooms appear in late spring or early summer, 
depending on the weather, and attracts waves of pollinators 
through its generous, heaping nature.
   Rhodies and azaleas belong to the genus Rhododendron, which 
has over one thousand species. Their proliferous blooms, textured 
foliage and structure provide ample seasonal interest in a variety of 
spaces, from containers to woodlands and habitats high in elevation 
to tropical jungles. They are often used as hedges or privacy 

borders and may be found in rock gardens or woodland areas. However, there are some notable differences.
   Although azaleas belong to this genus, they occupy only two of the eight subcategories. Typically, rhodies are larger in habit and 
leaf size (with leathery leaves), while azaleas are smaller. Additionally, azaleas have five stamens (compared to the ten on rhody 
blooms) and have a wider range in North America because they exist in evergreen and deciduous forms. 
   In the Pacific Northwest, rhododendrons grow well in filtered to full sun. They prefer well-drained acidic soils and love 
ericaceous loam-based fertilizers/composts. A generous layer of mulch should be used to retain water through colder months and 
insulate the root base. Rhododendrons such as 'Super Flimmer' almost never reach their maximum height and spread, because 
most of the common larger varieties will get house-sized if given a century. However, two twelve-year-old rhodies at the Bellevue 
Botanical Garden are roughly six feet by five feet. 
   ‘Super Flimmer’ is at its best when paired properly. Companion plants include over seventy specimens such as Cardiocrinum, 
Erythronium, Iris, Lilium, Narcissus, Syringa, and Zenobia. For a woodland vibe, pair with Pieris japonica or the American 
Dogwood (Cornus sericea), or a deep evergreen such as Acorus gramineus for dramatic color themes.
   You can see ‘Super Flimmer’ in Rhododendron Glen at the Bellevue Botanical Garden. 

Join Dan Hinkley and Bellevue Botanical Garden 
hosts for a very special day in Kingston and Indianola 
on the Kitsap Peninsula. You will provide your own 
transportation to Heronswood where the tour will 

By Alex Wright

begin. Heronswood is the world-renowned garden 
founded by Dan Hinkley and Robert Jones, 
known for its vast inventory of rare and unusual 
trees, shrubs, vines, and perennials. Now under 
the ownership of the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe 
and under the direction of Hinkley, Heronswood 
celebrates the diversity of cultures in the Pacific 
Northwest, showcasing the magic and majesty of 
botanical treasures from around the world.
   After lunch at Heronswood, we will visit 
Windcliff, the exotic, private garden of Hinkley and 
Jones. Windcliff sits high on a bluff overlooking 
the Puget Sound, with a picture-perfect view of 
Mount Rainier in the distance. There will be an 
opportunity to purchase plants.

Featured Plant: Rhododendron 
'Super Flimmer' By JG Federman.  
Photo courtesy of BBG Collection

Tour Heronswood  
and Windcliff 
Words & Photo by Nita-Jo Rountree Thursday, May 30, 2019, 10am-3pm

$70 BBGS members; $90 not-yet members  
($35 of the registration fee is a donation  

to support Heronswood Garden)              
Buy tickets at www.bellevuebotanical.org
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By Ciscoe Morris

I love hardy Fuchsias, but I don't 
know much about how to care for 
them. Do the ones with smaller 
flowers require different care than 
the larger flowering types? What  
are some of your favorite varieties?

A: I love the living tweetle out of hardy fuchsias and can't 
plant enough of them in my garden. Who can resist such spec-
tacular, yet easy-to-grow shrubs? They bloom non-stop from 
late-May until well after Thanksgiving with colorful flowers 
that drive hungry hummingbirds absolutely ga ga! 
   The hardy fuchsias with the small flowers are referred to as 
ladies’ eardrops because the narrow (one-and-a-half inch long) 
bi-colored flowers resemble little jeweled earrings. These hy-
brids of Fuchsia magellanica, native to Chile and Argentina, 
are the hardiest and easiest to grow. They come in a wide 
variety of flower colors. The blossoms are small but they are 
so numerous, the overall display is dazzling. Although most 
varieties have red and purple flowers, 'Hawkshead' is covered 
in blossoms of pure white, while the blooms of 'Peppermint 
Stick' are streaked with red and purple. There are varieties with 
colored foliage as well. ‘Aurea’, has golden foliage and bright 
red flowers, while ‘Tricolor' sports, gray-green leaves edged 
in cream to pink with red and purple flowers. Smaller bloom-
ing fuchsias are quite drought-tolerant once established. Plant 
them in a sunny location away from hot reflected sunshine and 
feed them with organic flower food in early April to keep them 
blooming all summer long. The eardrop varieties will grow 
quite tall if they aren't pruned, but it's better to cut them back 
a couple of inches from the ground every spring, to prevent 
crowded twiggy growth. Plus, if you don’t prune, eventually 
the flowers appear only at the end of the taller branches. 
   The showiest hardy fuchsias, however, are the ones with the 

bigger blossoms. 
One of the best 
is definitely 'Mrs. 
Popple'. Com-
pletely hardy in 
the Puget Sound 
region, this shrub 
can reach over four 
feet tall and wide 
and is covered 
with inch-wide 
flowers: bright red 
sepals and violet-
purple tubes. Just 
as gorgeous, with 
equally large red 
and dark purple 
flowers, is 'Lady 
Boothby'. It grows 

more like a vine and can 
reach fourteen feet tall if the 
stems don't freeze back in 
winter. If you’re into red, 
'Cardinal' produces masses 
of inch-wide, fiery crimson 
blossoms that humming-
birds find irresistible. Final-
ly, perhaps the showiest har-
dy fuchsia is ‘Double Otto'. 
The two-inch wide, double 
flowers feature deeply flared 
scarlet sepals with double, 
dark purple corollas. This 
one is slightly tender, so mulch heavy over the base in fall. 
Plant ‘Double Otto’ for its outrageous beauty rather than to 
attract hummingbirds. As is often the case in the breeding 
process, the nectar producing parts were sacrificed to achieve 

multiple petals. To keep these larger flowering fuchsias bloom-
ing well into November, fertilize with a mix of organic flower 
food and alfalfa meal every six weeks beginning in early April 
and make sure the soil stays moist at all times. These gorgeous 
shrubs bloom and look the best if you cut the stems down to 
new growth when it appears near the base in early spring.
   You will find hardy fuchsias at your local nursery from mid-
spring into summer. Also keep an eye on the Northwest Fuch-
sia Society (www.nwfuchsiasociety.com ) events. Their eastside 
show and sale is coming up on Saturday, May 4, 2019, 10am 
to 3pm, at the Bellevue Botanical Garden. 
   Warning! Larger flowering hardy fuchsia flowers make great 
additions in cut flower displays, but wear a thick hat when you 
take cuttings. Hummingbirds have been known to dive bomb 
anyone they suspect is stealing their cherished flowers.

Do you have a question for Ciscoe? Send it to askciscoe@
bellevuebotanical.org. Please keep in mind that Ciscoe cannot 
personally answer questions, but he might select your question 
to appear in a future issue of The Buzz!

Ask Ciscoe!
By Ciscoe Morris

Fuchsia magellanica 'Hawkshead'. Photo by Richie Steffen..

Fuchsia magellanica 'Lady Boothby'. Photo by Nita-Jo Rountree.

Q
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Like virtually everything else about Bellevue Botani-
cal Garden, the Living Lab program has thrived and 
grown with every passing year. This spring it will be 
twenty-five years old, much to the amazement and 

delight of those who have been involved from its inception in 
1994. 
   “Things have definitely changed,” says Kate Sorensen, now 
Education Program Manager, who was hired in 2011. “Today 
we serve many more children with more classes, teachers, ac-
tivities and space.”
   In the May 1994 newsletter that introduced the new “Chil-
dren’s Living Laboratory Series,” the Living Lab mission was 
first and foremost: “It is now time to focus our attention on 

the children of the community,” the article writer noted. “We 
can use the Garden to help young minds grow, to spark an 
interest that will provide these children with a lifetime of plea-
sure through gardening, and to foster in them a sense of envi-
ronmental stewardship.”
   Garden manager, Nancy Kartes, and Patricia Burgess, then 
program manager for the Water Conservation Demonstration 
Garden, launched Living Lab. All activities were held outdoors 
and led by volunteers. From the start, the free program was 
an overwhelming success. 480 children from eight elementary 
schools were scheduled to come to the Garden that first May 
and June, according to the newsletter, and many more were on 
the Living Lab waiting list.
   When Living Lab begins this year, about 2,600 children 
from grades kindergarten through five will participate. There 
is a ten-week spring session and a five-week fall session. Both 
operate four days per week. In addition to activities outside, 
classes now use the Aaron Education Center with overflow to 
the Tateuchi when it is available for Living Lab use. “I love to 
teach in the Tateuchi because we are right in the Garden,” says 
teacher Angela DiLorenzo.
   Today, it takes seven paid teachers to manage a program of 
this size, complexity and popularity. “We don’t even have to 
advertise Liv-
ing Lab to the 
schools any-
more,” Kate 
notes. “It’s all 
word of mouth. 
People sign up 
on-line and the 
sessions fill with-
in forty-eight 
hours.”
   The Living 
Lab team also 
works closely with public schools to keep the curriculum at 
the Garden aligned with the science curriculum in the schools. 
“For example, ‘Pollination’ used to be taught in first grade. 
Now it is taught in second grade,” Kate says. “These changes 
in the schools also change what we offer.”
   One aspect of the program that has not changed over the 
years is the enthusiasm of the children who participate—it has 
always been over-the-top. “In the early days of Living Lab, 
class leaders would show the children a picture of Cal and 
Harriet Shorts and tell them that they donated their home and 
land to the city,” recalls Carol Todd, who began working with 
Living Lab in 1994. “One day, Cal Shorts was on the lawn 
walking by our group. The children spied him and broke into 
spontaneous applause that a rock star would appreciate. To 
them he was a star.” 
   The Shorts were the real stars, of course, and Living Lab 
rocks on!A Living Lab field trip, circa 1994.

At Twenty-Five, Living  
Lab Rocks! By Wendy Leavitt

An early Living Lab photo. Barb Williams (right) was the  
program manager from 1999 to 2011.
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By Wendy Leavitt

We’re pleased to invite you to 
join a small group of twenty 
like-minded travelers and 
Bellevue Botanical Garden 

Society supporters on a rare voyage that 
combines the pleasures of cruising with some 
of the most beautiful and famous gardens of 
England, along with a stop in Kinsale, Ireland. 
British gardens are legendary, and this voyage 
is designed to showcase some of the best they 
have to offer—a horticulturalist’s dream!
   This amazing cruise is scheduled for May 
2020. Arrive in London and transfer to your 
deluxe hotel for a welcome reception and 
introduction to the program ahead. The next 
day, tour Kew Gardens, a UNESCO World 
Heritage site. Enjoy a guided tour and free 
time to explore before transferring to the pier 
to board the deluxe le Durmont-d’Urville, 
and set sail. Award-winning PONANT Yacht Cruises and 
Expeditions launched this brand new 150-passenger ship in 
2018. 
   Additional highlights of this all-inclusive cruise include 
a tour of both the fabulous house and garden of Great 
Dixter, the former home of the iconic horticultural author, 
Christopher Lloyd, and a tour of the world renowned Tresco 
Abbey Gardens located on the Isles of Scilly, some thirty miles 

off the southwest coast of Cornwall—and there’s much more!
   In addition to a marvelous cruise, you get a tax-deductible 
donation to the Bellevue Botanical Garden Society for 10% of 
the total cost of the tour. 
   When the brochure arrives in your mailbox, don’t mistake 
if for just another tour. This is one of the most exciting tour 
opportunities of all, and it benefits the Bellevue Botanical 
Garden Society!

Bellevue Botanical Garden docents lead tours of 
the Garden and share interesting information about 
the Garden and its history with our many visitors. 
   The next docent training class will begin on April 
4 and will meet for seven consecutive Thursdays in 
April and May, 9:30am to 12pm. 
   You will learn about our Garden’s history and 
plants, meet some of the dedicated people who 
make the Garden such a great place, and learn and 
practice techniques for leading tours. 
   We ask that you make a two-year commitment to 
the docent program. 
   If you are ready to join our team and excited to 
go through our docent program, please contact 
Cynthia Welte, Volunteer Program Coordinator,  
at cwelte@bellevuewa.gov or 425-452-6826. 

Photo by Anita White

Come Cruise with Us!
By Nita-Jo Rountree. Photo courtesy of PONANT.

Become a Docent!
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Each year Garden Manager Nancy Kartes and 
Curator Alex Wright lead a team of experts, garden 
partners and staff to evaluate a different section 
of the Garden. Last year it was the Yao Garden, 

next year it will be Rhododendron Glen, and this year it's the 
Native Discovery Garden. In 2018, Nancy, Alex, and Garden 
staff worked with the Washington Native Plant Society and the 
East Lake Washington District of Garden Clubs to carefully 
observe the Native Discovery Garden in all seasons. This 
year, with assistance from a $25,000 grant from the King 
Conservation District, they will translate those observations 

into a more attractive and inviting garden. 
The Native Discovery Garden is closed 
while this work is underway. The projected 
grand re-opening is Mother’s Day, May 12, 
2019.
   Initially added to the Garden in 1999, and 
redesigned in 2007, the Native Discovery 
Garden is a transition garden between the 
forest and our core gardens. For the Native 
Discovery Garden upgrade, “right plant, 
right place” concepts were used to create 
year-round interest.
   Alex points out, "Not every native plant 
is a native garden plant. Some spread 
aggressively, some look messy, some are 
uninteresting, and some, like the commonly 
planted evergreen huckleberry, are very picky 
about where they’ll thrive. The point of the 
Native Discovery Garden is to introduce the 
public to the wide variety of native plants 
that look just as good next to your front 
door as they do in the wild.”
   In January 2019, paths and beds were 

improved. Then the planting began! Hundreds of native 
plants will be planted in time for Native Plant Appreciation 
Week at the end of April. Then every plant will be tagged and 
catalogued, so you’ll be able to find and learn about them on 
our website, as well as through our Tap or Scan bed markers in 
the Garden.
   Some of the changes you will notice when you visit the 
Native Discovery Garden are updated signage, improved 
access, three new tribute benches, planters, and a wide variety 
of new and colorful plants. Some of our favorites are:
• Ribes x gordonianum, a spectacular hybrid between red-

flowering currant and golden currant, with 
showy, fragrant flowers which age from 
yellow to red.
• Arnica, a genus of cheerful yellow 
daisies, which are adaptable to a wide range 
of growing conditions.
• Sidalcea hendersonii, a perennial 
relative of hollyhocks with deep pink 
flowers.
• Cupressus nootkatensis ‘Green Arrow’, 
a narrow form of the Yellow Cedar, will 
be donated by the East Lake Washington 
District of Garden Clubs to commemorate 
Arbor Day 2019.

   Please join us in May to see our new 
and improved Native Discovery Garden. 
Watch for an email announcement about the 
opening date. It's well worth the visit!

Revisiting the Native Discovery 
Garden by Sue Johnson, Nancy Kartes & Alex Wright

"Owl's Glare," a sculpture by David Maritz, is a favorite feature in the Native Discovery Garden

Arnica is one of several new plants in the reimagined Native Discovery Garden. Photo © Algirdas 
Gelazius|Dreamstime.com
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A quarter century ago, as an incipient “hort head” (one 
who inhabits the sweet spot where “plant nerd” and 
“plant snob” intersect), I reverentially picked up my 
first Heronswood catalog. Enraptured, I thumbed 

through the 1995 volume until pausing, electrified by Dan 
Hinkley’s description of the Chinese wax shrub, Sinocalycanthus 
chinensis: “Extremely rare...bearing beautiful, double, creamy 
white flowers for four weeks in late spring. The most exciting 
new plant to Western cultivation since Davidia involucrata.” After 
struggling to control my hyperventilation, I blanched when I saw 
the price: $35. At the time that lofty amount was beyond the 
pale, so I banished it from my mind.
   A few years later, ambling through a neighborhood plant sale, 
I gasped when stumbling upon the little beauty in a four-inch 
pot. The Heronswood label was still attached, but the price had 
dropped to $10, so I snapped it up, planted it in a shady spot, 
and promptly forgot about it. Then, right around July 4, 2005, 
kaboom! It bloomed in my garden for the first time and in a 
flash, I understood the hype. Curious, I consulted that year’s 
Heronswood catalog to see that Sir Hinkley’s description had 
evolved: “From virtual obscurity, this rare species, new to science, 
has made its debut in western horticulture on a fast track to 
popularity in less than twenty years.” Really? Why is it not more 
widely seen? It’s fully hardy, easy to grow, deer resistant, attractive 
in three seasons, and doesn’t self-sow. Yet, where is it? Who sells 
it? This mystery cried out for resolution.

   Digging 
around, 
I learned 
that the 
shrub, first 
identified in 
1963, is now 
classified as 
Calycanthus 
chinensis, 
joining the 
genus with 
three North 
American 
species. The 
botanical 
name 
informs 
that calyx 
(bud casing) 
and anthers 
(flower) are 
the same 
color. What 
a boring 
taxonomic 

The Heronswood catalog from 1997.

Sinocalycanthus  
chinensis 

Words & Photo By Daniel Sparler

choice, thought I, until further research admonished that 
my arms are too short to box with God (apologies to James 
Weldon Johnson): Linnaeus himself coined Calycanthus in 
1759 in reference to C. floridus. In their own small family, 
Calycanthaceae, the so-called sweetshrubs or spicebushes, 
are among the oldest extant flowering trees. Now rare in the 
wild, C. chinensis is native to the hills of Zhejiang Province 
on the East China Sea. The Shanghai Botanical Garden 
first distributed seeds to several leading public gardens and 
arboreta in North America and Europe around 1980.
   I recently queried Hinkley about why C. chinensis hasn’t 
caught on with the gardening public. He opined that its 
lack of fragrance (despite the large, gorgeous, architecturally 
fascinating blossoms) and tendency for some flowers to 
develop black blemishes are likely to blame. Nevertheless, the 
Chinese wax shrub has established its worth as one parent 
(crossed with C. floridus or its California-native sibling 
C. occidentalis) of the fragrant if not flamboyant cultivars 
‘Hartlage Wine,’ ‘Venus’ and ‘Aphrodite.’ As for me, I still 
treasure the discreet C. chinensis. 
   If you, too, wish to be smitten, it’s offered online by Annie’s 
Annuals and Forestfarm.
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Looking Back 
at the Garden 

with Carol Todd
By Sue Johnson

As a Botanical Garden, part of our mission is to 
educate the public about our plant collection. The 
Collection Search feature on the Garden’s website 
houses information and photos for 3,600 types of 

plants growing in the Garden. This extensive catalog of plants 
can be accessed from any computer or smartphone. The Tap or 

Scan signs you see in the Garden take you to the webpage that 
lists all the plants in that location.
   All the information and photographs you see on the Collec-
tion Search have been created right here at the Garden, and 
much of this was done through the hard work of our Plant 
Records volunteers. 
  The Plant Records volunteer team is small but mighty. Long-
time Chief Plant Records Volunteer, Ruth Edwards, has led 
these ten volunteers. Alex Wright, our curator, also works 

closely with the team. 
   This group gets so much done! In 2018 alone, they: 
• Added around one hundred new kinds of plants to 
the database
• Took photos of more than two hundred plants for use 
in the Collection Search
• Checked most of the common names in the database 
for accuracy
• Began verifying the attributes for each plant, which 
includes bloom time, cultivation requirements, growth 
habit, and so on

Volunteers for the Plant Records office take plant pho-
tographs, research plant attributes, and work with the 
Curatorial staff to map and tag the collection. We have 
space for a few motivated volunteers, so if you’d like to 
join the Plant Re-
cords team, please 
contact Cynthia 

Welte, Volunteer Program 
Coordinator, at cwelte@
belleveuwa.gov or 425-
452-6826.
   You can view their work 
and learn more about the 
plant collection on our 
website, bellevuebotani-
cal.org. Click on Collection 
Search in the upper right, and then you can search for plants 
by Garden location or by name.

Plant Records Volunteers 
Bring the Garden to You!  
By Cynthia Welte

Chief Plant Records Volunteer, Ruth Edwards

Curator Alex Wright works closely with the Plant Records volunteer team.

Fun Fact!
Clematis 
are in 
the same 
family as 
buttercups 
and their 
name 
comes 
from the Greek word “klema,” which 
means “vine branch.”

Clematis 'Josephine'. Photo by Nita-Jo Rountree.
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By now, the weather is starting to warm, and we’re 
getting closer to the most frenetic months of the 
gardening year. Our last-frost date is usually toward 
the end of March, or later higher up and closer to 

the mountains. We gardeners feel like we’re lined up on the 
starting block of a race, muscles aching from crouching for 
so long, unsure of when the starting gun will go off  —or if it 
already has.
   Spring, of course, also means new plants. Many annuals 
and perennials can be set out now. Also think about trees and 
shrubs! Semi-tender plants, such as Salvia microphylla ‘Pink 
Blush’, pictured above, are best planted in the spring so they 
have time to get their roots deep before frost. 
   Vegetables are a somewhat different story. Many are strictly 
tropical annuals and should be set out only when you are sure 
the danger of frost has passed. This can involve some arcane 
calculations – starting your seeds early enough to let them take 
advantage of the longest summer possible, but late enough so 
they don’t outgrow your seed-starting space before they can be 
planted outside.

   Additionally, moving plants from inside to out 
poses the problem of light. Plants may sunburn 
if not acclimated to the harsh sunlight, which can 
severely stunt their growth. This applies to both 
freshly started vegetables and plants you’ve been 
overwintering indoors! Begin by moving them 
out on cloudy days, and/or under light cover. 
Progressively moving them into brighter situations 
should allow them to readily put on new and 
acclimated growth.
   Now is also the time to prune more delicate 
and tender plants, like fuchsias. Cutting into their 
living tissue earlier can risk driving ice crystals into 
the rootball, causing death or dieback! Many such 
plants that tread the boundary between perennials 
and shrubs can be cut back quite hard, but you 

certainly don’t always have to. For example, many fuchsias can 
form large and architectural shrubs if left to their own devices.
   Lastly, keep an eye out for pests. They’re easiest to see and 
remove early in the year, when plants are small. Sometimes 
you can even exterminate entire infestations just by removing 
them before they can breed.

The Vintage & Collectables Sale will take place June 27, 28 
and 29, 2019. The sale relies on your donations of old & new 
items, including mid-century modern, fine quality antiques and 
collectables, jewelry, and home and garden décor.

Make your tax-deductible donations of these items now! Your 
donation will benefit our educational programs for children and 
adults.

For questions, to donate, or to volunteer, please email vintage@
bellevuebotanical.org or visit our website at bellevuebotanical.
org/vintage-collectables-sale.

Alex's Bonus Tip: 
Consider not cutting back 
some perennials—hollow 
dead stems are essential 
nesting habitat for many 
native bees. You can also 
stick hollow stems into the 
ground.
   Also, leave some areas 
of your garden without 
mulch. Ground-nesting 
bees will, well, nest in the 
ground. Friable soil is best 
for them.

Spring Gardening Tips 
By Alex Wright

2019 Vintage Sale

Photos, above, © Westhimal | Dreamstime.com; right, Mark Horton/Alamy Stock Photo
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Mindfulness in the Winter Garden: Nourishing 
Peace Within, Fri., March 15, 2019 10:30am-12pm, 
taught by Deborah Wilk & Jessica Hancock. Stroll 
through the solitude and sanctuary of the winter garden 
while Deborah and Jessica guide you in Mindfulness 
Meditation and help you open your senses with Shinrin-
Yoku (Japanese Forest Bathing). Restore mind, body and 
spirit as you let the stress and demands of daily life melt 
away and you experience the healing power of nature. 

Garden d’Lights Orientation, Thurs., March 21, 
10am-12pm, FREE. Ever wondered how they make 
flowers out of holiday lights? If you’re interested in 
volunteering for our Garden d’Lights crew, come to this 
orientation to find out all about it!

The Botanical Gardens of Eastern Russia, Thurs., 
March 28, 7pm, FREE. With Tony Allison. Come and 
enjoy a rare opportunity to learn about the flora and 
botanical gardens of eastern Russia!

Creating your Dream Garden, Thurs., April 4, 6:30-
8:30pm AND Sat., April 20, 10am-1pm, taught by 
Lisa Bauer & George Lasch. $65/$75. 
Plan the garden of your dreams using the same methods 
employed by industry professionals.

Expressive Acrylic Painting, Sat., April 6, 9am-1pm, taught by Terry MacDonald. $75/$85. Come and create a brilliant botanical 
artwork with acrylics! 

Beneficial Bugs for Kids, Sat., April 6, 2-4pm, taught by Pauline O’Rourke. $12/child. Accompanying adults are free. Join us as 
we examine live insects, go in search of pollinators, and more! For ages 3-8 with accompanying adult.

Pruning: Hackables, Shearables and Untouchables, Thurs., May 2, 2019, 6:30-8:30pm, taught by Anna Moore from Plant 
Amnesty. There are some plants that are cut to the ground each year, but you barely touch others and it's pandemonium! Find out which 
ones are which, as well as which plants are appropriately sheared every year. Learn how to prune butterfly bush, lavatera, heather, lavender, 
rockrose, witch hazel, and other Pacific Northwest favorites.

Mindfulness in the Garden: Deepening Your Awareness, Fri, May 17, 10:30am-12pm, taught by Deborah Wilk & Jessica 
Hancock. While we move through various gardens, we will focus on nurturing the natural flow of the senses and deepening our connection 
to nature, allowing ourselves to fully engage and awaken to the combined healing power of nature and present awareness. Utilizing elements 
of mindfulness meditation and shinrin-yoku (Japanese Forest Bathing), we will cleanse and free our mind, body, and spirit creating a sense of 
inner strength, spaciousness, and stillness.

Spring 2019

Classes

Unless otherwise noted, classes are $25 for BBGS members and $35 for non-members. Pre-registration required. To register, 
please visit our website at https://bellevuebotanical.org/classes. 

Photo by Kate Sorensen

Photo by Kd Edlund

Fine Gardening is a magazine devoted to making its readers better gardeners. 
As editor, Steve Aitken lectures to and visits horticulturists and avid garden-
ers around the country. The knowledge he gains from these activities not only 
helps the magazine, but also provides solutions to the everyday challenges he 

faces in his own garden. He has written articles on topics ranging from drip irrigation 
to the color chartreuse. Often, Steve’s own form of gardening involves ignoring his 
existing plants in favor of the ones he just bought, but has no place for (!).
   Drawing on personal experience as well as his work with outstanding gardeners and 
designers, Steve will present ten questions to ask when considering how to make our 
own gardens look like the photos of gorgeous gardens that leave us awestruck. While 
there’s no one-size-fits-all solution to garden design, solving fundamental design issues 
can greatly enhance a garden’s form.

April Speaker:
Steve Aitken

“10 Questions to Ask About Your Garden’s Design”
Wednesday, April 17, 7pm

Aaron Education Center, Bellevue Botanical Garden
$5 BBGS members; $15 not yet members.  

Buy tickets at www.bellevuebotanical.org
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Richard Hartlage is a well-known landscape 
designer and plantsman. While a student at 
North Carolina State University, he hybridized 
Calycanthus x raulstonii ‘Hartlage Wine’, a 

sweet shrub with highly fragrant, maroon flowers, which 
is in demand throughout the United States and England. 
He graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Ornamental 
Horticulture, received an Outstanding Alumni Award in 2010, 
and in 2018 was honored with the American Horticulture 
Society’s Great Gardeners award in landscape design.
   Among Richard’s diverse span of work is the Seattle 
Waterfront, Leach Botanical Gardens, Herb and Vegetable 
Garden at the Brooklyn Botanical Gardens, Chihuly Gardens 
and Glass, and the Century 21 Master Plan for the Seattle 
Center. While serving as Director/Curator of the Elisabeth C. 
Miller Botanical Garden, he was instrumental in developing 
the Great Plant Picks program, a regionally based plant awards 
program that promotes exceptional plants to the gardening 
public.
   Currently, Richard is the founding principal and CEO 
of Land Morphology, an eleven-person office that designs, 
oversees construction, and assists clients in management of 
significant private and public properties in eight states. His 
PowerPoint presentation will be an overview of trends in 
planting design by the most accomplished landscape architects, 
garden designers, and public garden professionals in the 
United States and Europe.

“Plants are back in Landscape Architecture:  
The increasing Diversity of Plants in  

Public and Private Projects”
Wednesday, March 20, 7pm

Aaron Education Center, Bellevue Botanical Garden
$5 BBGS members; $15 not yet members  
Buy tickets at www.bellevuebotanical.org

The American Horticultural Society is a generous sponsor of our 2019 Lecture Series.

Dan Benarcik is part of the creative team at 
Chanticleer Garden, one of the great gardens of 
our country. Located in Wayne, Pennsylvania, 
Chanticleer is a colorful, contemporary garden 

within an historic setting. London’s Financial Times calls it 
“planted to perfection,” and Garden Design magazine says it is 
“America’s most inspiring garden.”
   Dan is an accomplished horticulturalist who lectures and 
teaches around the world. He began work at Chanticleer 
in 1993, and he describes his position as “giving me the 
privilege of creating and maintaining our visitors’ first and 
last impressions.” In addition to writing articles for Fine 
Gardening, Horticulture, and Martha Stewart Living, Dan is a 
contributing author of the book, The Art of Gardening: Design 
Inspiration and Innovative Planting Techniques from Chanticleer.
   It’s not surprising that Dan entered the field of horticulture. 
He says, “I grew up with one foot in the flower shop (his 
mother is a third-generation florist and cut flower grower), 
and the woodshop (his father and brothers opened one of the 
first postwar DIY-type stores in Delaware).” To that end, in 
addition to his innovative planting designs, Dan is well-known 

for designing and building the Wave Hill-inspired chairs that 
have been placed throughout Chanticleer.
   Dan uses plants as art and sculpture, and he will illustrate 
some of his techniques as he takes us on a virtual tour of the 
innovative, amazing garden called Chanticleer.

“The Art of 
Gardening:  

Design 
Inspirations from 

Chanticleer”
Wednesday, May 15, 

7pm
Aaron Education 
Center, Bellevue 
Botanical Garden

$5 BBGS, $15 not 
yet members

Buy tickets at www.
bellevuebotanical.org

March Speaker:  
Richard Hartlage

May Speaker:  
Dan Benarcik

Come early—Bouquet Banque Nursery will be selling plants! www.twigtwisters.com/nursery.html
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*Gifts of $25 and over, November 1, 2018 - January 31, 2019

Tribute Gifts*

Donors*
Linda Abrahamsen
Carol Ager
Jeri & Angelo Albertini
BJ & Steve Anderson
Jan Anderson
Janna & Don Anderson
Jeanette Jean Baker
Christa Balk
Marguerite & Stephen Barchet
Jane & Peter Barrett
Pat & Gilbert Barthe
Patty & Jim Barton

C i r C l e s  
  o f G i v i n G
Trillium $10,000+ 
John Clulow Fund at the Seattle Foundation  Davidson 
Family Trust  PJA Foundation  Rowley Charitable Trust 
Tateuchi Foundation  Joanne White

DogwooD $5,000 - $9,999 
American Horticultural Society  Bill Willard, Jr.  Connie 
& Steve Winslow  Marcia & Klaus Zech

maple $2,500 - $4,999
Berntson Porter & Company, PLLC  Deborah Girdler 
HomeStreet Bank  Denise Lane & Roel Allers  Jim 
Livingston  Susie Marglin  Warrick Family Trust

Fern $1,000 - $2,499
Jan Anderson  Jane & Peter Barrett  Charles Maxfield 
& Gloria F. Parrish Foundation  Mary Clark  Nancy 
Daar  Mary & Tom Dahlgren  Sherry & John Douceur  
Mary Jo Dugaw & David Ketter  Anne Dziok  Carolyn 
& Michael Evered  Friends of Cristin Hobson  Lynn 
& Michael Garvey  Patricia & Norman Hansen  Terry 
Hayes  Marilyn & Richard Herzberg  IBM  Robin 
Root James & Larry James  Susan Johnson  KIND LLC  
Maria & David Langworthy  Lookout Foundation, Inc.  
Jason May  Bruce McDougall  Brenda Mitchell  Chitra 
& Zakir Parpia  Merlyna & Colin Radford  Laurel 
& Richard Rand  Cleora & Peter Raulerson  Cathy 
McCaffrey & Carl Schroeder  Laurel & Peter Skillman  
Gretchen Stengel & Robin Callan  Weber Russo Group 
Morgan Stanley  Wells Medina Nursery  Michelle 
Whitten  Helen Wilson  Doris Wong-Estridge & Paul 
Estridge  Donald Woodworth  Lark & Gary Young 
Delia & Milt Zeutschel

rose $500 - $999
BJ & Steve Anderson  Bellevue Children's Academy  
Marjorie Bombar  Christopher Bondy  Barbara BonJour 
Lois Brown  Judy & Jack Causey  James D. Curtis 
Amy & Steve Doughty  Kimberly S. Ford  Betty & 
Kemper Freeman  Jane & Richard Gallagher  Linda 
Glenicki  Paula & Peter Grassi  Suzanne Haizlip   
Mark Hamburg  June Ann & Lyle Hassebroek  Diane 
Johnson  Nancy & Craig Kartes  Koh-Lee Foundation 
Nagendra Kolluru  Ajay Mohabeer  Sarah Navarre  
Janice Nishimori  Mary & Timothy Ord  Bobbi & Brett 
Ostrum  Debra Perry  Margie & Wayne Pietz  Patrice & 
Hilary Simard  Jennifer Tada & Fred Lunki  Carol Todd 
TWIGS - Arboretum Unit 95  Deborah & Dan Vaught  
Elaine White  Lisa Wozow  Shoko Yano

Circles of Giving includes all cumulative donations of $500 or more within the past year. 
Check our website, www.bellevuebotanical.org, for details. Our apologies if there are 
omissions. Please contact us at bbgsoffice@bellevuebotanical.org with any corrections.

In Memory of Sherry & John Allen
Margaret Winsor & Jay Hereford

In Memory of Pauline Dinges
Paula & Peter Grassi

In Memory of Megan Evered
Carolyn & Michael Evered

In Memory of Richard (Dick)   
   Hansen
Judie Hansen

In Loving Memory of Coco 
McDougall
Bruce McDougall

In Memory of Mom & Dad
Stanley Hungerford

In Memory of Linda Patricelli
Joyce & Rolf Voldal

In Memory of Mary Louise Russell
Barb & Steve Williams

In Memory of Mary Sahaida
Debra & Paul Corrado
Ann & Michael Sahaida
The Sahaida Family

In Memory of Olga & Alex Shane
Vikki & Voiko Tanev

In Memory of Perry Triplett
Wilma Fantasia

In Memory of June Willard
Hazel & Jeff Beatty
Adele & John R. Bingham
Nancy Daar
Mary & Tom Dahlgren
Mary & Jim Deviny
East Lake Washington District of   
   Garden Clubs
Rosalind & Tom Furin
June Ann & Lyle Hassebroek
John Hassebroek
Hill 'n Dale Garden Club #210
Issaquah Garden Club
Robin Root James & Larry James
Nancy & Craig Kartes
Denise Lane & Roel Allers
Dianne & Douglas Tanner
Joyce & Rolf Voldal
Joanne L. White
Deborah Wilk
Bill Willard, Jr.
Doris Wong-Estridge & Paul Estridge

In Memory of Molly Wolfe
Mary Clark

In Memory of Antonia T. 
Woodworth
Donald Woodworth

In Memory of Marie Zollner
Marty Zollner

In Honor of Betty Hasson's 
Birthday
Elizabeth Knopf

In Honor of my Grandparents,  
   Ida & David Kemle
Linda Abrahamsen

In Honor of Debbie Vaught
Steve Buss

In Recognition of Zorra, Dooder,   
   Peavey & Vida
Susie Marglin

Special Thanks to Our Sponsors

Hazel & Jeff Beatty
Natanya Bednarski
Bellevue Chamber Chorus
Sheila Billbe
Adele & John R. Bingham
Boeing Company Gift  
   Match Program
Marjorie  Bombar
Sharon & Don Bond
Shao-Ho Bou
Linda Boyd & Ravi Pandya
Franja Bryant
Steve Buss
Judy Causey
Charles Maxfield & Gloria F.  
   Parrish Foundation
Mary Clark
John Clulow Fund at the  
   Seattle Foundation
Jeff Cole
Sue & Robert Collett
Carolyn & Thomas Collins
Jill Conner
Debra & Paul Corrado
Lanie Cowan & Michael Butine
Anne & John Curtis
Nancy Daar
Mary & Tom Dahlgren
Mary & Jim Deviny
Kathleen Dickinson
Gabriele Dickmann
Krista  Dinsmore
Sherry & John Douceur
Amy & Steve Doughty
Mary Jo Dugaw & David Ketter
Arlene Dunlap
Anne Dziok
East Lake Washington District of  
   Garden Clubs
Mari Eckstein-Gower
Janet & Michael Endsley
Carolyn & Michael Evered
Expeditors International  
   of Washington
Kathryn Fantasia & Zane Weaver
Wilma Fantasia
Gina & Ken Farquhar
Krista Fay
Joan & Geoffrey Ferguson
Thomas Finley
Linda Fleischmann
Inge & Heinz Floss
Susanne Foster
Georgette Fox
Elizabeth & Ernest Frankenberg
Timmie & Charles Freedenberg
Betty & Kemper Freeman
Rosalind & Tom Furin
J. Fuzell-Casey
Lynn & Michael Garvey
Cathy Gibbins & Mal Harnois
Sue Gilbert
Carol Glass & Jeff Haley 
Linda Glenicki
Google, Inc.
Amy Gould
Sharon & Dallas Graham
Paula & Peter Grassi
Linda & Jan Gray
Bronwen  Grimes
Wendy Gulick
Reed & Wynne Guy
Suzanne Haizlip
Mark Hamburg
LaVerne Hampel
Yoshiko Haniu
Judie Hansen
Patricia & Norman Hansen
Suzanne Hansen
Debbie Hardie
Karen & Will Hargreaves
John Hassebroek
June Ann & Lyle Hassebroek
Terry Hayes
Peggy & William Herron
Marilyn & Richard Herzberg
Hill 'N Dale Garden Club
Shirley & Dean Hobson
Orine Holm
Eva D. Holman
Natalie Hovanec
Marilyn Hughes
Stanley Hungerford
Laura & Lynn Hurdelbrink
Issaquah Garden Club
Jena & Akira Itami
Robin Root James & Larry James
Li Jiang
Diane Johnson
Suzanne & Steve Kalish
Nancy & Craig Kartes
Stephanie Keller
Marie Kirk
Elizabeth Knopf
Carol & Ken Kocher

Koh-Lee Foundation
Susan Kretz
Kroger/Fred Meyer
Linda & Roger Kuula
LAGU Foundation
Gavin Lambie
Denise Lane & Roel Allers
Maria & David Langworthy
Wendy Leavitt & Mike Berry
Marjorie Leidy
Dorothy Camp Lennard
Marjorie Levar
Rita & James Litsinger
Helena Chang Liu
Jim Livingston
Renee Lund
Susie Marglin
Leila C. & Dale Martin
Cathy McCaffrey & Carl Schroeder
Linda & Roger McDonald
Bruce McDougall
Janet & Mel McIntyre
Penny & John Meisel
Margaret  Meister
Microsoft Matching Gifts Program
Deirdre Miller
Michelle Miller
Judy & Jeff Mock
Judy & Dick Mollner
Pam & Chris Monger
Martell Moore
Moorlands Elementary
Bobbie & Larry Morris
Dee & Bob Mulford
Sarah Navarre
Patsy & Larry Neher
Vicki & Marc Neumann
Janice Nishimori
Linda & Greg O'Byrne
Sue Olsen
Sharon Over
Jo Park
Molly & Fred Pessl
Nancy L. Pitarys
Julie Porter
Beth Post
Merlyna & Colin Radford
Laurel & Richard Rand
Cleora & Peter Raulerson
Redmond Garden Club
M. Gayle Richardson
Reliance Ricketts
Pat & Walt Riehl
Nita-Jo & Randy Rountree
Mary Ellen Rutter
Patricia Rytkonen
Ann & Michael Sahaida
Kathleen Searcy
Virginia Senear
Bonnie J. Sheeran
Barbara Shephard
Patrice & Hilary Simard
Ann & Larry Staberg
Gretchen Stengel & Robin Callan
Natalie Stien
Nancy & Keith Storey
Rebecca Stum
Jennifer Tada & Fred Lunki
Vikki & Voiko Tanev
Dianne & Douglas Tanner
Tateuchi Foundation
Carol S. Todd
Ellen B. Trikha
D. Tulip
Molly & Dirk van der Burch
Janice Vereen
Joyce & Rolf Voldal
Lois Wade
Karla Walters
Weber Russo Group Morgan Stanley
Rachel Weil
West Sammamish Garden Club
Elaine White
Joanne L. White
Michelle Whitten
Deborah Wilk
Bill Willard, Jr.
Barb & Steve Williams
Pat Wilshusen
Helen Wilson
Margaret Winsor & Jay Hereford
Doris Wong-Estridge & Paul Estridge
Donald Woodworth
Lisa Wozow
Shoko Yano
Sharon & David Yonashiro
Lark & Gary Young
Marcia & Klaus Zech
Delia & Milt Zeutschel
Vera Zimmerman
Marty Zollner
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New for Spring!

With the promise of spring just around 
the corner, it’s time to consider a new 
hummingbird feeder or birdhouse to host 
visitors to your garden. Our birdhouses from 

Borderline Design are made in the USA and crafted of recycled 
materials. They are available in two sizes and various colors. 

The small birdhouses 
are $49.95, and the 
large birdhouses are 
$59.95.
   Hummingbird 
feeders from Mosaic 
Birds by Couronne 
Co. are sure to attract 
hummingbirds to 
your garden with the 
vibrant red lid. Made 
of metal and recycled 
glass, these feeders 
have a simple design 
that is easy to clean. 

Remove the lid and the feeder 
will also hold seeds or suet. 
$24.95.

We look forward to seeing 
you this spring in the Garden 
and the Trillium Store!

Bellevue Botanical Garden Society
Our Mission is to perpetuate and further enhance the  

Bellevue Botanical Garden as a learning resource  
in partnership with the City of Bellevue.

The Garden is located at 12001 Main St., Bellevue, WA 98005
and is open daily from dawn until dusk.
Visitor Center hours: 9am to 4pm daily

Administrative office hours: 9am to 4pm Monday-Friday
(425) 452-2750 | bbgsoffice@bellevuebotanical.org

www.bellevuebotanical.org

officers of the bellevue botanical garden society

co-presidents Anne Dziok & Sue Johnson 
treasurer Amy Doughty  

secretary Heather Babiak-Kane 
 

 board of directors 
Susan Hawkins, Robin Root James, Denise Lane,  

Jim Livingston, Susan Maki, Cleo Raulerson,  
Jan Rogers, Nita-Jo Rountree, Gretchen Stengel,  

Doris Wong-Estridge, Lisa Wozow

the buzz team 
JG Federman, Kathryn Highland, Sue Johnson, Nancy Kartes, 

Wendy Leavitt, Darcy McInnis, Kim Richards, Nita-Jo Rountree, 
Daniel Sparler, Cynthia Welte, Anita White 

 
contact the buzz team 

buzzteam@bellevuebotanical.org

Trillium Store Hours:

March 1-13: Saturdays & Sundays, 11am-4pm
March 14-31: Thursday - Sunday, 11am-4pm

Beginning April 1 we will be open daily, 11am-4pm

Welcome, New Members!
Contributing
Anne Cole
Rachel Weil

Supporting
Jo Park

Family
Algie Au
Janice Baxter
Kristen Bero
Rebecca Caldwell
Whit Campbell
Mikel Carr
Helen Chan
Kirstin Chantrey
Luanne Coachman
Jenna Crane
Sandra Curlander
Andrew Davies
Bhavna Desai
Catherine & Garrett DeVlieg
Sara Franco
Elizabeth Gage
Sarah Gallien
Koni Garfield
Barbara Gehrett
Steve Goliff
Crystal Grays
Edris & Jack Harbeston
Joletta & Bill Hatfield
Cindy Hieggelke
Alice Horan
Philip Hymel
Simon Johnston
Andrew Kertesz
Eric Kirbach
Vicky Kolbel
Denise Larsen
Wen Lee
Ruth Matson
Kristen McSherry
Diane & Michael Medved
Debra Meneely
James Moore
Donghui Pan
Rosemarie Panko

Joe Petkus
Gerry Raine
Heidi Saikaly
Patty & Tom Schmid
Carlie Schulz
Young Nina Shim
Betsy Simson
Mike Smith
Margaret Staehel
Christy Urdal
Marilyn Vail
Nan-Ping Wang
Gloria Woo

Individual
Maureen Albi
Susan Blethen
Debra Boutin
John Brussa
Deneil Carnahan
Loyce Chung
Erin Dahlgren
Cindy Gose
Alice Gronski
Marilyn Iverson
Jean Kincaid
Chris Lonowski
Karolyn Massmann
Barbara McNurlen
Elizabeth Mohn
Stella Nieman
Monya Noelke
Marilyn O'Neill
Jane Ramsay
Melinda Riser
Helen Stanwell
Heidi Stribley
Ruth Swanson
Gregg Takamura
Elizabeth Valalik
Marilyn Vaughn
Donna West
Carol White
Susan Winslow
Leola Young
Patricia Young
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P.O. Box 40536
Bellevue, WA 98015-4536
(425) 452-2750
bbgsoffice@bellevuebotanical.org

non-profit org.
u.s. postage

paid
bellevue, wa

permit no. 502

The Bellevue Botanical Garden Society is a  
501(c)(3) Non-Profit Organization that 
supports the Bellevue Botanical Garden.
Our Vision: Through education and community 
involvement, we inspire all generations to advance 
Northwest horticultural knowledge, and preserve 
natural beauty and our local ecology.

S p r e a d i n g  t h e  S e e d s 
o f  I n f o r m a t i o n 

U p c o m i n g 
E v e n t s

Connect with Us!

All events take place at the Bellevue 
Botanical Garden unless otherwise 
noted. Visit bellevuebotanical.org/events 
for more info. See page 12 for upcoming 
BBGS classes.

Northwest Perennial Alliance March 
Mania Plant Sale, Mar 9, 9am

“Plants are back in Landscape 
Architecture,” Lecture by Richard 
Hartlage, Mar 20, 7pm

Puget Sound Dahlia Association  
Tuber Sale, Mar 22 & 23, 9:30am

Five Seasons: The Gardens of Piet 
Oudolf, Film presented by the  
Northwest Perennial Alliance,  
Mar 24, 1pm

“The Botanical Gardens of Eastern 
Russia,” Special Presentation with Tony 
Allison, Mar 28, 7pm. FREE.

“The Alpine Flowers of Mount Rainier,” 
Washington Native Plant Society Lecture, 
Apr 9, 7pm

Northwest Chapter of the North American 
Rock Garden Society  
Plant Sale, Apr 13, 10am

“10 Questions to Ask About Your 
Garden’s Design,” Lecture by Steve 
Aitken, Apr 17, 7pm

Northwest Perennial Alliance Spring 
Plant Sale, Apr 28, 9am

Mother's Day at the Garden,  
May 12, 11am-4pm

National Public Gardens Week,  
May 13-19. Check our website  
for planned events.

"The Art of Gardening: Design Inspiration 
from Chanticleer," Lecture by Dan 
Benarcik, May 15, 7pm

Chinese Floral Art Exhibition, May 18, 
10am-5pm & May 19, 10am-4pm

Docent Tours
Free docent tours begin in April, and 
are available each Saturday and Sunday 
at noon. Meet at the Shorts House. 
No reservations needed. You can also 
request a private tour for your group.  
To request a tour, please complete  
the online form on our website: 
bellevuebotanical.org.

Mother’s Day 
at the Garden

j o i n  u s  f o r

Sunday, May 12  11am-4pm

Posy-making for Mom  
Ballroom dancing demonstration

Live music  Plein Air Artists 
Refreshments at Copper Kettle 

Coffee Bar  Shopping at  
Trillium Store

Celebrate this special day with your 
favorite Mom by bringing her to the 

beautiful Bellevue Botanical Garden!
Photo by Michele Burton


