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Allium ‘Millenium’. Photo courtesy of Snehitdesign | Dreamstime.com.



The Buzz  |  Page 2

The big globe-shaped alliums, Allium giganteum, 
bring star power to the June garden. When they 
were in bloom in the new Exotic Inspirations 
exhibit at the entrance to the Garden, they were 

the most admired, photographed, and asked about plants 
in the entire area. Their rounded blossoms are comprised 
of hundreds of densely packed individual flowers and make 
colorful pairings with a host of other perennials. They are 

easy to grow in well-drained rich soil in full to 
part sun.
   Allium is a genus of hundreds of species 
and hybrids of flowering plants of different 
shapes and sizes including our cover photo 
of Allium ‘Millenium’ that blooms in the late 
summer. This genus also includes edibles such 
as onions, garlic, scallions, shallots, leeks, and 
chives and have similar odors—a useful trait 
that makes them deer and rabbit resistant. 
They occur in most of the temperate climates 
of the Northern Hemisphere. All are in the 
Amaryllidaceae family.
   The bulbs of the impressive globe-shaped 
June blooming alliums can be the size of a 
baseball and should be planted in well-drained 
(essential!) soil in full to part sun in the fall. 
Plant them twice as deep as the bulbs are tall 
with the pointed end up. On some bulbs, 
it can be difficult to determine which end 
is pointed. There is often a small hairy mat 
on the bottom that is remnants of last year’s 
roots.
   The giganteum varieties bloom after the 
foliage dies down, and that’s frustrating 
because it must not be cut back until then. 
The foliage provides nourishment for the 
next year’s blooms. If possible, plant them 
among other plants that will hide the dying 
long strappy leaves. You will be rewarded 

for your patience as the beautiful, brilliantly colorful blooms 
stand tall among the other plants. As a 
bonus, once the flowers are spent, they 
make attractive, interesting seed heads 
that last for weeks. Some gardeners even 
spray paint them to extend their color. 
Transform your garden by dotting them 
throughout your perennial bed where 
they will create rhythm and repetition. 
   The most well-known and popular 
of the globe type alliums is Allium 
‘Globemaster’ (pictured above). 
This much-loved cultivar is a 1971 
introduction of a cross between A. 
christophii and A. macleanii. They grow 
to thirty inches tall on sturdy stems. 
Globemaster blooms with seven-inch-
wide rich violet-colored inflorescence 
composed of florets. This is one of the 
longest blooming alliums because the 
florets open individually, over a period of 
time, rather than all at once.

Glorious Globe Alliums
Words & photos by Nita-Jo Rountree

Allium ‘Silver Spring’. Allium ‘Schubertii’.
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   Similar in size and 
shape to ‘Globemaster’ 
is Allium ‘Ambassador’. 
This allium is slightly 
taller and is one of the 
longest bloomers—
up to five weeks! 
The intensely purple 
blossoms are made 
up of seven-inch-wide 
globes of starry florets. 
A. ‘Ambassador’ begins 
to open slightly later 
than A. ‘Globemaster’, 
and because they 
slightly overlap, by 
planting them both, 
the allium color will 
last for weeks.
   Another big bold 
allium is Allium 
christophii, commonly 
known as “Star of 
Persia.” This species is 
native to Iran, Turkey, 
and central Asia (formerly called Persia). A shorter growing 
species, it grows to twelve to twenty-four inches tall. The 
leaves begin to wither in late spring, giving way to flowering 
stems topped with large globular pale lavender inflorescence to 
ten inches in diameter. Each flowerhead is packed with up to 
one hundred individual flowers.

   Probably the most unique of 
all the giant flowering alliums 
is Allium schubertii. This 1896 
heirloom has soccer ball-sized 
umbels of airy purple florets on 
creamy-mauve stems that have 
the visual effect of fireworks 
exploding. This is another 
shorter allium growing sixteen 
to twenty inches tall. Be ready 
for lots of “What is that?” 
questions in your garden.
   An allium that has not come 
back reliably for me but is 
worth planting every year is 
Allium nigrum ‘Silver Spring’. 
It blooms gorgeous four-inch 
composite flowers that are 
bright white with a red dot in 
the middle of each floret. ‘Silver 
Spring’ was discovered by Dr. 

Allium ‘Christophii’. 

Alliums with Dutch Iris.

Kamenetsky at Israel’s Volcani Center. It grows twenty-four to 
thirty inches tall.
   Plant these giant alliums now to add drama, excitement, 
and flare to your summer garden. Mail order sources include 
johnscheepers.com and brentandbeckysbulbs.com.

Allium ‘Schubertii’.



The Buzz  |  Page 4

Against profuse clusters of champagne clouds, pink-
fluted throats sing and grey-green foliage darts along 
each chorus line. A slow-growing Thymelaeaceae, 
this featured plant is a daphne that offers half-year 

blooms. ‘Jim’s Pride’—the hybrid offspring of a cross between 
Daphne caucasica x Daphne sericea ‘Collina’—is a Great Plant Pick 
and named for Jim Cross, the award-winning visionary of Long 
Island’s Environmental Nursery. 
   Another well-known cultivar is the variegated sister, ‘Summer 
Ice’. Found in our Waterwise Garden, it has a distinct ivory edge 
along its dark evergreen foliage. Defined by a compact habit, 
showy blooms, and spicy fragrance, it is one of the easier cultivars 
to sport. If ‘Jim’s Pride’ is unavailable or too difficult to propagate, 
seek out ‘Summer Ice’ for seasonal interest. Plant tags offer a 

wealth of information on these hybrids and should be referenced. 
   Daphnes are inherently fickle. Well-drained soil prevents oomycete issues (Phytophthora complications), and full sun is needed for 
immaculate blooms. These hybrids may be used as general garden accents for rock gardens or in containers. Often, they are sited 
near doors, arches, or patios to propagate their sublime scent. Additionally, these cultivars may be used along foundations or stairs 
for a burst of aromatic aura. They live for decades when properly cared for. Long after establishment, ‘Jim’s Pride’ may reach a 
modest height of four feet, and a showy spread of eight feet. 
   Notable companion plants include azaleas (such as ‘Hino crimson’), camellias, Coral Bells (Heuchera spp.), Heaths (Erica 
cultivars), paperbush (Edgeworthia), and Japanese Maple (Acer palmatum). Partner these hybrids with dark-foliage plants for visual 
impact and create memorable spiller–thriller–filler combinations. “Jim’s Pride’ is in the Perennial Border at the Garden and is a 
pollinator’s delight!

In summer and early fall, Bellevue Botanical Garden 
visitors can sip their coffee outside the Shorts House 
while watching hummingbirds and other pollinators 
flit between the colorful blooms that cover the Fuchsia 

Garden.
   First classified by French missionary and botanist Father 
Plumier in 1703, it wasn’t until almost a century later 
that fuchsias from Central and South America and New 
Zealand were widely introduced to Western gardens. The 
plant quickly captured the attention of English hybridizers 
and became a cornerstone in Victorian gardens. Pillars, 
pyramids, and standards often lined the driveways of English 
homes. The popularity of fuchsias spread to Belgium and 

Daphne x transatlantica 
‘Jim’s Pride’ By JG Federman

Photo courtesy of Richie Steffen

Germany and lasted until the outbreak of the Great War, 
when the greenhouses they were grown in were re-tasked 
for food production. In 1929, the Americans reinvigorated 
the excitement around fuchsias, hybridizers refocused on 
creating new cultivars, and the American Fuchsia Society was 
established.
   Beyond their ornamental contributions to Western and East 
Asian gardens, fuchsias play an important role in the culture 
of indigenous American, New Zealand, and Tahitian peoples. 
The Māori use the blue pollen from the flowers to create 
makeups, and native Central and South Americans use the 
root of the plant to create a black dye for coloring textiles.
   Fuchsias have been included in the Bellevue Botanical 
Garden collection since it opened to the public in 1992. The 
Fuchsia Garden showcases one hundred and thirty different 
varieties of fuchsia—all hybrids of around a dozen different 
species, many of them hardy enough to survive the mild 
winters of the maritime Pacific Northwest. The Fuchsia 
Garden was originally planted to the east of the Shorts House 
and was moved to its current location to the south in 2012. 
The garden is maintained by the Eastside Fuchsia Society and 
Bellevue Botanical Garden volunteers. In the fall, the tender 
fuchsias are dug up to overwinter in a greenhouse. In the 
spring, the past season’s growth is cut back, and the garden 
is replanted. While the Fuchsia Garden is now past its prime, 
you can still enjoy fuchsia blooms until the first frost.

The Fuchsia Garden
By Colin Wick
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Why do my tulips bloom beautifully the first 
spring after I plant them, then peter out and 
barely flower the following year? Is there any 
way to get tulips to naturalize?

Tulips are indigenous to the mountains of Kazakhstan, 
Uzbekistan, and Tajikistan where they remain dry and cozy 
under a deep blanket of snow all winter long. Our wet winters 
are hard on tulips. When you plant a tulip bulb in the fall, the 
bulb already has a flower ready to go inside so unless you have 
super poor drainage, your tulips will bloom the first spring 
after you plant them. The stress of a second winter in the 
cold wet ground triggers the bulbs to divide in an attempt to 
reproduce. The mother bulb wears herself out making offsets, 
but the new bulbs dwindle away before they can mature 
enough to bloom in the less than perfect conditions.
   One way to get around this problem is to plant the bulbs 
deeper than is normally recommended. Usually, we’re advised 
to plant tulip bulbs three times as deep as the diameter of the 
bulb. Instead, try planting the base of the bulbs twelve inches 
deep. Be forewarned, though. This method only works if you 
have well drained soil. The bulbs will rot if you try this in clay 
or hard-pan. If your soil drains well, planting the bulbs deep 
prevents them from dividing. I’ve had great luck using this 
technique. My ‘Darwin’, ‘Empress’, and all-time favorite deep 
purple ‘Queen of the Night’ (pictured below) that I planted 
over ten years ago still return and bloom profusely every 
spring.
   There’s another advantage to planting tulip bulbs deeply: 
Our pesky gray squirrels consider tulip bulbs a gourmet 
treat and will dig them up and eat them. When the bulbs are 
planted twelve inches deep, however, the squirrels can’t dig 
deep enough to get at them. Unfortunately, planting deeper 
is no guarantee the squirrels will leave your tulips alone. The 

first time I tried this 
method, those furry 
mischief makers 
exacted revenge by 
biting the flower 
buds right off the 
top of the stems 
as soon as they 
emerged from the 
soil! If you notice 
that happening, 
spray the buds daily 
with a hot pepper 
spray. Add just 
enough water to 
ghost pepper sauce 
to make it possible 
to spray from a 

spritzer bottle. Protect your 
eyes because that sauce is 
hot! All mammals except 
humans hate hot peppers. 
It’s so fun to watch the 
squirrels take a bite and then 
shout “a-hooha” as they run 
from the tulip patch, ears 
pinned to the back of their 
heads!
   Another way to get tulips 
to naturalize in your garden 
is to plant species tulips. 
Species tulips are smaller 
than hybrid varieties, but 
they make up for their 
short stature with vibrant colors and a tough constitution that 
enables them to thrive in our climate. A few favorites that 
have come back and bloomed for me every spring for years are 
Tulipa bakeri ‘Lilac Wonder’ (lilac flowers with a yellow center) 
the unpronounceable T. kolpakowskiana, (yellow flowers, 
streaked red) and the even harder to pronounce, T. vvedenskyi 
‘Tangerine Beauty’ (red 
flowers streaked with orange 
flame; pictured at right). 
Once established, these little 
powerhouses usually spread 
faster than the squirrels can eat 
them, so there’s a good chance 
they’ll form sizeable clumps 
over time.
   Of course, if you get tired of 
battling the squirrels, there are 
several spring blooming bulbs 
that those little troublemakers 
don’t bother. Galanthus 
(snowdrops) and all types of 
Narcissus have poison bulbs 
that squirrels won’t touch. 
Hyacinth also contains toxins 
that keep the squirrels away, 
as does Chionodoxa (glory of the snow). Another longtime 
favorite of mine is Fritillaria. Squirrels aren’t attracted to the 
bulbs of these unique and colorful spring bloomers. In fact, 
old time gardeners often plant the bulbs of F. imperialis ‘Crown 
Imperial’ in with their tulips. The big, beautiful orange or 
yellow flowers smell like a fox and repel squirrels as well as 
rabbits and deer.
   Finally, if you have your heart set on tulips, but just can’t 
seem to keep those fuzzy little beasts from ruining the display, 
there’s still one last, almost foolproof option left to try. Adopt 
a dog and make sure the first word it learns is “Squirrel”!

Q

Ask Ciscoe!
By Ciscoe Morris
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In 2021, the Bellevue Botanical Garden Society com-
pleted an Interpretive Plan to address visitor needs, as 
Garden visitorship had grown dramatically since the 
previous Interpretive Plan was completed in 1998. New 

signage, particularly interpretive signage, was identified as a 
priority. This year, as the Bellevue Botanical Garden celebrates 
its thirtieth anniversary, new signage is in place and more will 
be added in the future.
   As you come in the BBG driveway entrance, you will be 
greeted by new colorful signs that welcome visitors and com-
municate important information. The signs are modular so 
that the panels can be changed to publicize events happen-
ing at the Garden. Similar signs are located on the main path 
leading up to the Garden from the three levels of the parking 
lot and at the Shorts House. The sign at the Shorts House in-
forms people about guided tours.
   At the main entry to the Garden as you are about to enter 
the breezeway, the smaller BBG wall sign has been replaced 
with the beautiful and colorful trillium logo and larger “Bel-
levue Botanical Garden.” Four new containers, planted by the 
King County Master Gardeners, provide seasonal accents. As 
you pass through the breezeway, a lovely leaf-shaped direc-

tional sign to the right of the waterwall points visitors to vari-
ous destinations within the Garden (pictured below). BBGS 
is grateful to Amazon for its generous donation to fund addi-
tional signage identified in the Interpretive Plan.
   Another change you will see are the new interactive markers 
for BBG’s ten partner groups. Each marker has a QR code that 
links to the partner group’s website, where there is a wealth of 
information about the organization.
   Other interactive bed markers will be installed soon in gar-
den beds to give people access to the extensive BBG database 
and detailed information about the plants in that bed. For 
several years, Tap or Scan markers have provided plant infor-
mation, but these markers have been damaged over the years. 
The new more substantial markers will be easy to spot and use. 
Thanks to a generous grant from The Pendleton & Elisabeth 
Carey Miller Charitable Foundation, thirty new interactive bed 
markers will be installed in the NPA Perennial Border, the Na-
tive Discovery Garden, the Urban Meadow, the Iris Rain Gar-
den, and the Fuchsia Garden. These interactive markers will be 
very useful in identifying plants and as portals to specific and 
detailed educational information about the plants in the beds, 
thereby furthering our mission. BBG plant records will be up-
dated regularly as new plants are added. 
   Some Garden visitors continue to the Lake to Lake Trail or 
Wilburton Hill Park. At the bottom level of the BBG parking 
lot, a new sign clearly points the direction of each (pictured  
at left).
   BBGS is also grateful to Cathy McCaffrey and Carl Schro-
eder for their generous support towards new garden projects 
identified in the Interpretive Plan, the King Conservation 
District for 
its grant for 
interactive 
bed markers 
that will be in 
the Waterwise 
Garden, and to 
all the BBGS 
members and 
donors who 
have helped 
fund these 
changes. Look 
for the ad-
ditional bed 
markers and 
interpretive 
changes in the 
Gathering Place 
in the future.

Changes in the  
Garden by Tracy Landsman
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Not only is the Bellevue Botanical Garden a 
beautiful urban refuge to enjoy horticulture 
and natural beauty, it is also a wonderful 
place to foster the love and appreciation of 

gardens for children. Over the last five years, my family 
and I have visited the Garden almost weekly, and we have 
learned a great deal about its many gifts, especially for 
small children. To make a day to remember in the Garden, 
I have compiled a few ideas that I would like to share with 
you: 

Come prepared! The Garden and its interconnected 
trails cover over fifty-three acres of land; therefore, having 
the right step-up will help ensure a melt-down-free visit. 
Bring a sturdy stroller, such as a BOB, as many trails are 
not paved. The stroller provides a nice respite for the 
kids when needed and will offer you a place to put your 
latte and other supplies while on your adventure. Hats, 
sunscreen, water bottles, snacks, and binoculars are also 
good. Packing a light picnic in a cooler bag could enhance 
your experience, but remember that picnicking is only 
allowed in designated areas.

Make a stop at Wilburton Playground. Wilburton 
Playground is an idyllic park for children, just a quarter 
mile outside the Yao Japanese Garden gate, down a dirt 
path. The playground has a zip line, play structures, 
swings, slides, a soccer field, and shaded tables. The park 
is an excellent way to “reward” the children for good 
behavior in the Garden and will allow them to get some 
of their energy out. If you are feeling ambitious, Kelsey 
Creek Park is a little more than a half mile away, down a lovely, 
shaded trail and through the Wilburton neighborhood. Kelsey 
Creek Park has an historic barn and Fraser cabin dating back 
to the late eighteen hundreds. Farm animals such as bunnies, 
chickens, goats, and horses are also readily available to visit.

Children’s Discovery Map. On your way into the Garden, 
you might stop at the Trillium Store and purchase an excellent 
book called EXPLORE! ($6.95; BBGS Members receive ten 
percent off all purchases at the Trillium Store). The book helps 
children fully experience the Garden and discover its delightful 
secrets! For example, the book has a Children’s Discovery 
Map that explores over sixteen fun spots in the Garden. Some 
of our favorites are Goldiwarts (a giant bronze toad), the 
hobbit door, the Ravine Experience, and the Tateuchi Pavilion. 
Remember to stop by the restrooms near the entrance or at 
the Shorts House before heading out on your adventure, as 
there are no other restrooms within the gardens. 

Be Respectful. Being in a botanical garden is like being in 
an art museum. Each plant, trail, and garden scape is garden 
art designed and maintained by staff and many volunteers. 
Teaching our children to respect and care for gardens is 

essential. Keep the children on the trails, enjoy the plants with 
their eyes (i.e., no picking), and put trash in a receptacle. 
Also, dogs, bicycles, rollerblades, and skateboards are not 
allowed in the Garden to help keep the gardens safe and clean 
for everyone. Service animals are, of course, welcome. When 
children show respect and are acknowledged, it will build their 
confidence and their respect for gardens into their adult life. 

Bring a Friend. Although the Bellevue Botanical Garden is 
recognized internationally as one of the best gardens in the 
world, there are still many people who have not been to the 
Garden. There is something special about sharing a pleasant 
walk through the gardens that provide connectivity and 
enlightenment. A great place to meet is at the Shorts House 
where you can grab a treat from the coffee shop, use the 
restroom, and allow the kids to explore on the vast lawn while 
waiting for friends.

I hope you enjoyed these ideas. We look forward to seeing you 
and your children or grandchildren in the Garden!

A Day to Remember in the 
Garden Words and photo by Monique Gallery

Our sincere thanks to Monique Gallery, BBGS member and 
volunteer, for sharing this article with us.
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Garden d’ Lights is right around the corner! Dates are 
November 26-December 31, 4:30-9pm. Lights go 
out at 9:30pm. The event will be closed on Christmas 

Day, but will be open on Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve. 
Members will receive their free pass in the mail in November. 

Additional tickets can be purchased online at gardendlights.org 
and are $8 per person. Children ten and under are free and do 
not need a ticket. 
   Tickets go on sale on October 15. Please note that again 
this year, tickets will be sold online only and are date and time 
specific, so make sure to buy your tickets before arriving at the 
event. Get tickets and event details at gardendlights.org. Our 
sincere thanks to Amazon for their generous sponsorship of 
Garden d’Lights 2022.

This iconic event would not be possible without 
hundreds of volunteer hours, and you can be a part 
of this amazing effort! Volunteering during Garden 
d’Lights is a great way to contribute to your 

community and have fun while doing so! Here are the ways 
you can be involved: 

Installation before the event: October 24-November 18
Installation volunteers will help move holiday lights, pound 
in stakes, set up light displays, and more. It’s your chance 
to be a part of the “behind the scenes” work that goes into 
putting on this major event. Installation shifts are during the 
daytime, Monday-Saturday. If you are a current volunteer 
who is interested in helping with Garden d’Lights installation, 
and have not yet connected with Cleo Raulerson, please let 
her know you are interested in joining the team by sending 
an email to cleo@raulerson.net. Schedule updates will be 
communicated via email. If you have not volunteered at 
the Garden before, you must first complete a volunteer 
application and attend a new volunteer orientation. 
To complete an application, please visit our website at 
BellevueBotanical.org/Volunteer and click the “APPLY NOW” 
button. Be sure to ndicate your interest in Garden d’Lights on 
your application. An annual background check is required for 
all positions.

During the event: November 26-December 31
There are multiple shifts each evening, each about 2½ 

Volunteers Needed for Garden d’Lights!
hours long. All positions are outdoors, except Trillium Store 
volunteers, and require standing or walking. If you have 
difficulty standing or walking, but you would still like to 
help with the event, please email the Volunteer Program 
Coordinator, Colin Wick, at cwick@bellevuewa.gov to discuss 
what accommodations can be made.

Greeters: You’ll keep the entry lines organized and flowing, 
scan tickets, and help people as they make their way into the 
event. You will also answer questions (“What’s your favorite 
section?” “Where is the coffee?”) and be a smiling face as 
people enter the event. 

Special Event Support (SES): You’ll make sure the event runs 
smoothly, that all areas are safe and clean, and that visitors are 
having a great time. As an SES volunteer, you will be roaming 
the event during your shift—walking the paths, helping with 
crowd management in busy areas, and talking with visitors, 
among other operational duties.

Trillium Store: Extra cashiers will be needed in the evenings 
during the event. 

   Training days for event volunteers will be held 
November 19-21. You must be available to attend 
training on one of those days. Current Bellevue Botanical 
Garden volunteers can sign up for event shifts online now in 
Volgistics. Contact Colin Wick at cwick@bellevuewa.gov or 
425-452-6826 with questions.

Garden d’Lights

Photo by Rebecca Randall
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Botanical gardens are some of the 
most visited and treasured sites in the 
world. Estimates of the total number 
of botanical gardens vary from 

about 1,775 to over two thousand, scattered 
across 148 countries. There are approximately 
two hundred in North America, four hundred 
in Europe, 150 in Russia, and 230 in south-
eastern Asia. There are also botanical gardens 
in Australia, New Zealand, Central and South 
America, China, Africa, and the Middle East, 
and each one is unique.
   People around the globe clearly love botanical 
gardens, but when it comes to explaining 
exactly what sets them apart from other parks, 
there is less consensus. In his wonderful article, 
“The Weight of a Petal: The Value of Botanical 
Gardens,” H. Bruce Rinker quips that “Some 
people have the mistaken impression that botanical gardens are 
parks devoid of play.” This is partly true. They do not feature 
soccer fields or swing sets, wading pools or dog runs, but like 
Bellevue Botanical Garden, they can offer countless delights. 
   What really sets them apart, though, are their special 
purposes and the worth of those purposes to humans and the 
planet we call home. Fundamentally, botanical gardens today 
are serious, scientific places devoted to helping people learn 
about and value the botanical world. As such, they mingle 
important business with beauty and pleasure like nowhere else.
   The American Public Gardens Association describes 
botanical gardens as places devoted to the culture, study, and 
exhibition of documented collections of living plants. This 
requires commitment to “developing, documenting, verifying, 
maintaining, sharing, propagating and disseminating their 
plant collections.”
   Sharon Willoughby, historian and head of interpretation at 
Kew Royal Botanic Garden in London, notes that “all modern 
botanic gardens have a role in plant science, conservation and 

inspiring the public to appreciate the vital role of plants and 
fungi to life on Earth.”
   This preservation and conservation role for botanical gardens 
has expanded and taken on extra urgency in recent years as 
plant extinctions have pushed the need for stewardship of the 
natural, botanical world to the forefront. According to Rinker, 
of the more than 400,000 identified plant species worldwide, 
two-thirds are in danger of extinction in this century, mostly 
because of human activity. He reminds his readers that plants 
provide us “with food, shelter, fuel, clothing and medicines…
We also value species richness for recreation, scientific research, 
wonder and primal companionship.”
   Botanical gardens had their ancient genesis as medical 
gardens called “physic gardens,” intended for the cultivation 
and study of herbs for medicinal use. Over the hundreds of 
years since, that role has steadily expanded to a much broader 
interest in botany and horticulture for a variety of purposes—
scientific, economic, political, and social. 
   Now, Rinker and other horticultural experts are also coming 
to see the education and underlying ethics of today’s botanical 
gardens as increasingly mission-critical for human survival. 
“A solid commitment to education and ethics could stem 
this appalling trend, launching botanical gardens as leaders 
in ecological stewardship,” he observes. “Plants represent the 
basis of most life on the planet. Like the weight of a petal, 
a handful of botanical gardens across the globe can help us 
steward earth’s green mantle and, thereby, insure our own 
survival...” 
   It is no wonder people everywhere so appreciate their 
beautiful and hardworking botanical gardens. There is nothing 
else quite like them in the world!

Pictured above, Aswan Botanical Garden in Upper Egypt. Pictured at left, 
Augsburg Botanical Garden, Augsburg, Germany. Photos courtesy of  
Alamy.com.

Botanical Gardens: Parks 
with a Purpose by Wendy Leavitt
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This has been a year of transitions and new 
beginnings at the Garden. We said farewell to 
longtime Garden Director, Nancy Kartes, as well 
as Society Manager, Courtney Voorhees, and 

welcomed new Garden Director, James Gagliardi, and new 
Society Manager, Joe Abken. Although the goodbyes have 
been hard, we are all excited to welcome new leadership to the 
Garden and the Society!
   The two leaders come to BBG with different backgrounds, 
but with the same passion to preserve the Garden’s long legacy 
of excellence, while also seeking out new opportunities for 
growth.
   James, pictured on the left, originally hails from Berlin, 
Connecticut, and comes to the Garden from the Smithsonian 
Gardens in Washington DC where he served as a supervisory 
horticulturist and was responsible for the landscapes and 
programming at the Smithsonian Castle, Enid A. Haupt 
Garden, Kathrine Dulin Folger Rose Garden, Mary Livingston 
Ripley Garden, National Museum of Asian Art, and National 
Museum of African Art. He received his bachelor’s degree in 
Horticulture from the University of Connecticut, and went on 
to earn a master’s degree and certificate in Museum Studies 
as a fellow in the Longwood Graduate Program in Public 
Horticulture at the University of Delaware. In his free time, 
James enjoys expressing his creativity through photography 
and ceramics, and looks forward to exploring the arts, culture, 
and outdoor recreation this area offers.

   Joe, pictured on the right, 
was raised in White Salmon, 
Washington. He earned an 
associate of arts degree from 
Clark College in Vancouver, 
WA, and relocated to the 
Seattle area in 2004. He joined 
the team at Sky Nursery in 
Shoreline in 2005 where 
he began as merchandiser/
buyer and was promoted to 
general manager in 2008. In 
2017, his horticultural career 
began in earnest when he was 
named Executive Director of 
Kruckeberg Botanic Garden 
in Shoreline, where he served 
for more than five years. When 
he’s not at the helm of BBGS, 
Joe enjoys gardening, cooking, 
photography, travel, and 
walking his two dogs.
   Both men have been amazed 
by the enthusiasm and affection 
the community has for the 

Garden. “It has been a wonderful experience meeting our 
stakeholders and finding out how much everyone loves the 
Garden,” says James. Joe concurs. “The highlight for me 
has been learning how engaged the community is and how 
passionate they are about the Garden,” he says. Adds James, 
“The Garden’s evolution has been substantive. We opened 
thirty years ago as a thirty-six-acre garden with few amenities, 
and we’ve grown to fifty-three acres with a vibrant education 
program, beloved community events, new facilities, and 
annual visitorship of 400,000 people.”
   Both leaders look to the future with excitement and a touch 
of realism. “There are still people who haven’t discovered the 
Garden,” says Joe. “Our number of visitors is only going to 
increase.” Adds James, “The Garden is no longer Bellevue’s 
best-kept secret. The question we need to answer is, how do 
we continue to grow, while ensuring accessibility, diversity, a 
strong infrastructure, and sustainable growth?”
   No doubt these questions will be front and center in the 
months and years ahead, and both men have the experience, 
energy, and imagination to answer them. Says James, “There is 
so much opportunity ahead, and we are both lucky to inherit 
these roles.”
   If you see Joe and James when you visit the Garden, be sure 
to stop and say hi!

Meet Our New 
Leaders By Darcy McInnis
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“There is no beginning and 
no end to a garden; it is 
a set of processes, not a 
product. This is what I love; 
this …evolution where you 
need...experience, a little 
knowledge, craft, science, 
art, and, wherever you can, a 
dash of poetry...” 

-Carol Klein, English garden 
writer and TV personality

• If you haven’t already 
bought your spring 
blooming bulbs, it’s not 
too late, but don’t delay! 
You can plant them 
through December. Fall is 
a great time to plant bulbs because the soil is still relatively 
warm.

• Plant early blooming snowdrop (Galanthus sp.) bulbs 
under deciduous shrubs and perennials to extend the 
gardening season. Plant twice as many as you think you 
will need because, in the case of snowdrops, about half 
of them won’t come up. The good news is that they are 
inexpensive, and due to their small size, you don’t have to 
dig a big hole.

• Pot up Amaryllis bulbs inside now for big, beautiful 
blooms for Christmas. Make sure to leave the top two-
thirds of the bulb above the soil line. Put them in bright 
light and turn them weekly to encourage them 
to grow straight. Water, but sparingly.

• Keep tomatoes on the vine for as long as 
possible. When a frost is imminent, pick all 
remaining tomatoes and place them on a sunny 
windowsill where they will continue to ripen. 
Another method is to place them in a paper 
bag in a single layer in a warm location. To 
speed up the process, put a banana in the bag 
with them. Bananas contain ethylene gas which 
will increase the likelihood of getting red 
tomatoes. Check them frequently.

• Dig Canna, Colocasia, and Begonia tubers to 
bring into a cool frost-free area (like a garage) 
to overwinter. There’s no need to add more 
soil to the root ball to fill the pot. Give them a 
little water once a month. When new growth 
barely starts to emerge, it’s time to move them 
back outside.

• Bring in any houseplants you have placed 

outside for the summer. Be sure to check for pests and 
diseases first.

• It’s fun to make a fall flower arrangement by using a 
hollowed-out pumpkin for a vase. They usually hold 
water but test them first to make sure. Ideas for plant 
material include red-twig dogwood, Pittosporum, Magnolia 
grandiflora, ornamental cabbage, and Japanese maple 
branches along with Rudbeckia, Salvia, Dahlia, and 
Camellia flowers.

Plant early blooming snowdrop bulbs under deciduous shrubs and perennials to extend the gardening season. 

Gardening Tips 
for Autumn By Nita-Jo Rountree

Pot up Amaryllis bulbs inside now for big, beautiful blooms for Christmas.
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Pre-registration is required. Register at bellevuebotanical.
org/learn. Prices vary; see our website for pricing 
information. Webinars are recorded and you will receive 
the recording the next business day. 

Peonies, Oct 6, 7-8:30pm (WEBINAR). Kit Haesloop will 
provide an overview of peonies, including important care to 
ensure maximum blooms and disease prevention.

Children’s Workshop: All About Tardigrades, Oct 9, 1-3pm. 
We will have tardigrade-related activities and a moss tour of the 
garden. Recommended for ages 6-10.

Multi-Media Birds and Flowers, Oct 15, 9am-1pm. Join Terry 
MacDonald and learn techniques using a variety of mixed media 
objects in a painting to create one-of-a-kind projects. 

Cultivating Color, Oct 19, 7-8:30pm. See details below. 

Forest Bathing in the Ravine, Nov 4, 10:30am-12:30pm. 
Take a Walk on the Wild Side with Deborah Wilk and Jessica 
Hancock, while practicing Mindfulness Meditation and Shinrin-
Yoku (Japanese Forest Bathing).

Fall Leaves, Seedpods, and Gourds Botanical Drawing, 
Nov 5, 1-4pm (WEBINAR). Celebrate the beauty of autumn 
with Dorota Haber-Lehigh by creating a drawing of a fall leaf, 
seedpod branch, or a small gourd

No Fear Garden Design, Nov 10, 7-8:30pm (WEBINAR). Sue 
Goetz will present a guide and creative approach to designing a 
garden with practical ideas, advice, and shortcuts. 

Fall Lichen Walk, Nov 12, 10am-12pm. Enjoy a walk around 
BBG with Dr. Katherine Glew while learning about common 
lichens found in an urban environment and what they can tell us 
about air quality and the make-up of plants and geology. 

Build Your Own Wreath, Dec 3. Two classes: 9:30-11:30am 
and 12:30-2:30pm. Learn how to build a holiday wreath starting 
on a wire form, ending with a bow, and natural greens and 
botanicals in between. 

Children’s Craft Workshop: Winter Stars, Dec 4, 1-2:30pm. 
From berries to vines, use natural materials to create several 
different kinds of stars to make a garland or to hang as an 
ornament.

Register for these educational programs 
at bellevuebotanical.org/learn.

Lorene Edwards Forkner is a former nursery owner 
who is now a prolific writer and much in demand 
speaker. Her work centers on exploring the wonders 
of the natural world. She is the former editor of 

Pacific Horticulture magazine and writes a weekly gardening 
column for Pacific Northwest Magazine in The Seattle Times 

October Lecture
By Nita-Jo Rountree

and is the author of numerous gardening books, including 
the recently released Color In and Out of the Garden published 
this year by Abrams Books. Lorene is a warm and engaging 
speaker who uses imagery and language to tell garden/life 
stories that inspire and inform audiences.
   She is quoted in Pacific Horticulture, “I’d love to see a world 
where the best parts of tending a garden and working in 
horticulture—nurturing and connection—become a part of 
the fabric of society. Beauty is a seductive invitation to tend 
the larger world…Nuanced colors keep us learning to see. And 
hopefully our personal digging in the garden promotes respect 
and support for all.”
   Her lecture, “Cultivating Color,” will illustrate how color 
is one of nature’s most sophisticated tools to capture the 
attention of all living creatures. You will learn how to hone 
your perception, discover hidden hues, and cultivate an 
expansive view of the world around you. Color is powerful 
and delightful!

Cultivating Color
Wednesday, October 19 | 7pm 

The Aaron Education Center 
$10.50 BBGS members/$15 non-members
Buy tickets at bellevuebotanical.org/lectures.

Book signing to follow lecture

Autumn 2022

Classes
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The twenty-ninth annual Bellevue Botanical Garden 
Society Annual Meeting and Trillium Celebration 
took place on August 2. The meeting was held 
on Zoom again this year to accommodate our 

ever-expanding membership. Attendees met our new leaders, 
Joe Abken and James Gagliardi, listened to retiring Garden 
Director Nancy Kartes share her thoughts about the Garden, 
and heard updates from board leadership. 
   Society Board of Directors for 2022-2023 were also elected 
at the Annual Meeting. We said farewell to four board 
members: Heather Babiak-Kane, Cleo Raulerson, Barbara 
Bruell, and Gretchen Stengel. We thank these board members 
for their tremendous contributions.
   We welcomed four new members to the board of directors: 
Sara Hutton, Genevieve Macdonald, Jane Ramsay, and 
Carolyn Yuen. In addition, longtime board member, Kathleen 
Searcy, was elected to a new three-year term. We welcome 
these new members to the board of directors!
   The Trillium awards were the highlight of the evening. The 
Trillium Award is given each year to three of our outstanding 
volunteers. This year’s recipients were:

Amy Doughty
Amy has transformed our financial 
reports into clear, well thought-out 
reports that are understandable for 
those outside the realm of finance. 
That takes a deep understanding of 
our organization’s financials, which 
she has. Amy has also served as a 

Photo by Bob Cerelli

valuable member of the events 
team, helping when needed, 
always bringing creative ideas, and 
always staying upbeat. During the 
Vintage Sale, she sorted, organized, 
displayed, and priced mountains of 
fine china, which was a huge help. 
Amy is fastidious, gracious and a 
pleasure to work with.

Kathryn 
Fantasia
Kathryn 
has worked 
countless 
hours on 
our events 
team and 
has an 
incredible 
artistic flare that she’s put to use 
creating name tags, place cards and 

invitations. She has served on the Board of Directors and as 
the Secretary of the Board. As Secretary, she brought new 
order and processes into the position which continue to be 
utilized by the Board today. She analyzed data necessary for 
decision making in a way that all can understand. She also 
served as jewelry consultant, doing extensive research for The 
Vintage Sale. Kathryn is a thoughtful, well-spoken and kind-
hearted individual.

Pat Rytkonen
Pat has been part of the Garden 
d’Lights team for more than ten 
years, and is one of the longest-
serving volunteers on the team. She 
participates in build, install, and 
takedown. She has done many of the 
light pots and created mid-winter twig 
dogwood, the twenty-fifth anniversary 
pots, sponsor pots, and lantana, and is 

currently working on a surprise for 2022. She quietly coaches 
newer team members and teaches them the ropes.

Congratulations to our three Trillium Award winners, and 
thank you to all of you who attended the Annual Meeting  
and Trillium Celebration!

Annual Meeting & Trillium  
Celebration By Darcy McInnis
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with friends or family who are not members, they will need 
to purchase tickets before arriving. Tickets are date and time 
specific and are available beginning on October 15. Tickets 
must be purchased online at gardendlights.org. They will not 
be sold at the event.
   Member passes will be mailed by to all active members 
in mid-November, so keep an eye on your mail for yours! 
An image of this year’s pass is below, so you will be sure to 
recognize it when it arrives.
   Garden d’Lights begins on Saturday, November 26 and 
continues through December 31 (the event is closed on 
Christmas Day). Times are 4:30-9pm nightly and lights go 
out at 9:30pm. 
   We hope you will join us for this year’s event! 

Welcome New Members ! *
Contributing
Elise Lee & Kai Cheng

Supporting
Julie Nomi & James 
   Arzente
Chihyi Lin & Chi Hua 
   Chiu
James Gagliardi

Dual/Family
Catherine Abegg
Nicholas Gatlin & Joe 
   Abken
Elizabeth Altmiller
Lily Arnold
Jane Jiang & James 
   Babikian
Carol Bailey
Kathleen Baker
Kristine & Peter Barnes
Nancy Behrens
Shirley & Brian 
   Blakeley
Robin King & Keith 
   Blood
Sue & Dennis Bowden
Patricia & Andrew 
   Brown
Collin Butterworth
Cyd Morgan & Jason 
   Cherney
Mei-Li Shih & Kian 
   Chung
Eliza Cink
Kaarin & Adam 
   Costarella

Special Thanks to Our Sponsors

Barbara Dallas
Ester Stanton-Daly & 
   Dan Daly
Nancy Davidson
Kathleen & Dave Davis
Karen & Art Eash
Erin & Mark Egesdal
Sue Ferguson
Hannah Rose Franklin
Marjory & Max Gentry
Billen Gezahegn
Brittany Kauss & Kyle 
   Gibeault
Natalie Goobes
Wendy Haas
Carla Hamilton
Kathleen & Duston 
   Harvey
Janele & Jeff   
   Hemmerle
Karen Malen-Hogle & 
   Paul Hogle
Kristy  Hu
Michelle Hyde
Georgia & Bob Jensen
Sara Jerome & Nick 
   Kelly
Janet & Thomas Kophs
Katie LaFleur
Vision Lan
Jen Lettelleir
Corina & Greg Linden
Janet Reis & Bob 
   Lowe
Shelley Lundquist
Elizabeth & Derek 
   Mantey

Jin Shi & Kyle 
   Marcroft
Connie McCloud
Faith McDavid
Laura Miller
Kristin Nasman
Ellen & Nick Nebre
Maren Nelson
Arlene Carlson-
   Payne & Zak Payne
Ashley Prato
Mary & Carl Ransdell
Colette Reed
Cindy & Rick 
   Schuster
Cindy Pearson-  
   Seaman & Mark 
   Seaman
Rachel & David 
   Seidman
John Sothern
Beth & Larry Storm
Thomas Swenson
Megan Miller & 
   Robert Tabb
Tom Tanaka
Joy Tsai
Halee Turner
Victoria Smolen & 
   Brian Ugai
Kate Weiss
Fa Yan & Zhicong    
   Yao 
Xiaomin Zhou

* May 16 - August 15, 2022.

Individual
Nancy Anderson
Elsie Bartling
Karen Bidwell
Julia Bray
Brenda Carter
Laura Checkman
Deborah Christensen
Barbara Combs
Katy Cook
Lawrence Dickmann
Wilma Eiseman
Jaya Flanary
Rachel Garson
Kelsey Gordon
Michelle Hayden
Rebecca Hershey
Daria Hezel
Crystal Hill
Mary Rita Hurley

Veronica Ivaniukovich
Jill Jesurum-Godbout
Joelle Kantor
Debera Klinger
Genene Kluck
Eilieen Knoff
Mary Kolpacoff
Shiawling Lai
Sari Leiberman
Arlen Levy
Elizabeth Lok
Mengjia Lyu
Alice Muratsuchi
Deborah O’Keefe
Barbara Olson
Michelle Peterson
Mei Poon
Anne Purcell
Carole Rish
Hannah Rose

Habiba Sadat
Kathy Sternoff
Terry Lee Taylor
Annya Uslontseva
Jan Ward
Wendy Warne
Gwen Williams
Julia Witt
Miriam Works

Garden d’Lights Free 
for Members!

A free pass for Garden d’Lights is one of our most 
beloved member benefits. BBGS individual 
members receive a pass for one, and family/
dual and above members receive a pass for four. 

Members may use their pass on the night of their choice. 
Reservations are not needed. However, if you will be attending 

Photo by Anita White
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Bellevue Botanical Garden Society
Our Mission is to perpetuate and further enhance the  

Bellevue Botanical Garden as a learning resource  
in partnership with the City of Bellevue.

The Garden is located at 12001 Main St., Bellevue, WA 98005
and is open daily from dawn until dusk.

To reach Society staff, email us at 
bbgsoffice@bellevuebotanical.org

www.bellevuebotanical.org

bellevue botanical garden society board of directors
 

president Tracy Botsford 
vice president Nita-Jo Rountree 

treasurer Sara Hutton  
secretary Genevieve Macdonald 

 
 Amy Doughty, Chuck Freedenberg,  

Robin Root James, Jane Ramsay, Kathleen Searcy,  
Doris Wong-Estridge, Carolyn Yuen

the buzz team 
JG Federman, Tracy Landsman, 
Wendy Leavitt, Darcy McInnis,  

Ciscoe Morris, Nita-Jo Rountree, Colin Wick

submit a question for ciscoe morris 
askciscoe@bellevuebotanical.org 

 
contact the buzz team 

buzzteam@bellevuebotanical.org

Member Discount Program
BBGS members receive a 10% discount at the following 
nurseries, garden centers and garden service providers. 
Please see bellevuebotanical.org/membership for details. 

What's New!
Share the season with a 

life-sized, pop-up harvest 
wreath from Freshcut 

Paper Bouquets. This stunning 
pop-up wreath can be used as 
a centerpiece or hung from 
a door. The foldable design 
allows it to be gift-ready for 
mailing. Freshcut products are 
100% reusable and recyclable 
and a tree is planted for every 

product sold, $22.95.  
   Woodcut is a collection of 
three 300-piece puzzles featuring 
the work of artist Bryan Nash 
Gill. During his lifetime, Gill 
honored a tree’s growth pattern 
by creating prints using rescued 
wood from fallen trees around 
his studio and surrounding land 
in Connecticut. Each of the 
three puzzles depicts a detail 
print of rings and ridges hidden inside a tree trunk. Boxed set, 

$29.95.  
   Enjoy a warm and 
relaxing glow created 
by these decorative 
votive/tealight candle 
holders. Hand-blown 
glass votives are 
embedded with leaves 
and trimmed ith a gold 
foil edge. Place a small 

aluminum votive candle inside for easy, no wax cleanup. Tea 
lights are not included, three-inch round by three & 1/2 inch, 
$12. Two & 1/4 inch by three & 1/2 inch, $10.

Trillium Hours
October through November 23 
Tuesday-Sunday | 11am-3pm

Closed Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Eve & Christmas Day
Open evenings and weekends for Garden d’Lights

• Bartlett Tree Experts, Lynnwood
• Bellevue Nursery, Bellevue
• Bouquet Banque Nursery, Marysville
• Cedar Grove, 5 retail locations and online
• City Peoples Garden Store, Seattle 
• City People's Mercantile, Seattle
• Classic Nursery, Woodinville
• Crown Bees, Woodinville
• Davey Tree Expert Co., Redmond 
• Gray Barn Nursery & Garden Center, Redmond
• Kent East Hill Nursery, Kent 
• Jungle Fever Exotics, Tacoma 
• MsK Rare and Native Plant Nursery, Shoreline
• Old Goat Farm, Orting 
• Pine Creek Farms and Nursery, Monroe
• Ravenna Gardens, Seattle
• Swansons Nursery, Seattle
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P.O. Box 40536
Bellevue, WA 98015-4536
(425) 452-2750
bbgsoffice@bellevuebotanical.org

non-profit org.
u.s. postage

paid
bellevue, wa

permit no. 502

The Bellevue Botanical Garden Society is
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that  
supports the Bellevue Botanical Garden.
Our Vision: Through education and community 
involvement, we inspire all generations to advance 
Northwest horticultural knowledge, and preserve 
natural beauty and our local ecology.

G o o d  t o 
K n o w !

Connect with Us!

Peonies, Oct 6, 7-8:30pm 
(WEBINAR).

Children’s Workshop: All About 
Tardigrades, Oct 9, 1-3pm.

Multi-Media Birds and Flowers,  
Oct 15, 9am-1pm. 

Cultivating Color, Oct 19, 7-8:30pm. 

Forest Bathing in the Ravine,  
Nov 4, 10:30am-12:30pm. 

Fall Leaves, Seedpods, and 
Gourds Botanical Drawing,  
Nov 5, 1-4pm (WEBINAR).

No Fear Garden Design,  
Nov 10, 7-8:30pm (WEBINAR).

Fall Lichen Walk, Nov 12,  
10am-12pm.

Build Your Own Holiday Wreath, 
Dec 3. Two classes: 9:30-11:30am 
and 12:30-2:30pm.

Children’s Craft Workshop: Winter 
Stars, Dec 4, 1-2:30pm. 

Photo by Michele Burton

Garden d’Lights
Nov 26 - Dec 31

4:30-9pm
Bellevue Botanical 

Garden

Members, look for your free pass  
in the mail in November!

Details at 
gardendlights.org

Nov 26-Dec 31, 2022. 
4:30-9pm nightly 
(closed Christmas 
Day). Tickets sold 

online only: gardendlights.org.


