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Trees
I think that I shall never see
A poem lovely as a tree...

-Joyce Kilmer

The symphony of autumn leaves in vivid shades 
of orange, yellow, and red has ended, but all is 
not lost; the absence of leaves often reveals pre-
viously unnoticed fascinating and beautiful bark.
     Most tree species have bark that is unique 

in structure and appearance. The function of the outer tree 
bark is to minimize water loss from the stems, deter insect and 
fungal attacks, and in some cases, can be a protector against 
fire damage as in the high fire resistance of redwood and giant 
sequoia trees. Many trees can even be identified exclusively by 
the characteristics of the bark. A fun winter adventure would 
be to walk through the Bellevue Botanical Garden to identify 
trees by their bark. Here are a few clues:
     Acer davidii (snakebark maple)—This species of maple was 
discovered in 1869 in China by a Jesuit missionary, Jean Pierre 
Armand David (thus the species name). It is in the taxonomic 

Macrantha section 
of maples which 
contains eighteen 
different species 
including A. capil-
lipes and A. pensyl-
vanicum, all also 
called snakebark 
maples. A. davidii 
is best known for 
its snake-like bark 
and brilliant fall leaf 
color. It likes sun to 
part shade, grows 
thirty to fifty feet 
high and twenty to 
forty feet wide, and 
is hardy in Zones 
5-7. These trees do 
not perform well 
in the heat and hu-
midity of the deep 
south. A. davidii 
can be found in 
the Rhododendron 
Glen and the Yao 
Garden.
     Acer griseum (pa-
perbark maple)—

Native to the mixed forests in central China, A. griseum (pic-
tured above) is particularly noted for its attractive exfoliating, 
paper-like copper-orange bark that peels into thin, tight curls 
revealing brighter cinnamon-red wood beneath. Not only does 
the trunk display this pleasing peeling bark effect, but so do 
even the young branches. Equally attractive are the three-lobed 
leaves, dark green above 
but frosty blue-green un-
derneath. In fall, the tex-
tured leaves turn brilliant 
red and orange. Paperbark 
maple is a small slow-
growing oval rounded tree 
that grows in full sun to 
part shade in moisture re-
tentive well-drained soil. It 
is hardy to Zone 4, reaches 
a height of twenty to 
thirty feet tall and fifteen 
to twenty-five feet wide, is 
a Great Plant Pick (www.
greatplantpicks.org) and is 
the recipient of the Royal 

Beautifully Bare
By Nita-Jo Rountree

Stewartia pseudocamellia bark. Inset, Stewartia bloom.
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Horticultural Society’s prestigious Award 
of Garden Merit (AGM). This tree can be 
found in the Bellevue Botanical Garden’s 
Curbside Garden and in Rhododendron 
Glen.
     Betula albosinensis var. septentrionalis (Chi-
nese red birch, also known as Chinese paper 
birch)—In his Manual of Woody Landscape 
Plants, Dr. Michael Dirr wrote, “Chinese Pa-
per Birch is a little-known-and-grown species 
with an exquisite bark character rivaled by 
few trees.” He further writes, “E. H. Wilson 
noted that ‘the bark is singularly lovely, being 
a rich orange-red or orange-brown and peels 
off in sheets, each no thicker than fine tissue 
paper, and each successive layer is clothed 
with a white glaucous bloom.’ ” Hardy to 
Zone 5, this birch grows thirty to fifty feet 
high and wide in full to part sun in medium 
to wet, well-drained soils and is a Great Plant 
Pick (GPP). Native to western China, it is 
common in European gardens but seldom 
seen in America; however, you can find it in Rhododendron 
Glen at the Bellevue Botanical Garden.
     Stewartia pseudocamellia (Japanese Stewartia)—The ge-
nus name, Stewartia, is in honor of John Stuart who was a 
sixteenth century Scottish botanist. The species name, pseu-
docamellia, means “false camellia,” so named because of its 
summer-blooming, glamourous, camellia-like white flowers 
that have showy yellow anthers. Like camellias, they open in 
succession making for a long-lasting display. Japanese stewartia 
is well-known for its stunning bark that exfoliates in strips of 
gray, orange, and reddish brown. It is native to the mountains 
of Japan and Korea, grows in full sun to open shade twelve to 
twenty-five feet high. Hardy to Zone 5, it is a GPP and has 

been awarded the AGM. 
They are in the Curbside 
Gardens, Perennial Border, 
and Yao Garden.
     The following tree is not 
in the Bellevue Botanical 
Garden, but is commercially 
available: 
     Arctostaphylos densiflora 
‘Howard E. McMinn’ (man-
zanita)—Owner of Xera 
Plants and author, Paul Bo-
nine, wrote “No other shrub 
is more symbolic of the Pa-
cific Coast than manzanita.” 
Of A. ‘Howard McMinn’, 
he writes, “A FANTASTIC 

Manzanita, ‘Howard’ forms an extremely handsome evergreen 
shrub to seven feet tall and wide in as many years. Striking 
mahogany bark is smooth with dark glossy deep green leaves.” 
He continues, “Profuse clusters of pink urn-shaped flowers 
appear in late winter and change to white…Maroon berries 
follow in 
summer.” 
It was bred 
by native 
plant author, 
Howard 
McMinn, 
in Sonoma, 
California. 
It is hardy 
to Zone 5, 
grows in full 
sun to some 
shade, and 
unlike most 
manzanitas, 
will tolerate 
some sum-
mer water.
     This 
winter, go 
exploring to 
find some 
“Beautifully 
Bare” bark!

Stewartia pseudocamellia bark. Inset, Stewartia bloom.

Arctostaphylos densiflorus ‘Howard E. McMinn’.

Betula albosinensis var. septentrionalis (Chinese red birch).
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A member of the Ranunculaceae, hellebores were 
well-known in the ancient world. Today, these 
dark herbs are still prized for their otherworldly 
beauty. Hellebores hybridize easily and there 
are many picotee or patterned cultivars to 

choose from. Color options include deep gradients of pink, 
white, green, red, and dark purple. 
     In particular, Helleborus odorus is a fragrant herbaceous 
perennial that can achieve a height above fourteen inches and 
a spread of approximately twenty-four inches. It blooms from 
February to March and signals a change of seasons. 
     Hellebores have showy, winter interest, as unique cultivars 
bloom at different times depending on climatic conditions. 

Featured Plant: Helleborus 
odorus By JG Federman

In midwinter, the vigorous, rustic 
quality of such hellebores is a sight 
to behold. From fall to early spring, 
hardy hellebores offer gardeners 
sunny dispositions.
     Despite its nodding flowers 
and seemingly delicate appearance, 
H. odorus contains toxic 
bufadienolides (cardiac glycosides) 
and other compounds that bolster 
its deer resistance. Even its 
phytoecdysteroids disrupt insect 
development! Needless to say, 
hellebores should not be ingested, 
and gloves are recommended to 
prevent rashes.
     Helleborus odorus enjoys highly 
fertile, well-drained soil with a 
dash of dappled shade. Sprinkles of 
compost or slow-release fertilizer 

at the plant’s base keep this specimen content. Moreover, keep 
the plant vibrant and healthy with properly managed blooms. 
Hellebores are often used for ground cover or borders. Mass 
for effect in shaded woody areas or to light areas of foliage 
with late winter color. Notable companions for color and 
contrast include Viburnum, Hamamelis (witch hazel), ferns 
(such as Blechnum or Polystichum), camellias, Caladium 
candidum (Angel Wings), Hosta (‘Sum and substance’), 
Galanthus (snowdrops), Pacific trillium (Trillium ovatum), and 
May apple (Podophyllum peltatum). 
     Helleborus odorus can be found in the Fuchsia Garden at the 
Bellevue Botanical Garden. Visit this winter and be inspired by 
their fragrance and beauty!

Director’s  
Note By Joseph Abken

As we embrace the fresh start of a new year, I find 
myself reflecting on the past and anticipating the 
exciting journey that lies ahead. The recent holiday 

season provided a moment for gratitude and introspection, 
and I’m delighted to share some highlights with you.
     Collaboration and partnership have been at the heart of our 
accomplishments. The articles in this issue underscore how 
our best efforts often emerge through shared initiatives. Our 
alliance with the City of Bellevue stands as a testament to the 
strength of such partnerships. With the support of donors, 
members, and volunteers, we have not only achieved project 
milestones, but also fortified our commitment to the shared 
goal of sustaining and preserving the Garden.
     Repeated collaborations have not only led to project 
completion but have deepened our sense of accomplishment 

Continued on page 11
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Don’t panic! You’ve had the good fortune of experiencing a 
true wonder of nature. That slimy amoeba-like creature isn’t an 
alien life form; it’s a unique organism unlike anything else on 
earth. These jelly-like pulsating blobs are commonly referred to 
as “slime mold,” or in less polite circles, “dog vomit fungus.” 
These fascinating organisms are rarely described as attractive, 
but they come in a range of iridescent colors including yellow, 
orange, red, blue, brown, black, and white. More commonly 
seen in spring and fall, slime molds also show up in Northwest 
gardens during mild winters.
     Scientists had a hard time figuring out what these odd 
organisms were. Although they were originally thought to be 
fungal, slime molds also displayed characteristics more often 
attributed to animals, such as the ability to move. Eventually 
these oddball creatures were relegated to a catch-all taxonomic 
kingdom known as Protoctista, a name for organisms that 
are not an animal, plant, or fungus. There are hundreds of 
different species of slime mold. Over sixty different varieties 
have been identified in Mount Rainier National Park alone. 
     Slime molds are made up of thousands of tiny cells that 
group together to form a mass that can grow to fourteen 
inches in diameter. The most amazing thing about this 
primordial goober is that it can actually move! Each cell 
contains tiny microfilaments that act as muscles and enable 
the blob to crawl at a rate of about a half-inch per hour in 
search of their favorite snacks, including decaying vegetation, 
bacteria, fungi, and other slime molds. Even more amazing 
is that even though these organisms lack a brain, tests in the 
lab found that they have a memory. When scientists routinely 
place food in the same remote location, the slime mold 

remembers where it is and goes there, even if it has to travel 
through a maze to find it.
     Hard as it is to believe, slime molds are harmless to 
humans, animals and plants. They’re saprophytic, meaning 
they derive nourishment from decaying organic materials, and 
will not attack living plants. In fact, naturalists and biologists 
consider these oddities of nature to be beneficial in their role 
as decomposers and recyclers of nutrients. 
     Although they are fascinating to observe, slime molds can 
be a less than attractive addition to your garden. If you don’t 
like the look of it, the good news is that it will disappear as 
soon as drier weather returns. The bad news is that it will 

produce and distribute spores, so this 
unsightly organism may well reappear next 
year when moist conditions return. 
     If a truly disgusting slime mold shows 
up in a key location and you feel you must 
remove it, don’t spray it with a hose, as 
that will only spread it around. Instead, 
rake it up and relocate it to an out-of-the-
way location where it can do its beneficial 
work. Better yet, invite friends over to 
check out this wonder of nature. Just 
don’t forget to tell them about some of its 
unusual attributes. It can be embarrassing 
to watch friends run away screaming 
after the quivering blob moves in their 
direction!

Q

Ask Ciscoe
By Ciscoe Morris

Help! There is a quivering, slimy, bright-yellow 
goober growing in my garden bed. It even 
seems to move! What is this alien life form and 
how can I destroy it before it takes over my 
garden?
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One morning in early March, just as the sky is 
starting to grow light, some area residents 
will be awakened by a rapid drumming 
sound, surprisingly loud and persistent. Is 
it on the roof? The chimney flashing? There 

it goes again: drumming, a pause, more drumming, another 
pause. “I know that sound!” would-be sleepers will mumble, 
punching the pillow. “It’s a woodpecker, a flicker! Spring is 
here.”
     Of the eleven woodpeckers typically found in the Pacific 
Northwest, Northern flickers (pictured above) are the species 
humans most often interact with directly. Their noisy fanfare 
for spring may be irritating, but it is serious business for the 
bird, defining territory and attracting a mate. The whole point 
is to be as loud as possible. One famous flicker could be heard 
from half a mile away, according to Cornell’s Lab of Ornithol-
ogy website (www.allaboutbirds.org). Drumming usually 
ceases by mid-May, as the quieter task of nesting commences.
     When they are not drumming or nesting, flickers can often 
be spotted feeding on the ground, where they use their bills 
to search for ants and beetles. They will helpfully pull out the 
moss from any cracks in a sidewalk or driveway and “aerate” 

the lawn while searching for food, with a pecking motion like 
an old treadle-style sewing machine.
     Like other woodpeckers, flickers clearly are not songbirds, 
but they each have unique calls made during their undulating 
flights and to communicate with mates or announce territorial 
boundaries. They also have stiff tails that they use as props and 
sturdy bills for finding food and digging their nesting cavities, 
usually in dead trees or dead parts of living trees. They have 
even been known to make do with holes in utility poles, fence 
posts or even your siding, but that is not their preference.
     Downy and hairy woodpeckers, two smaller woodpeckers 
common to this region, are of a quieter nature, although they 
also drum. Unlike flickers, these two woodpeckers take their 
meals on the trunks and along the branches of trees. The petite 
downy woodpecker (about six and three-quarter inches long; 
pictured at the bottom of page 7) pecks along small branches, 
while the slightly larger hairy (about nine inches long) opts 
for tree trunks and larger branches in quest of insects. It is in-
teresting to note that well-mannered woodpeckers make little 
noise at all while feeding.
     If you provide food for garden birds, woodpeckers such 
as these three, as well as the much rarer pileated woodpecker, 
may also favor you with a visit, especially if you offer suet in 
a feeder that has the essential tail brace attached. Suet that in-
cludes dried mealworms, nuts, and berries is a favorite.
     Pileated woodpeckers (about sixteen-plus inches long) are 
the largest and showiest of the woodpeckers. They are dazzling 
to see with their striking red crowns, white heads striped with 
a black eye mask (plus a little red moustache on males), and 
glossy, black backs. They are also wary, however, and will move 
around and around a tree truck to hide from view. 
     In flight and while landing, Pileated woodpeckers make 
an unmistakable loud and rapid “kuk-kuk-kuk” sound. When 
excavating a new nest, they sound like a roofer with a heavy 
hammer taking slow, rhythmic swings. While other wood-
peckers make round holes, pileateds make rectangular holes, 
scattering large wood chips on the ground as they search for 
carpenter ants, their preferred food, or excavate a nesting site. 
Check The Sibley Guide to Birds for more information.
     Their large, well-made nests, newly constructed every year, 
are almost twice as deep as they are wide. Once the nestlings 
are gone, empty pileated woodpecker nests are reused by other 
birds and mammals, including owls, tree-nesting ducks, squir-
rels, bats, and pine martens. Their abandoned nests are such 
an important source of nesting and roosting sites for other 
creatures, that some scientists have considered calling pileated 
woodpeckers a “keystone” species because of their “dispropor-
tionately large” influence on an ecosystem. Nests created by 
smaller woodpeckers can also become housing for a variety of 
little birds such as wrens, nuthatches, and chickadees.

Knocking on Springtime’s  
Door By Wendy Leavitt

Continued on page 7
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A Shelter for All  
Seasons By Tracy Landsman

     Woodpeckers may occasionally do unwelcome hammer-
ing on your house, too, especially if suitable trees are not 
available. It may be seasonal drumming flicker-style, to find 
and store food, or to excavate a roosting or nesting site. In 
any case, Cornell’s Lab of Ornithology offers a science-based 
source of information on deterrent strategies (www.allabout-
birds.org/news/can-woodpecker-deterrants-safeguard-my-
house). Researchers evaluated every popular remedy, from 
plastic owls to reflective streamers, concluding at last that 
“nothing deterred woodpeckers all the time, and only the plas-
tic streamers worked with any consistency.”
     However, mature trees, not buildings, are critical to 
woodpeckers. In a tree-proud city like Bellevue, the sight and 
sounds of woodpeckers are a special sign of ecological health 
to be cherished and celebrated.

Bellevue Botanical Garden’s 2008 Master Plan 
recommended installation of shelters in the 
Garden where visitors could be protected 
from the elements. Many years later, Arlene 
Alton, a frequent visitor and generous 

supporter of the Garden, saw this same need and donated 
a beautiful shelter that is located on the far west side of 
the Northwest Perennial Alliance’s Perennial Border. With 
three seats under a gracefully arching roof, visitors can 
now sit and enjoy lovely views of the Perennial Border in 
any kind of weather!
     Arlene shared her thoughts and motivation in funding 
the shelter: 

     We extend our sincere thanks to Arlene for her generous 
donation that will be enjoyed by our visitors for many years 
to come!

“The inspiration for a shelter came about several years 
ago when I was visiting the Garden with family. Sipping 
our fresh lattes, we strolled across the lawn on our way to 
the Perennial Border and it started to sprinkle. I casually 
remarked, ‘Wouldn’t it be nice if there was a shelter where 
we could sit and enjoy the Garden, even when it rains?’ 
Sometime later my son remarked, ‘Mom, I think you 
should pursue the idea of a shelter for the Garden.’
     “The idea seemed to be a worthy one, so, with family 
support, pursue it I did. Several things slowed the pursuit, 
including Covid and an inability to come up with a good 
design, but James and Joseph found it on their desks when 
they arrived and, with our encouragement, they found just the 
right design and location. Six months later the shelter had 
been ordered, delivered and installed!
     “The timing was particularly happy for me. All my family 
was visiting, and James and Joseph wrapped it with a 
beautiful red ribbon, and we dedicated it with the ribbon 
cutting and family pictures. A very special occasion!”

Knocking on Springtime’s Door, continued from page 6

If you would like to learn more about how you 
can support similar needs in the Garden, please 
contact Joseph Abken at (425) 452-5248 or 
jabken@bellevuewa.gov.
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One of the hallmarks of the Bellevue Botanical 
Garden and the Bellevue Botanical Garden 
Society are the partnerships that have been 
forged over the past thirty-one years since the 
Garden opened. Recent projects in the Yao 

Garden funded by the City of Bellevue, the Bellevue Botanical 
Garden Society, and individual donors demonstrate the 
dramatic impact these partnerships can have.
     The Yao Garden honors Bellevue’s sister city, Yao, Japan. 
Originally planted in the Bellevue Botanical Garden in 1992, 
the Yao Garden was intended to be a contemplative garden 
combining Japanese design with Pacific Northwest plants. At 
each bend in the paths, lovely views framed by a canopy of 
delicate maples offer visitors serene vistas for reflection. 

     Over the years, 
some restoration work 
was done; however, 
the pond in the Yao 
Garden, which is fed by 
water from the Native 
Discovery Garden 
wetland, had become 
filled with sediment and 
overrun by bulrush, a 
native sedge, that had 
become aggressive in 
the cultivated space.
     This fall, work 
began to restore the 
retention pond. To 

prepare for the pond’s dredging, 
Garden staff and volunteers first 
broke up the sedge root system. 
Two days of dredging followed. 
The overflow pipe needed repair, 
and a new, more discreet cap was 
fabricated and installed to control 
outflow. Three tons of river rock 
were brought in to refresh the 
two dry riverbeds running to the 
water’s edge. The pond’s new 
water level is a few inches higher 
than the previous level and the 
water is now clear and reflective. 
The pond has been restored to its 
original vision, reflecting the sky, 
trees, and rocks in the glistening 
water.
     Other work that was 
completed recently in the Yao 
Garden included repositioning 
the Dao bench to the northeast 

corner of the Garden to allow for better views and a more 
contemplative place to sit, while providing space for a 
wheelchair next to 
the bench (pictured 
at right). Future 
work will include 
the installation 
of metal edging 
on the paths to 
provide a crisper 
delineation 
between the 
paths and the 
surrounding beds, 
and some new 
plantings.
     This partnership 
between the City 
of Bellevue, the 
Bellevue Botanical 
Garden Society, and 
individual donors 
has enriched 
the Garden in a 
significant way. As Peter and Jane Barrett, generous donors 
to this project, noted, “We have enjoyed the Japanese gardens 
we have visited here and in Japan for their beauty, simplicity 
and the underlying philosophy of their design. Bellevue 
is fortunate to have such a one and its beauty should be 
preserved.”

Photo by Bob Cerelli

Yao Garden 
Changes By Tracy Landsman
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Special February Lecture
By Nita-Jo RountreeThe Bellevue Botanical Garden Society is proud 

to sponsor Thomas Rainer as one of the three 
principal judges for the Northwest Flower and 
Garden Festival! As part of our sponsorship 
agreement, we are permitted to have him give a 

special lecture just for us. 
     Thomas Rainer is a registered landscape architect, teacher, 
and author who lives in Arlington, Virginia. He is a leading 
voice in ecological landscape design, and has designed 
landscapes for the U.S. Capitol grounds, the Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Memorial, and The New York Botanical Garden, as 
well as over one hundred gardens from Maine to Florida. He 
is a celebrated public speaker who has garnered acclaim for his 
passionate presentations to audiences across the U.S. and in 
Europe. He co-authored Planting in a Post-Wild World. Thomas 
directs the design of projects for the landscape architectural 
and consulting firm Phyto Studio, www.phytostudio.com in 
Washington, D.C.
     Thomas’s talk will present a powerful alternative to 
traditional horticulture: designed plantings that function more 
like natural systems. Join us either in-person or online to learn 
how to create more functional adaptive plantings. 
     We will have Valentine’s Day treats for in-person attendees.

Functional Planting: Creating Adaptive Plant Systems
Wednesday, February 14, 7pm

In-person at The Aaron Education Center or online
$10.50 BBGS members/$15 nonmembers
Register at bellevuebotanical.org/lectures 

All registrants will have access to the recording for two weeks

     We are looking for volunteers to work in our booth to 
share information about the Bellevue Botanical Garden, our 
programs and events, and membership. What’s even better is 
that volunteers who sign up to work in our booth to promote 
the Society and our beautiful Garden will receive a free one-
day pass! Your shift will only be two-and-a-half hours, so 
before and after your shift you will be free to enjoy the show!
     Current volunteers can sign up for a shift in Volgistics. If 
you are not a volunteer and would like to help, please email 
us at bbgsoffice@bellevuebotanical.org for more information 
about how you can help.

The Northwest Flower & Garden Festival will take place 
at the Seattle Convention Center February 14-18, 
2024. Show hours are 9am-8pm Wednesday-Saturday 

and 9am-6pm Sunday. You can buy early-bird tickets at The 
Trillium Store now! Tickets are $22 per person, and the early-
bird price will be good through all dates of the show.
     The Society is excited to have a booth once again at the 
Festival! Because we are sponsoring Thomas Rainer, our booth 
will be located on the lower level beside the seminar rooms—
where all the action is! Hundreds of avid gardeners will pass 
by every day. Our booth will be especially beautiful, thanks to 
plants provided by Wells Medina Nursery.

Calling All Volunteers!
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Pruning hydrangeas is often confusing to many 
people. When someone asks a horticulturalist 
how and when they should prune theirs, the 
response is usually, “What species do you have?” 
That is usually followed by a blank stare from the 

inquiring person, then, “I don’t know. It was there when we 
bought the house.”
     The most common species of hydrangeas grown in home 
gardens consists of Hydrangea macrophylla, H. quercifolia, H. 
arborescens, and H. paniculata. All four should be pruned in late 
February or early March. Hydrangeas that start blooming in 
June are most likely H. macrophylla or H. quercifolia, and they 
bloom on “old wood”—that is, growth formed the previous 
year. They are thought to 
benefit from leaving the spent 
flowerheads on the plant until 
late February thereby offering 
the stems and newly forming 
buds some protection from 
cold. Breeders have developed 
“repeat blooming” Hydrangea 
macrophylla that bloom on both 
old and new wood, but even 
repeat bloomers should be 
pruned this way.
     In February, the new buds 
start to visibly swell, and 
they hold that year’s flowers. 
Deadhead (cut off) the spent 
flowers down to just above 

the first swollen bud on the branch 
(see photo below). A common pruning 
mistake is to cut the stem back to buds 
lower than the first one on the branch, 
and that results in no flowers for that year.
     Another type of pruning for H. 
macrophylla is a rejuvenation type 
pruning. Over time, the oldest, thickest 
branches stop producing flowers. When 
that happens, cut one-third of the biggest 
branches all the way to the ground. That 
encourages new branches to come up 
from the roots. Doing that every three 
years or so will result in thick, fully 
branched, healthy plants.
     Hydrangeas that start to bloom in 
July are most likely H. arborescens or H. 
paniculata, and they can be pruned almost 
to the ground because they bloom on 
“new wood”, that is, the growth that will 
be produced after the last frost. Some 
experts recommend not cutting back 

more than one-third of the height of the branches because they 
provide support for the new growth that will emerge from the 
roots. On the other hand, by cutting them back to within one 
foot off the ground, you can reduce their size, if desired. You 
can also simply deadhead the spent flowers.
     Whichever species you have, always cut out the three “D’s”: 
dead, diseased, or damaged branches.
     Remember, if you prune your hydrangea the wrong way, 
there’s always next year!

Pruning Hydrangeas
By Nita-Jo Rountree

Pictured above, Hydrangea ‘Little Quick Fire’ and H. ‘Spike’.
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•	 Go to the NW Flower and Garden Festival, February 
14 to 18 at the Seattle Convention Center. (See how to 
volunteer on page 9). Buy tickets at our Trillium Store,  
or online at gardenshow.com. 

•	 Even though hellebore foliage is evergreen, its leaves 
usually look tattered by winter. It is easier to cut them 
back in January instead of waiting until the flowers 
emerge in February.

•	 Order bare root roses from mail order catalogs. As soon as 
they arrive, soak the roots in a bucket of water for one to 
twenty-four hours then plant immediately.

•	 Plant sweet pea (Lathyrus odorus) seeds in four-inch pots 
(three seeds per pot) indoors in January or in the ground 
in March. Soak the seeds for eight to twenty-four hours 
before planting.

•	 Clean and sharpen garden tools.
•	 Provide water and food for the birds. Different birds 

prefer different types of food (see woodpecker article, 
page 6), but most like suet cakes. If you have problems 
with squirrels raiding your feeders, buy hot pepper suet 
and bird seed. Amazingly, it doesn’t bother the birds, 
but mammals don’t like it. Clean feeders and birdbaths 
frequently as they are a high point of contact, and disease 
can be transferred easily from one bird to another.

•	 Cut back deciduous grasses almost to the ground.
•	 Weeds don’t take a winter vacation. Weed often to avoid 

an overwhelming job in the spring.
•	 Prune Hydrangea paniculata, and H. arborescence one-third 

or more of their height. Deadhead other species to just 
above the first swollen bud (see article on page 10).

•	 Prune Group 3 clematis down to two feet above the 
ground.

•	 Prune hybrid tea, floribunda, and shrub roses to knee 
height. Remove dead, diseased, and damaged canes.

•	 Cut Cornus sericea, Cotinus, Paulownia, and Buddleia right 
down to the base to promote vigorous new growth.

•	 Sign up for classes and lectures at the Bellevue Botanical 
Garden!

Winter Gardening Tips 
By Nita-Jo Rountree

“All through the long winter, I dream of my garden.”
-Helen Hayes, First Lady of American Theatre

and joy. Working together, we have tackled challenges and 
found innovative solutions, fostering a strong bond that fuels 
our collective dedication to the Garden’s well-being.
     I encourage you to witness the fruits of our collaborative 
endeavors as you explore the Garden. The Yao Garden, with 
its newly enhanced retention pond, now reflects light and 
shadows in a captivating dance. Wander along the Urban 
Meadow path, and you’ll notice the meticulous edging and 
threshold stones, not just enhancing the visual appeal but 
providing clear guidance. Take a moment on the new bench 
by the NPA border, and you may find solace or engage in an 
enjoyable conversation with a friend—testaments to our shared 
commitment to creating a welcoming and beautiful space.
     Looking ahead, exciting prospects await us. Anticipation 
is building as we approach the arrival of the new Tateuchi Yao 

Pavilion. The installation of additional steel edging in key areas 
will continue, ensuring the continued enhancement of our 
beloved Garden.
     As we embark on this new chapter, I extend my sincere 
gratitude to each one of you for your unwavering support and 
dedication. Together, we will continue to nurture and elevate 
our Garden, creating a haven for all who visit.
     Wishing you a year filled with growth, collaboration, and 
the joy of shared accomplishments.

Sincerely,

Director’s Note, continued from page 4

Joseph Abken, Society Director
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how to evaluate, monitor, and respond to pest situations in 
ways that emphasize the least toxic options. 

Pilates for Gardeners, two classes: January 27 and February 
17, 10-11:30am. Taught by Jo Anne Iaciofano. This beginner-
friendly Pilates-inspired class will improve body movement, 
core strength, and muscle control.

Educator Workshop: Hands-on Nature Activities for 
Early Learners, February 3, 9am-1pm. This workshop will 
introduce you to two valuable guides: Project Learning Tree’s 
Environmental Experiences for Early Childhood and Project 
WILD’s Growing Up WILD.

Sticks and Stones: A Winter Photography Workshop, 
February 7, 6-8pm, Feb 10, 4:30-6:30pm, Feb 21, 6-8pm. 
Taught by Ray Pfortner. Explore camera settings, composition, 
and considerations for photographing in challenging weather. 

Lichen Walk, February 9, 10am-12pm. Taught by Dr. Katherine 
Glew. Learn about common lichens found in an urban 
environment and what they tell us about air quality, forest 
health, and geology.

Functional Planting: Creating Adaptive Plant Systems, 
February 14, 7-8:30pm. See details on page 9.

DIY Wire Cloches, two classes:  February 24, 9:30-11am 
and 12-1:30pm. Learn how to make the wire cloches you see 
in the Perennial Border at Bellevue Botanical Garden to keep 
rabbits from eating the plants.

Home Outside: Creating the Landscape You Love
Wednesday, March 13, 10am. See details on page 13.

Pre-registration required for all educational programs. 
Register at bellevuebotanical.org/learn. Prices and format 
vary; see our website for details.

Ciscoe and Nita-Jo’s Faves: Must Have Plants for Your 
Garden! January 10, 10am. See details below. 

Cutting out the Middleman: A Guide to Growing Your Own 
Cut Flowers, January 20, 9-10:30am. See details on page 13.

Integrated Pest Management for the Home Garden, 
January 25, 7-8:30pm. Taught by Adam Romero, in partnership 
with the Master Gardener Foundation of King County. Learn 

Winter 2024

Education

We have moved the time of our January lecture to 
10am because we hope the daytime hour will 
make it easier for our in-person attendees to drive 

to the Garden. The lecture will also be available online.
     Ciscoe Morris and Nita-Jo Rountree are well-known to 
viewers of “Plant of the Week” on the Bellevue Botanical 

Ciscoe and Nita-Jo’s Faves: 
Must Have Plants for Your Garden

Wed., January 10, 10am (note the 10am start time)
In-person at The Aaron Education Center or online

$10.50 BBGS members/$15 nonmembers 
Register at bellevuebotanical.org/lectures

Presented in-person and online. All registrants will have 
access to the recording for two weeks.

Garden Society’s Facebook page. Every week they show their 
favorite plant and give growing instructions for each.
     Ciscoe is a popular gardening radio and television 
personality and the author of Ask Ciscoe and Oh, la, la! Nita-
Jo is a speaker and author of Growing Roses in the Pacific 
Northwest.
     In their lecture, they will show, talk about, and sometimes 
argue about their favorite plants. They will give you detailed 
information and growing instructions for each plant.
     In-person attendees will have a chance to win plants and 
tickets to the Northwest Flower and Garden Festival!

January Lecture: 
Ciscoe & Nita-Jo
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Coming to us live from England, Benjamin Pope will 
be our special January speaker. In his lecture, Ben will 
focus on cut flowers—exploring the reasons why and 

methods used to grow your own. He will touch on equipment 
required, varieties available to grow, and their uses within an 
arrangement.
     Ben has studied and worked in horticulture for the last 
twenty-two years and is currently leading a team to maintain 
and develop a private garden in West Sussex in the United 
Kingdom. He has recently gained the Royal Horticultural 
Society’s Master of Horticulture and is a member of the 
RHS Herbaceous Committee. He regularly writes for the 
prestigious magazine, Gardens Illustrated. He also has a blog 
and website, www.theworkinggarden.com, and on it he writes, 
“I love the fact that in gardening you never stop learning, there 
is always something new to discover and share with others!”

Cutting Out the Middleman: 
A Guide  for Growing Your Own Cut Flowers

Saturday, January 20, 9am, Webinar Only
$10.50 BBGS members/$15 nonmembers
Register at bellevuebotanical.org/lectures

All registrants will have access 
to the recording for two weeks.

January Webinar: 
Benjamin Pope

With over three decades of experience, eight books, 
and numerous high-profile lectures, Julie Moir 
Messervy is an innovative leader in landscape and 

garden design, theory, and practice.
     Julie and her award-winning studio, www.JMMDS.
com, offer full-service landscape architecture and design for 
residences and organizations, including the famed Toronto 
Music Garden, https://www.toronto.ca/data/parks/prd/
facilities/complex/1707/index.html. She also offers an online 
landscape design service, www.homeoutside.com.

Home Outside: Creating the Landscape You Love
Wed., March 13, 10am, Webinar Only

$10.50 BBGS members/$15 non-members
Register at www.bellevuebotanical.org/lectures 

All registrants will have access 
to the recording for two weeks.

     Julie’s most recent book, Landscaping Ideas That Work, is 
her most practical book yet. Her first book, Contemplative 
Gardens, was named “One of the ten best garden books of the 
year” by The New York Times. Another of her books, Home 
Outside: Creating the Landscape You Love, won the Garden 
Writers Association of America’s Gold Medal—and the list 
goes on!
     Julie’s vision for composing landscapes of beauty and 
meaning is furthering the evolution of landscape design and 
changing the way people create and enjoy their outdoor 
surroundings.
     In her March lecture, Julie will demystify the art and 
practice of landscape design for homeowners and professionals 
alike. Using beautiful images and case studies, she walks you 
through the process of turning any property into the “home 
outside” you’ve always dreamed of.

March Webinar: 
Julie Moir Messervy
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Welcome New Members ! *
Steward
Sue & Dave Nicol

Contributing
Diana Chiu & Ian 
   Wong

Supporting
Ramona Burks
Anne W. Fox
April Isenhower
Vivian Johnson
Nicole Ricca
Wendy Roemer
Lai-Bing Yau-Lam

Dual/Family
Tanya Aggar
Theresa Ameri
Kathy Anderson
Shana & David  
   Aucsmith
Marites & Tristan 
   Baris
Dawn Behm
Gizela Berreth
Janis Boucher
Barbara & Michael 
   Burkhalter
Helen & Jon Buzitis
Cynthia Coan & Faby 
   Caldwell
Krista Capodanno

Thanks to Our Community Partner

Jennifer & Alexandra 
   Cole
Colleen Kaku & Brice 
   Collamer
Jane Ellsworth & Bill 
   Conable
Teresa Heier & 
   Michael Dopp
Cara Downing
Holli Dunn
Laura Durso
Karen Fitzthum
Jacqueline & Larry 
   Foster
Tawny & Anne Gala
Chris Gaynor
Nevine Geissa
Penelope & Robert 
   Genise
Nidhi Sanghai & 
   Somesh Goel
Lillian & Leonard 
   Hansen
Jennifer Hardenstine
Kaysy Ostrom & Evi 
   Helmgren
Marcia Holt
Supriya Shenai & Atul 
   Kamat
Parul Shah & Josh 
   Khanna
Iraida Kustova
Jody Lallas

Susan Landon
Kathleen Lapham
Jill Sulzberg & Seth 
   Leopold
Judy & Dick LeRoux
Joy Lewis
Jennifer Liu
Elizabeth & Steve 
   Lucco
Kate Maloney
Becky Turnbull & 
   Curtis Manley
Cheryl McClure
Heather & Kevin 
   Millar
Annette Nelson
Agnieszka & Rafal 
   Nowak
Lingyun & Jonathan 
   Parati
Margaret Ahrens & 
   Andrea Price
Kathy K. Richardson
Jeanine & David 
   Rosen
Ming-chu & John 
   Rouse
Susan Scanlan
Erin Fields & David 
   Shaner
Judi Standley
Yanfang Su
Margaret Sullivan

*August 16-November 15, 
2023.

Mijeong Takahashi
Ayako Teranishi
April Thompson
Kelly Morris & 
   Benjamin   
   Townsend
Barbara & Alvin 
   Umphenour
Linda & Jeff Uno
Salena & Penny Wang
Mary & Austin Watson

Individual
Brad Bennett
Trudy Casey
Nancy Cranton

Ineke De Lange
Jennifer Dolan-
   Waldman
Jade Guedes
David Howe
Ailinh Huynh
Colleen Irvin
Jan King
Mary Ann Lipinski
Marketplace Events, 
   LLC
Jane McKinley-Chinn
Kim Miller
Beth Morel
Sabrina Pingrey
Rosemary Preikschat

Barbara Richards
Sarah Rock
Pam Saftler
Malinda Snyder
Ritsuko Uchikura
Marilyn Wagner
Nicola Weiss
Nancy White
Alyssum Wodrich
Sushma Zhade

Become a Docent! Our dedicated and knowledgeable 
volunteer docent team provides 
public and private tours of the 
Garden from April through 
October. Last year, our docents 

provided 51 private tours for 737 individuals!  
     Docents are very familiar with the Garden and 
well-versed in its history. The docent team is a fun 
and supportive group who love the Garden and 
love learning and engaging with others. 
     Docents participate in a specialized ten-week 
training that is provided only once a year, and that 
training is starting soon! The 2024 training begins 
on Monday, February 5.
     If you are interested in becoming a docent, we 
invite you to begin the process by emailing us at 
bbgsoffice@bellevuebotanical.org. Hope you will 
join the team!

Additional Sponsors
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Bellevue Botanical Garden Society
Our Mission is to perpetuate and further enhance the  

Bellevue Botanical Garden as a learning resource  
in partnership with the City of Bellevue.

The Garden is located at 12001 Main St., Bellevue, WA 98005
and is open daily from dawn until dusk.

To reach Society staff, email us at 
bbgsoffice@bellevuebotanical.org

www.bellevuebotanical.org

bellevue botanical garden society board of directors
 

president Tracy Botsford 
vice president Carolyn Yuen 

treasurer Sara Hutton  
secretary Genevieve Macdonald  

 Kathryn Carlson, Charles Freedenberg, Robin Root James,  
Yasmin Karimli, Tere Kaulfus, Sielen Namdar,  
Jane Ramsay, Kathleen Searcy, Elaine Woo

the buzz team 
JG Federman, Tracy Landsman, Wendy Leavitt,  

Darcy McInnis, Ciscoe Morris,  
Christa Roth, Nita-Jo Rountree.

submit a question for ciscoe morris 
askciscoe@bellevuebotanical.org 

 
contact the buzz team 

buzzteam@bellevuebotanical.org

Member Discount Program
BBGS members receive a 10% discount at the 
following nurseries, garden centers and garden 
service providers. Please see bellevuebotanical.org/
membership for details. 

Happy New Year! January is the time for rest, 
recuperation, and self-care!
     For winter dry skin, 

Michel Design Works products 
provide a soothing blend of 
moisturizing shea butter and 
natural botanicals in luxuriously 
scented hand creams. Made 
in England and packaged in a 
coordinated, decorative gift box, 
the 2.5-ounce hand creams are 
available in Honey Almond, 
Blush Peony, Indigo Cotton, 
Lemon Basil, and Lavender Rosemary, $15. We carry 
additional fragrances of Michel Design Works hand creams in 
convenient pocket or purse size one-ounce tubes, $7.95.

     Rich and bright floral 
designs adorn beautifully 
crafted products from Bruno 
Visconti & Co. The eight-inch 
by six-inch blank notebook 
includes forty lined pages 
for keeping notes or journal 
writing, $6. 
     Crafted in heavy duty 
canvas, our nine- by six-inch 
peony 

printed pouch includes a brass zipper 
for secure closure and is handy for 
holding makeup or art supplies, $12. 
The peony printed companion tote 
bag features an inside zipper pocket 
with brass finish and eleven-inch 
handles for easy, over the shoulder 
wearing, $24.

Trillium January & February Hours
Thursday-Sunday, 10am-4pm

•	 Bartlett Tree Experts, Lynnwood
•	 Bellevue Nursery, Bellevue
•	 Bouquet Banque Nursery, Marysville
•	 Cedar Grove, 5 retail locations and online 
•	 City People's Mercantile, Seattle
•	 Classic Nursery, Woodinville
•	 Crown Bees, Woodinville
•	 Davey Tree Expert Co., Redmond 
•	 Gray Barn Nursery & Garden Center, Redmond
•	 Kent East Hill Nursery, Kent 
•	 Jungle Fever Exotics, Tacoma 
•	 MsK Rare and Native Plant Nursery, Shoreline
•	 Old Goat Farm, Graham 
•	 Pine Creek Farms and Nursery, Monroe
•	 Ravenna Gardens, Seattle
•	 Swansons Nursery, Seattle

Photographer credits, this issue 
Joseph Abken, page 7, top; Michal Baranski, page 2 & 3, center; Ken Burns, 
page 13, bottom; Shannon Darrow, page 15; Dreamstime.com, cover; Anne Dziok, 
page 4, bottom; page 12, top; Geza Farkas, page 4, top; James Gagliardi, page 8, 
all photos; page 14, top; Mark Hryciw, page 6; Yorozu Kitamura, Stewartia inset, 
page 3; Nikolai Kurzenko, page 5, bottom; Mary Morris, page 5, top; Nita-Jo 
Rountree: page 2, top; page 3, top and bottom; page 10, top and bottom; page 
11; Tao Wang, page 7, bottom.
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P.O. Box 40536
Bellevue, WA 98015-4536
(425) 452-2750
bbgsoffice@bellevuebotanical.org

non-profit org.
u.s. postage
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bellevue, wa

permit no. 502

The Bellevue Botanical Garden Society is
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that  
supports the Bellevue Botanical Garden.
Our Vision: Through education and community 
involvement, we inspire all generations to advance 
Northwest horticultural knowledge, and preserve 
natural beauty and our local ecology.

U p c o m i n g 
E v e n t s
Ciscoe and Nita-Jo’s Faves:  
Must Have Plants for Your 
Garden, Jan 10, 10am. 

Cutting out the Middleman:  
A Guide to Growing Your Own 
Cut Flowers, Jan 20, 9-10:30am. 

Northwest Perennial Alliance New 
Year Lecture, Jan 21, 1pm.

Integrated Pest Management  
for the Home Garden, Jan 25, 
7-8:30pm. 

Pilates for Gardeners, two 
classes: Jan 27 and  
Feb 17, 10-11:30am. 

Educator Workshop: Hands-
on Nature Activities for Early 
Learners, Feb 3, 9am-1pm.

Sticks and Stones: A Winter 
Photography Workshop,  
February 7, 6-8pm, Feb 10,  
4:30-6:30pm, Feb 21, 6-8pm. 

Lichen Walk, Feb 9, 10am-12pm. 

Functional Planting:  
Creating Adaptive Plant Systems,  
Feb 14, 7-8:30pm. 

NW Flower & Garden Festival,
Feb 14-18, Seattle Convention 
Center

DIY Wire Cloches, two sessions:  
Feb 24, 9:30-11am and  
12-1:30pm. 

Home Outside: Creating the 
Landscape You Love, 
Mar 13, 10am.

Creating 
Adaptive  

Plant Systems 
an evening with 
Thomas Rainer

Wednesday, February 14, 7pm
The Aaron Education Center  

or Online

$10.50 BBGS members
$15 non-members

Register at 
bellevuebotanical.org/lecturesConnect with Us!


