
 
 

IRS Guidelines for Membership Dues 
Applies to any new or renewed memberships starting on April 21, 2025 

 
Memberships 
 
Although individual and dual Bellevue Botanical Garden Society membership dues were  
previously tax-deductible, in accordance with IRS regulations, individual and dual membership 
dues are no longer tax deductible. Dues for higher membership levels are partially deductible. 
Please refer to the chart below for more information. Please consult your tax advisor with any 
questions. 
 
Level Cost of Membership Suggested Tax Deductible 

Amount 

Individual $40 for one year/$70 for 
two years 

$0 

Dual $55 for one year/$95 for 
two years 

$0 

Supporting $100 $30 

Contributing $250 $130 

Champion $500 $330 

Steward $1,000 $725 

Benefactor $2,500 $2,225 

 
 
Donor Advised Funds 
 
Per IRS regulations, if you use a Donor Advised Fund (DAF) to pay for a membership, you are 
required by law to waive all associated benefits. These include but are not limited to Garden 
d’Lights tickets and events such as the Garden d’Lights Preview Party. This is because the 
IRS does not allow you to split (or “bifurcate”) a gift from a DAF—meaning you can’t use part 
of it for a charitable donation and part for personal benefits. Please consult your tax advisor 
with any questions. 


