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s I reflect on what to share with you, I keep
returning to the many challenges facing our
communities today—especially the uncertainty
about how best to navigate them.

In June, Society staff had the privilege of
attending the American Public Gardens Association’s national
conference in Denver. Public garden professionals from
across the country came together to listen, learn, share ideas,
and support one another. It was a powerful reminder of the
strength and inspiration in a community uniquely rooted in
nature, beauty, and purpose.

One moment that stood out was a luncheon speaker’s
reminder that in a garden, we are simply people—connecting
with plants, the land, and each other. Gardens offer us
common ground, both literally and figuratively. They unite
us in shared values: preserving green spaces, protecting the
environment, and creating beauty that nurtures both people
and place.

At the Bellevue Botanical Garden and the Society, we
are commiitted to being a welcoming space for all. Recent
pathway improvements have made previously steep areas more
accessible—a tangible step toward inclusion. Our new Greeter
program is another way we’re enhancing the visitor experience,
offering information, hospitality, and a sense of belonging.

As your director, I strive to balance strategic leadership
with a deep love for natural beauty and meaningful
community impact. Whether I'm working on goal setting or
refining how we communicate, I aim to lead with authenticity,
presence, and purpose. I'm grateful every day for the incredible
staft who support this work, our board of directors who

believe in our mission, and the devoted volunteers who make
everything possible.

Thank you for your continued support—of our work, our
mission, and our shared belief in the power of gardens to
bring people together.

Warmly,

@
ph Abken, Director

Annual Meeting & Trillium

Ce I e b I’at | on By Darcy Mclnnis

The Buzz | Page 2

he Bellevue Botanical Garden Society Annual
Meeting and Trillium Celebration took place on
June 10. The meeting was held in person at the
Garden and on Zoom.

In-person attendees enjoyed delicious
appetizers and beverages, socialized with friends, and took in
beautiful views of the Garden.

During the meeting portion, incoming Society Board
President and Board Development Chair, Kathryn Carlson,
recognized the outgoing board members and led the election
of new board members to the 2025-2026 Society Board of
Directors.

We bid farewell to four board members—Sara Hutton,
Genevieve Macdonald, Jane Ramsay, and Carolyn Yuen—and
thanked them for their dedication, leadership, and service to
the Bellevue Botanical Garden Society.

Continued on page 11



n 1932, a Heath Hen named Boom-
ing Ben stood alone in a clearing on
Martha’s Vineyard. He pufted out his
chest and called into the emptiness. No
answer came. He did not know he was
the last of his kind.
For years, Ben returned each spring to per-

form his lonely mating dance—booming into
the wind—while scientists watched and crows scavenged the
feed meant for a mate who would never come.

Once, Heath Hens thrived across the scrubby grasslands of
the Northeast. In colonial times, they were so abundant that
settlers complained about eating them too often. But by 1870,
they’d vanished from the mainland, hunted and crowded oft
their land. A final flock clung to survival on Martha’s Vine-
yard, where the local community did something radical for the
time: they tried to save them. Hunting was banned, predators
controlled, and a preserve created. By 1916 the population had
bounced back to around two thousand. Then wildfire hit their
breeding grounds. The population nosedived. With disease,
inbreeding, and too many males, things fell apart fast.

By 1929, Booming Ben was the only one left. He appeared
each spring, booming and calling, and by 1932, he disap-
peared into the brush and did not return.

Nearly a century earlier, another bird faced a
similar fate.
Great Auks—chunky, flightless seabirds—
were once everywhere along the North Atlantic.
They couldn’t fly but swam like torpedoes. Slow
on land, humans rounded them up for meat, oil,
and soft feathers. Protection was attempted as
far back as the 1500s, but hunting never really stopped. Once
rare, their value rose—dead birds became collectors’ items.

In 1835, a final breeding colony was found on Eldey Island,
Iceland. It was promptly plundered. In 1844, the last two
were strangled by museum collectors, and their single egg was
crushed under a boot.

These birds did not vanish quietly: the Heath Hen’s extinc-
tion helped launch the modern conservation movement, while
the Great Auk became a global symbol of extinction. Both
made us ask what it means to lose something forever—and
whether we’ll notice before it’s too late.

At Bellevue Botanical Garden, you can meet these birds in
bronze. Artist Todd McGrain’s Lost Bird Project features larg-
er-than-life sculptures of five extinct birds, including the Heath
Hen and Great Auk, quietly perched in the Urban Meadow.

We can’t bring back Booming Ben or the last Great Auk
(and science has tried). But we can act now—for prairie chick- 2 o :
ens, sage grouse, and seabirds still clinging to the edge. Sup- - o = e ' - -

The Heath Hen &
Great Auk

port grassland and coastal conservation. Plant native species.
Keep your cat indoors. Speak up for birds and their habitats.
Extinction isn’t dramatic. It’s silent. Until it’s not.

By Katherine Wankelman
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Rosaceae Who?

By Nita-Jo Rountree

“A rose is a rose is a rose”
-Gertrude Stein

he meaning of Gertrude Stein’s oft-quoted
phrase from the poem “Sacred Emily”
remains open to interpretation. Some see it
as a statement that things are what they are,
regardless of labels, while others view it as an
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expression of the law of identity: a rose is just a rose. I would

like to twist it in yet another direction—to state that the

Rosaceae family is far more than just the rose.

That leads me to the famous line penned by William
Shakespeare in Romeo and Juliet: “That which we call a rose by
any other name would smell as sweet.” Well, it’s not quite that
simple.

So, what goes into naming and classifying a plant? The
name Rosaceae is derived from the genus Rosa, and it is one
of six most economically important crop plant families. It
includes apples, pears, quinces, almonds, peaches, apricots,
plums, cherries, strawberries, blackberries, raspberries, and
more. It also includes highly ornamental trees and shrubs such
as Chaenomeles (flowering quince), Crataegus (hawthorne),
Pyracantha (firethorn), Spirea, and, of course, roses. Many
herbaceous perennials are also included, such as Alchemilln
(lady’s mantle), Geum (pictured below), and Sanguisorba
(Japanese burnet, pictured at the top of page 5).

Who decides what a plant is named? It’s complicated. Plant
names are based on a hierarchical system called plant taxonomy
based on shared characteristics and evolutionary relationships.
The Swedish scientist, Carolus Linnacus, is usually regarded as
the founder of modern taxonomy called The Linnaean System
(although the Bauhin brothers partially developed the system).
In his book, published in 1735, Systema Naturae, Linnacus
drew up rules for assigning names to plants and animals
and was the first to use binomial nomenclature consistently.
Binomial nomenclature is where plants are given a two-part
name in Greek or Latin. A botanical family of plants shares
certain characteristics such as foliage and flower form. The
first name of a botanical binomial is the genus name, written
in italics and capitalized. Plants are then further grouped by
even more similar characteristics by the second name and are
given a species name that is italicized but not capitalized.

The Taxonomic Levels are organized as follows:

* Kingdom: This level encompasses all plants.

* Phylum/Division: Separates plants according to
traits such as vascular vs. nonvascular systems, seed-
bearing vs. spore-bearing, and flowering vs. non-
flowering.

¢ Class: Within divisions, plants are categorized by
specific traits like leaf arrangements or reproductive
structures.

* Order: Plants are grouped further by features such
as root systems, seed dispersal methods, or flower
types.

* Family: Defined by common characteristics like
flower structure, fruit type, and other shared features.

* Genus: A group of closely related species.

* Species: The most specific level, representing a
group of individuals that can interbreed and produce
fertile offspring.



It even goes on from there,
but this is a really good start.
Cultivar names are specific
identifiers within a species
and are often non-Latinized.
A cultivar is a group of plants
that is distinguished by certain
characteristics, and when the
plant is reproduced, it retains
these characteristics, such as
leaf or flower color and plant
form. There may be hundreds
of cultivars within a single
species, and the names are
always capitalized, in single
quotation marks, and not
italicized.
For example, in the plant
name Camellia sasanqua
“Yuletide’, Camellin is the
genus and is capitalized and
italicized, sasangua is the
species and is not capitalized
but is italicized, and “Yuletide’ is the cultivar and is capitalized, lovely flowers, edible fruit, and evolved from similar ancestry.
not italicized, and set oft with single quotation marks. They also share similar leaf structure and susceptibility
In addition, many plants have common names, which to certain pests and diseases, but they belong to different
are the everyday names we use, such as daffodil or lilac. subfamilies—another category.
Unlike scientific names, common names are not italicized I love combining roses with Alchemilla mollis (lady’s mantle,
or capitalized, unless they include a proper noun, such as pictured below). Could it be because they are flamboyant

Japanese maple. Common names can vary by region and cousins in the same family?

language, which is why scientific names are important for Or is a rose just a rose?
accuracy.

Today, nomenclature is regulated by
the International Association for Plant
Taxonomy, based in Bratislava, Slovakia.
Various committees work to ensure scientists
everywhere use the same standards. Scientists
have identified 1.4 million different names
for plants on Earth, but botanists estimate
there are just three hundred thousand existing
species. The committees also wrestle with
issues such as renaming plants, and that’s
where you and I get our frustrating name
changes.

One such drama involved three Chinese
botanists proposing to change the scientific
name of the apple tree from Malus pumila to
Malus domestica. A majority voted against the
change, but when the proposers didn’t give up,
they narrowly succeeded.

So, who would have thought that a rose
was related to an apple tree? They both bear
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Featured Plant: Fuchsia
magellanlCa By JG Federman

elicate, pendulous flowers drift in the soft
shimmer of summer light—like lanterns
swaying in a gentle breeze. Nodding stems

catch the misted light—each bloom a quiet
flame in the haze. In the Fuchsia Garden at
BBG, each bed shimmers with color. Together, their move-
ment echoes the soft, gray-green rhythm of the Pacific North-
west.

Of note in the Fuchsia Garden is Fuchsia magellanica—a
member of the Onagraceae family and native to the temper-
ate edges of Chile and Argentina. As the foundation of many
hardy hybrids available today, E magellanica balances ornamen-

performance and reliability. Many other varieties of
Fuchsin offer their own quiet magnetism: height,
bloom size, or coloration.

Unlike half-hardy or tropical fuchsias, which are
often treated as annuals, Fuchsia magellanica is a true
hardy plant. It forms a graceful, upright shrub that
is four to eight feet tall and wide and thrives in tem-
perate regions. With a strong root system and a gar-
dener’s thoughttful care, hardy fuchsias can weather
the winter. Still, even they need protection.

A blanket of pine needles, compost, or straw
insulates the soil before the cold sets in. If sited be-
neath pine boughs, fuchsias may find added shelter
trom frost and wind, but this is not enough. Prune
stems back to six to eight inches and wrap the base
with burlap or fleece. Proper drainage helps prevent
the lingering effects of winter wetness, which can threaten
their survival. Lastly, potted specimens may be brought in-
doors to rest quietly and overwinter until spring returns.

Pair hardy fuchsias with native companions such as_Aqu:-
legia formosa (Western columbine) for nodding blooms, Polys-
tichum munitum (Western sword fern) for evergreen texture,
and Heuchera micrantha Palace Purple’ for rich foliage to
sharpen tonal contrast. With good company, hardy fuchsias
join a larger seasonal refrain: a promise of quiet color and re-
turn.

In the gentle light and shifting air, the garden breathes—a
quiet answer to the beauty of the Pacific Northwest.

tal charm and ecology. This hardy specimen earned the Royal

“Gardening requires lots of water—most of it in the form of
perspiration”
-Lou Erickson

*  Feed your roses one last time to keep them flowering into
late fall. Roses love seaweed and fish emulsion fertilizers
for their trace nutrients. Pull weeds from around the base
first so you’re not feeding them, too.

*  Cut back untidy, sprawling stems of hardy geraniums like
‘Rozanne’ that are flopping on the ground and swamping
their neighbors. Keep them well-watered and they’ll
bounce back with fresh foliage and flowers. While you’re
at it, pull out any weeds hiding under the foliage.

*  Pinch out the growing tips of chrysanthemums by holding
the stem between your thumb and forefinger and nipping
off the soft tip with your nails. This encourages side
shoots and produces several smaller flowers instead of one
large bloom.

Summer Gardening
Tl pS By Nita-Jo Rountree

* Lady’s mantle (Alchemilla mollis) begins to look tattered

Continued on page 11

The Buzz | Page 6



Whenever | go out to my south-facing
island bed, I’'m frustrated by my centerpiece
tree—a Cercis canadensis that hasn’t
bloomed in several years. | planted it over
five years ago. It looks healthy, leafs out
nicely, and even bloomed the first couple of years,
but recently—nothing. | know redbuds usually bloom
before leafing out, but mine doesn't. It's about twenty
feet tall now, and everything else in the bed is thriving.
Could it need fertilizer?

Redbud trees typically take three to eight years after planting
to become mature enough to start blooming. However, as is
true with most flowering trees and shrubs, once it matures
and is growing in proper conditions, it should begin blooming
regularly. So why do some trees and shrubs bloom for the first
couple of years and then stop blooming for a number of years
afterward?

Anthropomorphizing a bit, plants know they are on earth
to reproduce. If a tree or shrub becomes stressed and thinks it
might die, it’s prompted to bloom and produce seed before it
reaches maturity. Trees and shrubs will even flower in nursery
pots if they’re rootbound and stressed after being trapped in
a container for too long. Add to that the stress experienced
during planting and it’s not surprising that trees sometimes
bloom for the first year or two after we plant them.

After a couple of years, however, if the tree is planted in
well-drained soil and has adequate water and sunshine, the
immature tree senses that life is good and no longer expends
energy to produce flowers and seed. Instead, it uses its
resources to grow and establish a healthy, strong root system.
It can sometimes take an additional five years or more for a
tree to mature and begin flowering again. In extreme cases, the
non-blooming stage can last for ten years or more.

Ask Ciscoe

By Ciscoe Morris

The good news is that as long as a redbud—as well as most
other flowering trees and shrubs—is planted in decent soil,
gets at least six hours of sunshine, and is watered adequately,
it will eventually start blooming again, so patience may be the
key.

An application of organic fertilizer higher in phosphorus,
such as 5-10-5, can’t hurt and might help stimulate flowering.
But if you’re running low on patience, there’s an old-time
gardening technique you can try: give your tree tough love by
cutting back on watering until you see the leaves droop. The
goal is to cause just enough stress to make the tree think it
might die, which can trigger it to bloom again. Don’t overdo
it! As soon as drooping occurs, resume normal watering. If
all goes well, the tree will begin
blooming again the following spring.

If that doesn’t work, I
recommend walking in front of
the tree with a chainsaw in hand
while smiling menacingly. If that
still doesn’t work, enjoy the lovely
autumnal foliage display of your
redbud in the fall. Your tree is just a
late bloomer—and that’s all the color
you’re likely to see until it finally
matures, hopefully in the next couple
of years.

This question was submitted by
a reader. If you have a question
you'd like Ciscoe to answer in
The Buzz, email us at askciscoe@
bellevuebotanical.org.
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ollinators are in peril. Many insects are in decline.
Public awareness is growing, but is it happening
fast enough to make a difference? What if we, as a
community, could reach hundreds of thousands of
people each year with a clear educational message?

Fortunately, once in a while, a special opportunity comes
along with the power to make a significant impact. We are
excited to share one of those opportunities: a new partnership
between the WSU Extension King County Master Gardener
Program and the Bellevue Botanical Garden, supported by a
grant from King Conservation District.

Late last summer, BBG Director James Gagliardi invited
Extension Master Gardeners to develop a new vision for the
courtyard garden bed—a rotating exhibit space with each
installation remaining in place for three years. After many
months of collaboration, a small team designed and brought
that new vision to life. On March 26, we installed the brand-
new Habitats at Home demonstration garden.

During the early stages of the design process, we asked
ourselves, “What is our educational message, and how can we
best share that message with the public?” Our WSU Extension
Program Priorities helped guide the process.

Three of the priorities—Pollinators, Plant Biodiversity, and
Climate Change—rose to the top as clear contenders for our
message. Our goal was to design a garden that would serve as
a workhorse for pollinators and other insects often considered
beneficial (though all insects serve ecological functions), while
also offering beautiful seasonal interest for visitors to enjoy.
Flowers became the name of the game—Iots of them!

We selected flowering shrubs, perennials, grasses, and ferns
as key contributors to a wildlife habitat that could be replicated

By Colleen Donahue, guest writer
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in a homeowner’s backyard. In our vision, this habitat would
support the lifecycle of a wide range of wildlife—native bees,
butterflies, moths, beetles, beneficial wasps, syrphid flies,
birds, amphibians, and even bats.

Food, shelter, and water are essential for all life. The new
garden provides the first of these necessities in abundance,
with numerous flowering plant species—many of which are
native to North America.

Decomposing logs, along with shrubs, ferns, and grasses,
offer habitat, shelter, and nesting opportunities for birds,
insect larvae, and numerous other creatures. We also installed
a large basalt rock with a wide, shallow depression to provide
water for birds and insects of all kinds.

As visitors enjoy this new garden, they will experience a
vibrant progression of color, ranging from cool blues and soft
yellows at the entrance to bright oranges, reds, and golden
yellows as they move through the space.

The team brainstormed an impossibly long list of plants
for the design. In extended Zoom sessions, Extension Master
Gardeners Sue Melgaard, Molly Van der Burch, and Colleen
Donahue worked together to objectively evaluate each plant:
What did each offer to support the greatest number and
variety of pollinators and insects? Flower traits including color,
shape, scent, nectar guides, and pollen and nectar volume were
considered to help predict which pollinators each flower would
attract. We carefully evaluated these traits and selected plants
we believe will provide the highest value to the widest range of
pollinators.

In the coming months, interpretive panels will be added
to this new display bed. These panels will highlight the
importance of plant diversity and four-season bloom, as well
as the benefits of leaving natural
materials in the landscape to
provide food, shelter, and nesting
material. Perhaps most importantly,
this information will emphasize
the value of native plants and their
ability to foster plant and wildlife
resilience in the landscape.

We invite you to take
inspiration from this new bed,
and consider adding native plants,
food, shelter, and water to your
own garden.

Colleen Donahue is a veteran WSU
Extension King County Master
Gardener. Each spring, she grows over
300 flowering annuals from seed for
the Bellevue Demonstration Garden
pollinator display beds. Colleen enjoys
sharing her knowledge of growing and
saving flower and vegetable seeds
during educational talks and casual
conversations. Our thanks to her for
contributing this article to The Buzz.



ne of the best features

of gardening is that

it serves a greater

purpose than just our

enjoyment. We may
begin by focusing on favorite plants
and colorful displays, but once you
start creating your personal paradise, it
becomes clear you share the space with
local wildlife. There’s joy in seeing
pollinators thrive (the deer and rabbits
can stay in the neighbor’s garden,
thank you!). This joy inspired the
Great Plant Picks program to choose
Pollinator Paradise as its garden theme
for the year.

Great Plant Picks, administered
by the Elisabeth C. Miller Botanical
Garden, is an educational program
highlighting the best plants for our maritime Pacific
Northwest climate. A group of regional horticultural experts
selects the plants, many of which are featured in the beds at
Bellevue Botanical Garden.

Once you witness the benefits birds and pollinators gain
from your garden, it’s hard not to include them in your plans.
Best of all, in creating a pollinator paradise, you support native
pollinator health and provide habitat for birds. And it’s not
hard to make your garden more welcoming to local fauna.
Four simple guidelines will help bring bees, butterflies, and
birds into your space.

Diversify your plantings. Broaden your palette. A range of
plant types—from trees to groundcovers—provides essential
habitat. If you don’t have room for a tree, add a large shrub
that can be limbed up over time to mimic a small tree. Include
native plants; they can play critical roles in supporting specific
insects or birds.

A great example: rufous hummingbirds migrate north
along the West Coast by following the bloom of native
flowering currant (Ribes sanguinewm). By planting it, you
may attract these hummers—and provide nectar for native
bumblebees. If space allows, flowering trees are a boon to
pollinators due to the volume of blooms. It’s also helpful to
add plants with umbel, corymb, and composite flowers, which
consist of many small nectar-rich blossoms that appear as one
larger flower. Examples include Eutrochium dubium ‘Little Joe’
(a corymb) and Echinacea purpurea ‘Magnus’ (a composite,
pictured above), an excellent purple coneflower for our region.

Extend the flowering season. Our mild climate allows
blooms—and pollinators—nearly year-round. It’s not
uncommon to see early bumblebees in January or February.

F’ollihator

Create a
Paradise By Richie Steffen, guest writer
_ -

Anna’s hummingbirds also overwinter here and rely on winter
blooms. Winter-flowering Mahonia, such as ‘Charity’ and
‘Winter Sun’, offer nectar from early winter into February.
Hardy fuchsias are fantastic season extenders, blooming

from May into November. I love the compact Fuchsia ‘Dying
Embers’ and the showy, gold-leaved E maygellanica var. gracilis
Aurea’; which produces abundant red and purple flowers that
pop against bold foliage. Fall and winter blooms offer not just
food for pollinators but welcome color for gardeners too.

Leave a little mess. Don’t be too quick—or thorough—
during your autumn clean-up. Many insects overwinter in leaf
litter and garden debris. Leaving some leaves at the back of a
bed or under shrubs provides habitat. Avoid covering this with
mulch, which can suffocate these hidden guests.

Limit pesticide use. Pesticides and herbicides have
consequences. Use them sparingly and with precision to
maintain balance. Better yet, choose plants suited to your
location. The Great Plant Picks website is a great resource for
finding reliable options. And if you spot a few holes in your
leaves—remember, that “pest” may soon become a butterfly!

Shifting our mindset to see gardens as part of a broader
ecosystem helps support birds, pollinators, and ourselves.
By keeping a few simple tips in mind, we can all create a
pollinator paradise.

Richie Steffen is Executive Director of the Elisabeth C. Miller
Botanical Garden. Our thanks to him for contributing this article to
The Buzz.
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Building Healthy
Garden Soll By Christa Roth

ealthy soil is the secret to any successful
home garden! Whether you’re growing

vegetables, herbs, flowers, or fruit trees, the
quality of your soil has a direct impact on
plant health, output, and resilience.

The first step is looking at the soil you currently have.
Healthy soil feels loose and crumbly in your hands and has a
rich, earthy smell. It typically appears dark in color thanks to
organic matter and is alive with microbes. If your garden soil
teels clay-like or sandy and dry, you may need to improve its
structure. Water pooling on the surface or running oft quickly
are also signs that your soil could use help.

Consider doing a simple soil test, which you can often find
through local nurseries or online. In addition, King County
residents can request a free soil test from King Conservation
District. Find more information at kingcd.org. This test shows
your soil’s pH and whether it lacks key nutrients like nitrogen,
phosphorus, or potassium. Most home gardens thrive in
slightly acidic to neutral soil, which is a pH between 6.0 and
7.0. It’'s worth noting there are always exceptions, such as
blueberries or blue hydrangea blooms that prefer more acidic
conditions, so it’s worth doing a little research.

Once you know what your soil needs, one of the most
impactful things you can do is add organic matter. For most
home gardens, compost is a great accessible option. You can

make your own compost with kitchen scraps
and yard waste or buy it from a garden
center. Spread one to two inches of compost
over your garden beds each spring and fall
and mix it into the top few inches of soil
with a hand fork or hoe. This improves both
nutrient content and drainage.

In raised beds or container gardens, where
soil is more contained, mixing in composted
manure or coconut coir can help retain
moisture and improve aeration. A good rule
of thumb for filling raised beds is one-third
compost, one-third topsoil, and one-third
a light material such as coir or vermiculite.
For in-ground beds, continue to amend
the native soil over time—this improves
its structure and fertility each year with
consistent care.

It’s also important to avoid compacting
the soil. In small garden plots, this can
happen simply by walking over the same
areas repeatedly. Instead of turning soil with
a shovel each season, try layering compost
and mulch on top and letting nature do the
work.

Mulching is another easy and effective
way to protect your garden soil. Apply a
two-to-three-inch layer of mulch around plants using materials
like straw, shredded leaves, bark chips, or even grass clippings.
Mulch helps regulate soil temperature, retain moisture, and
reduce weed competition.

If you are fortunate to have a large enough gardening
space, rotate your crops each year. This practice prevents
soil from being depleted of the same nutrients season after
season. In fall or early spring, planting a small patch of cover
crops such as clover or annual rye can add organic matter, fix
nitrogen, and prevent erosion, even in a home garden.

Finally, remember to feed the soil, not just the plants.
Liquid seaweed or fish emulsion can be mixed with water
and applied every few weeks to containers or raised beds.
Worm castings are a great slow-release amendment, especially
in containers or seedling trays. Over time, these organic
inputs help build a rich, living soil that supports strong root
development and disease resistance.

Caring for your home garden soil doesn’t require complex
tools or expensive products—just a little consistency and
attention. With healthy soil, even a small backyard plot or a
few raised beds can become a thriving, productive sanctuary.
As someone who is expanding their rooftop garden this year,
I’m eager to employ these tips for my own endeavors and
hope you are too!

The Buzz | Page 10



Annual Meeting, continued from page 2

We also welcomed three new members to the board: Jody
Anderson, Koni Braman, and Raymond Lai. We look forward
to their leadership and contributions.

The Trillium awards, which are given each year to three
outstanding volunteers, were one of the highlights of the
evening. This year’s Trillium award recipients were:

Nancy Huston

Nancy is a dedicated BBGS docent
who brings positivity, steadiness,
and a love of learning to every tour.
She co-created the BBG art tour,
carefully researching art pieces and
writing a script for fellow docents.
She mentors new docents, helps

coordinate private tours, and sends
weekly tour updates. She also
organizes monthly nature walks for
docents, helping to build community beyond garden tours.
Nancy truly fosters connection—among docents and with
visitors.

Michelle McBeath

Michelle has been a valued volunteer
since 2015, especially in the Living
Lab program and as a docent. She’s
a dependable and enthusiastic guide
for youth tours and is known for
her warm, knowledgeable presence.
She’s the face of the Living Lab
Program and is featured on our
website. Michelle offers thoughttul

feedback on curriculum and is always on time, prepared, and
ready to help. Her dedication to children, the Garden, and her
team is deeply appreciated.

Nanci Peterson-Vivian

Nanci has been a dedicated

Garden d’Lights volunteer since
2017, and has been involved in
every aspectof the event—from
build and installation to greeting,
ticket scanning, takedown, and
training. She’s even known to repair
incandescent lights! Her creative

designs include the Angel Trumpet,

Salamander, Snail, and new
Geranium, among others. The team deeply appreciates Nanci’s
can-do enthusiasm and her mentorship of new volunteers.

The meeting was capped oft with a presentation by BBG
Director, James Gagliardi, who gave an overview of the many
projects completed in the Garden over the past three years—
an impressive list that reflects the vision and collaboration
between the City of Bellevue, the Society, and our nine
partner groups. From major improvements to thoughtful
enhancements, the scope and impact of the work truly stood
out.

Thank you to everyone who attended the Annual Meeting
and Trillium Celebration—we were delighted to share the
evening with you. And to all our members, whether you
joined us in person or were with us in spirit, we are grateful
for your continued support!

Summer Gardening Tipa, continued from page 6

after blooming. Cut it back to the ground and fresh new
growth will emerge quickly. You'll also reduce unwanted
seedlings.

*  Regularly deadhead summer-blooming annuals like
zinnias back to a leaf joint to encourage more flowers.

*  Dor’t deadhead hardy annuals like Nigella, Calendula,
Eschscholzia, and Lychnis coronaria if you want them to
reseed. Instead, cut seed heads as they ripen and scatter
them on prepared ground where you want new plants to
grow.

*  Wisteria throws out sprawling shoots—prune these back
to about seven buds from the main framework.

Bulb catalogs are arriving soon, if not already. Place your
order early before your favorites sell out.

Camellin japonica forms buds in July and August. Water
adequately—dryness may prevent buds from forming.
Deadhead lavender to help keep branches from splaying.
Gather flower stalks and cut near the base with pruning
shears or snip individual stems.

Keep dahlias blooming by deadheading daily. Buds are
rounded; spent flowers are pointed after petals fall. Water
regularly—dahlias are thirsty! Dablin ‘Dark Side of the
Sun’ is shown at the bottom of page 6.

Stop and smell the roses!
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Summer 2025
Education

Registration required for educational programs.
Prices and format vary. For more information,
visit our website at bellevuebotanical.org/learn.

Flower Hour: The Waterwise Garden, Jul 10, 5pm-6pm.
Join Bethany Kogut and Joedy Morrow to learn more about the
plants and natural gardening practices in the Waterwise Garden.

Lavender Wand Workshop, three classes on Jul 15: 9:30-
11am, 11:30-1pm, 1:30-3pm. Learn how to create lavender
wands with Erin Cox from Field & Forest Crafts.

Hidden Gardens of Japan, Thu, Jul 17, 6pm. See details below.

Learn to Crochet, two-session class, Jul 17 & Jul 24, 6-8pm.
Didem Tezcan from Dido Craftworks will teach crochet basics to
turn simple yarn into a Bee and a Daisy flower.

Save Seeds from Your Edible Garden, Jul 26, 10-11:30am.
Taught by Bill Thorness. Learn the joys of saving seeds while
exploring the techniques and reasons to do so.

Introduction to Zentangle®, Aug 6, 10am-12pm. Learn to
make beautiful images by drawing structured patterns called
tangles to create your own beautiful garden.

Botanical Mixology, Aug 9, 2-4pm. Taught by Holli Dunn.
Learn how to create yummy alcohol-free mocktails using
homemade syrups and shrubs.

Flower Hour: The Fuchsia Garden, Aug 14 5-6pm. Carolyn
Zebroski will show you some of summer’s most dazzling floral
displays.

Painting Meditation Inspired by the Garden, Aug 19 1-3pm.
Taught by Jeanne Hansen. We will practice painting meditation
together.

Audubon Bird Walk, Aug 21, 9-10:30am. Learn more about
the birds at the Garden during this one-mile walk with Eastside
Audubon.

Colored Pencil Florals, Aug 26, 2-4pm. Taught by Nicole
Monahan. Learn how to create realistic, beautiful florals in
colored pencil.

Flower Hour: Habitats at Home, Aug 28, 5-6pm. Join Gary
Scheider and Cleo Raulerson for a walk through the new
Habitats at Home exhibit.

BBGS/Heronswood Joint Symposium, Sep 20, 9am-3pm.
See details on page 13.

ois Moss has had a varied career: she has been a CPA,
I a commercial real estate financial analyst, co-founded
a chain of bicycle stores, and created a nonprofit
advocating for pedestrians and cyclists. After moving from
Ohio to Oregon, she jumped into gardening, including serving

as an officer on the board of directors of the Hardy Plant
Society of Oregon.

i o ol Ty
gl e

Lecture:
Moss

of LTS

Loisl
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As proprietor of Tour 2 Explore More, Lois has earned
rave reviews for her itineraries, organization, and meticulous
attention to detail. Since 2015, she has led domestic and
international tours for garden clubs and horticultural groups.
This year, she’s scheduled to lead tours to Japan, Seattle, and
Philadelphia during the summer, fall, and winter.

In this talk, Lois will take us on a photographic journey
through some of Japan’s most beautiful gardens. You've likely
heard of major destinations such as Shinjuku Gyoen, Kenroku-
en, and the Imperial Palace East Gardens. Lois will begin with
a brief visual tour of these well-known spots, then take us
off the beaten path to showcase remarkable gardens you may
never have seen—or even heard of.

Get ready to be inspired—and start planning your next visit
to Japan!

In-person guests will enjoy refreshments and a chance to
win door prizes.

Hidden Gardens of Japan
Thursday, July 17, 6pm, In-Person and Online
Register at bellevuebotanical.org/lectures
This lecture will be recorded, and all registrants will have
access to the recording for two weeks.
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Join us to explore
how today’s

most captivating
gardens blend
sensory richness,
environmental
responsibility, and
bold design to
reimagine what a
garden can be.

eronswood
Garden and
the Bellev-

ue Botanical Garden

Society are pleased to present
our sixth annual Symposium:
Classic and Novel Garden
Design that Excites the
Senses. The event will be
hosted by Dan Hinkley and
Nita-Jo Rountree, and will
feature an exceptional lineup
of speakers:

Troy Scott Smith: “Sissing-
hurst: A Garden, in a Ruin,
in a Farm” Troy Scott Smith
is Head Gardener at Sissin-
ghurst Castle, where he has
led a revitalization effort to
honor Vita Sackville-West’s
original romantic vision. A
lifelong naturalist, Troy has
worked at renowned English
gardens including The Courts
and Bodnant, and he has con-
tributed to publications such
as Gardens Lllustrated and The
English Garden.

Jonathan Hallet: “Gardens
with Equal Parts Vanity and
Tree-hugging” Jonathan Hal-
let, principal of Supernature
Landscape Architecture in
Seattle, creates gardens that
blend native ecology with hu-
man whimsy and refined de-
sign. A UC Berkeley graduate
and former Lutsko Associates
designer, he’s known for na-

tive meadow gardens and for merging beauty, art, and habitat
into joyful, surprising landscapes.

Stephen Byrns: “A Garden for the World” Stephen Byrns,
architect and preservationist, is the force behind the revival of
Untermyer Gardens in New York. A former NYC Landmarks
Commissioner and Wave Hill board member, Steve’s passion
led to the creation of the Untermyer Gardens Conservancy, re-
storing the once-ruined garden to international acclaim.

Jeff Epping: “Epic Gardens: A Behind the Scenes Look at
Creating Epic’s Amazing Gardens” Jeff Epping is an award-
winning horticulturist and designer, known for transforming
Olbrich Botanical Gardens into a model of ecological design.
Now running Epping Design and Consulting, he’ll share the
story behind the imaginative, sustainable gardens of Epic Sys-
tems’ campuses, and preview his upcoming book on gravel

gardening.

The symposium will be both in-person and online. In-
person attendees will receive a box lunch and a chance to win
door prizes. Windclift plants will be for sale!

All registrants will receive recordings of each session. Re-
cordings will be available for two weeks.

BBGS/Heronswood Symposium
Saturday, Sept. 20, 9am-3pm
Bellevue Botanical Garden & Online

In-person capacity is limited. We recommend
registering as soon as possible.

EARLY BIRD PRICING (through Sep 1, 2025)

IN-PERSON: BBGS & Heronswood Members $105
Non-members $135
VIRTUAL: BBGS & Heronswood Members $77
Non-members $110
Visit our website for registration information:
bellevuebotanical.org/annual-symposium-2025
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offer free general admission and parking to network visitors,
special events like festivals or exhibits usually aren’t included.
Some gardens also have a local visitor exception, meaning
benefits only apply if you live more than ninety miles away—
another reason to double-check in advance.

To receive your benefits, bring your current membership
card and present it at the admissions desk or gift shop. Cards
admit only the person or people named on them. If you have
a Dual membership, make sure both names are printed—some

- : . gardens won’t allow unnamed guests to enter under your
YO U r G a rd e n membership.
Public gardens depend on admissions and donations to stay

open and maintain their collections. If you enjoy your visit,

PaSS By Katherine Wankelman

- B consider supporting them by shopping in the gift store or

making a small donation.
our Bellevue Botanical Garden Society membership A few member-favorite spots? The Desert Botanical Garden
grants you access to the American Horticultural in Phoenix is a beautiful winter escape. Denver Botanic
Gardens (pictured here)—recently visited by BBGS staff
during a conference—impressed us with its vibrant displays
and warm hospitality. And for East Coast charm, the Coastal

Maine Botanical Gardens offer stunning views and peaceful

Society network, giving you free admission to over
380 public gardens, arboreta, and conservatories across North
America. Whether you’re a dedicated plant enthusiast or just
looking for a peaceful afternoon outdoors, your membership
opens the gate to some truly beautiful places. trails.
Before heading out, be sure to check the garden’s listing in Your BBGS membership isn’t just a card—it’s your pass to

the AHS directory or give the garden a quick call. While most discover the best gardens in North America!

Welcome New Members!* A

Steward
Linda & Charles
Mauzy

Contributing
Tatyana Gidirimski &
Alexei Naimushin
Susan R. Mann

Supporting
Laura & Rose Mayer
Jennifer Tsai

Individual

Mary Agress
Kathleen P. Allen
Bani Bedi
Melissa Berendt
Jill Bjerke

Leslie Boguch
Julia Boneva
Margaret Brooks
Diane Carlson
Melissa Dahl
Rachel DiPaola
Shelly Durica-Laiche
Saarth Gupta
Sarah Hamrick
Carol Heinz
Linda Heyes
Carol Hill

Andrew Holmberg
Susan Holton
Sarah Johnson
Tom Kaiser
Kerri Kao

Diana Kaye
Margie Klempel
Suzie Kuznetz
Anna Manhas
Karen Matthews
Laurie Medill
Dawnn Meiers
Barbara Menzel
Khue Nguyen
Patty Pecora
Kristine Peterson
Lisa Purdy
Christie
Santodomingo
Tsering Short
Hiromi Sugai
Liv Taylor
Chelsea Tinder
Jana Wright
Vivian Xiao

Dual

Juliana Acevedo
Marylee & Donald
Allan

Teri & Mike Barnett

Margaret Bull

Tira Riepl & Jamie
Chakrabarty

Kathy Colasurdo
Mary & Mark Cooper
Judith Cushman &
Robert Quick
Jessica Darling
Lynne & Brian
Daugherty

Jacky Moseley & Bill
Disney

Yan Song & Devin
Doyle

Alex Entrekin &
Brandon Zuckerman
Teresa Gabeline
Tenley Himes

Jason Hinojosa
Cynthia & John
Knutson

Ekaterina Kolesova &
Michael Edmonds
Ellen & Jane Kuwana
Amy Kwan & Jeremy
Corley

Susie Lenssen
James Little

Anna & David Marks
Barbara & Richard
McPherson

Poonam & Scott
Medberry

Kaye Michalak &
Keith Wingeard

Abby & Patricia
Montgomery

Mary & James Morris
Nicole & Daniel Myers
lIse & Robert
Nethercutt

Jenn Ollivier &
Jeanine Ollivier-
Rollins

Jodi Pefa

Marilyn Heinemann &
Chakorn Phisuthikul
Terumi & Ryan Pong
Joann & Dale Potter
Elisabeth Powelson &
Justin Mahood

Sonia Ramos

Karen Sjostrom & Rob
Entrekin

Ava & Elena Trindeva
Helen & Rich Vasek
Ashley & Kippy
Weinhold

Diane Wenzel

Molly Ringo & Bradley
Wiens

Mike Williams

Linh & Stephen Yegge

*February 16-May 15, 2025

N\

Thanks to Our
Community Partner

amaZzon
—

Additional Sponsors

Groundworks

Foundabion Sokubions Crafted with Price

425

Belle Harbour

THE FINEST SEMIOR LIVING

*BAHT[.ETT
W TEEE iNPERTS

J
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Member Discount Program

BBGS members receive a 10% discount at the
following nurseries, garden centers, and service providers.
Please see bellevuebotanical.org/membership for details.

= Bartlett Tree Experts, Lynnwood

= Bellevue Nursery, Bellevue

= Bouquet Banque Nursery, Marysville

*  Cedar Grove, b retail locations and online

= City People's Mercantile, Seattle

= Crown Bees, Woodinville

= Davey Tree Expert Co.,, Redmond

= Gray Barn Nursery & Garden Center, Redmond
= Kent East Hill Nursery, Kent

= Jungle Fever Exotics, Tacoma

*  MsK Rare and Native Plant Nursery, Shoreline
= Pine Creek Farms and Nursery, Monroe

* Ravenna Gardens, Seattle

= Swansons Nursery, Seattle

Bellevue Botanical Garden Society

We are a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.
Our Mission is to perpetuate and further enhance the
Bellevue Botanical Garden as a learning resource
in partnership with the City of Bellevue.

The Garden is located at 12001 Main St.,, Bellevue, WA 98005
and is open daily from dawn until dusk.
To reach Society staff, email us at
bbgsoffice@bellevuebotanical.org
bellevuebotanical.org

BELLEVUE BOTANICAL GARDEN SOCIETY BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT Kathryn Carlson
VICE PRESIDENT Tracy Botsford
TREASURER Tere Kaulfus
SECRETARY Raymond Lai

Jody Anderson, Koni Braman,
Charles Freedenberg, Elaine Woo

THE BUZZ TEAM
JG Federman, Tracy Landsman, Darcy Mclnnis, Ciscoe Morris,
Christa Roth, Nita-Jo Rountree, Katherine Wankelman

SUBMIT A QUESTION FOR CISCOE MORRIS
askciscoe@bellevuebotanical.org

CONTACT THE BUZZ TEAM
buzzteam@bellevuebotanical.org

Photo Credits, this issue:

Cover, James Gagliardi; Page 2, top, Anne Dziok; bottom, James Gagliardi; page
3, Darcy Mclnnis; art by Todd McGrain; Page 4 & 5, Nita-Jo Rountree; Page

6, top, 9518sus/Dreamstime; bottom, Nita-Jo Rountree; Page 7, top, Mary
Morris; bottom, Inna Giliarova/Dreamstime; Page 8, Chelsea Shipp; Page 9,
Richie Steffen; Page 10, Shutterstock Al; Page 12, top, Kate Sorensen; bottom,
Michaelahavranova/Dreamstime; Page 13, top, Shutterstock Al, others unknown;
Page 14, Bdingman/Dreamstime; Page 15, Shannon Darrow; Page 16, Peter
Raulerson.

THE TRILLIUM STORE

AT THE BELLEVUE BOTAMICAL GARDEN

andcrafted

by skilled

artisans in In-

donesia, our
beach pebble and river stone
garden art brings natural
beauty and charm to any
outdoor space. Each piece
is hand crafted by artisans
who collect materials from
nature.

We have selected an as-
sortment of cairns, stone
art, and teak art. Here,
we are featuring charming

birds, bunny and cat garden stakes crafted from ocean washed
pebbles that provide the perfect accent when added to a plant-
ed garden container.

The family of ador-
able birds are crafted from
smooth river stones, cach
one uniquely shaped and full
of personality. Perch them
in the garden or indoors to
bring a touch of nature to
any space.

In addition to our stone
art, we offer a unique selec-
tion of locally crafted hand-
blown glass art, concrete
statuaries, and hummingbird
teeders. Whether you are
looking to brighten your
outdoor space or select a gift, our carefully curated garden art
will bring beauty, whimsy, and elegance to your garden.

And remember that The Trillium Store has Lost Birds
t-shirts and Todd McGrain’s book, The Lost Bird Project. See
article on page 3.

If you're seeking a serene shopping experience, you will
tind what you are looking for in the Trillium Store. Visit us
soon!

Trillium Hours
Open Daily, 10am-4pm
Closed on July 4
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Events at
a Glance

Flower Hour: The Waterwise Garden,
Jul 10, 5-6pm

Lavender Wand Workshop, Jul 15,
9:30-11am, 11:30-1pm, 1:30-3pm

Hidden Gardens of Japan, Jul 17, 6pm
Learn to Crochet, Jul 17 & 24, 6-8pm

Songs of Summer: East Lake
Washington District Flower Show,
Jul 19, 12:30-3:30pm & Jul 20,
10am-2:30pm

Birding Class for Kids, Jul 21,
10-11:30am

Safer Cleaners, Jul 25, 12pm-1pm

Save Seeds from Your Edible
Garden, Jul 26, 10-11:30am

Stone Images 15 by Puget Sound
Bonsai Association, July 26-Aug 3,
10am-4pm

Sound Ensemble Performance,
Aug 2, 12pm-1pm

Art in Bloom, Aug 3, 11am-6pm

Introduction to Zentangle,
Aug 6, 10am-12pm

Scrap Cooking Club Class,
Aug 8, 12pm-1pm

Botanical Mixology, Aug 9, 2-4pm

Flower Hour: The Fuchsia Garden,
Aug 14, 5-6pm

Eastside Fuchsia Society Plant Show
and Sale, Aug 16, 9am-2pm

Painting Meditation Inspired by the
Garden, Aug 19, 1-3pm

Audubon Bird Walk,
Aug 21, 9-10:30am

Arts in the Garden, Aug 22, 12-5pm,
Aug 23, 10am-bpm, Aug 24,
10am-3pm

Colored Pencil Florals, Aug 26, 2-4pm

Flower Hour: Habitats at Home,
Aug 28, b-6pm

Northwest Perennial Alliance Fall
Plant Sale, Sep 6, 10am-1pm

End of Summer Senior Social,
Sep 9, 10am-12pm

Fall Fern Fest, Sep 13, 9:30am-3pm

Fall Master Gardener Plant Sale
and Talks, Sep 14, 9am-3pm

BBGS/Heronswood Symposium,
Sep 20, 9am-3pm
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BELLEVUE BOTANICAL
(GARDEN
SOCIETY

P.O. Box 40536

Bellevue, WA 98015-4536

(425) 600-3839
bbgsoffice@bellevuebotanical.org

The Bellevue Botanical Garden Society is

a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that
supports the Bellevue Botanical Garden.

Our Vision: Through education and community
involvement, we inspire all generations to advance
Northwest horticultural knowledge, and preserve
natural beauty and our local ecology.
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PLEASE JOIN US!

“ h AI' tS in the

arden

Fri., Aug 22, 12-5pm

Sat., Aug 23, 10am-5pm
Sun., Aug 24, 10am-3pm
Bellevue Botanical Garden

Garden Art | Music | Food

Details at
artsinthegardenbellevue.org

Featured artist Rustin’ Relics




