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n March 17, after nearly four years of dedicated
service, Joseph Abken stepped down as Executive
Director of the Bellevue Botanical Garden
Society.

Joseph joined the Society in June 2022 as the organiza-
tion’s first Executive Director and guided the organization
during an important period for both the Society and the
Garden. In this role, he worked closely with the Society’s staft
and Board of Directors and the City of Bellevue to support the
Society’s programs and strengthen our connection with the
Garden.

During his tenure, Joseph helped advance the Society’s
mission through horticultural education, community engage-
ment, and enhancements to the visitor experience throughout
the Garden. His steady leadership helped the organization
navigate periods of growth and change while continuing to
strengthen the Society’s programs, partnerships, and relation-
ships in support of the Garden.

The Society’s Board of Directors is grateful for Joseph’s
contributions and for the strong foundation he helped build
during his time with the organization. His leadership sup-
ported the efforts of the Society’s staft and Board of Directors,
and the programs and activities that engage people with the
Garden.

The Society’s staff and Board of Directors remain commit-
ted to connecting the community with the Garden through ed-
ucation and events. We will continue to ensure that the Garden
remains a place where people of all ages can learn, explore, and
find inspiration in the natural world.

the President

HI' !
Ii From

The Society’s Board of Directors has begun the search for
the organization’s next Executive Director and we will share
updates with members as the search process moves forward.

In the meantime, Kate Tibone has joined us as Interim
Executive Director. Learn more about her on page 11.

Sincerely,
Kathryn Carlson, President
Bellevue Botanical Garden Society Board of Directors

Rhodie Glen’s
M ake OVG I By Daniel Mount, guest writer
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his past year brought significant change to
Rhododendron Glen. In 2025, the Hardy Fern
Foundation (HFF) partnered with BBG and BBGS
to enhance this quiet corner of the Garden.

With the entrance sign relocated and the paths newly
graded and graveled, this shady nook now is attracting more
visitors than ever. Four well-positioned benches have made it
even more inviting and increasingly a destination on hot sum-
mer days.

The HFF’s role in the renovation was to assess and revital-
ize the fern collection. Along with curator Alex Wright and
gardeners Kalem Howell and Margot Navarre, I spent many
days studying the site’s strengths and challenges. We evaluated
existing plants for health and appropriate placement, while also
considering the overall aesthetic of the glen to create a more
cohesive and pleasing experience for visitors.

Last spring, a crew of HFF board members joined enthu-
siastic BBG volunteers to begin our portion of the work. We
relocated plants that required better conditions for optimal

Continued on page 8

By Kathryn Carlson



en Lorayne

Hendrickson first

began volunteer-

ing at the Bellevue
Botanical Garden in November
2016, she likely didn’t imagine
she’d still be here nearly a decade
later. But what started nearly ten
years ago has grown into years of
steady involvement, familiar faces,
and deep connection to the Garden
community.

Lorayne first learned about
volunteer opportunities at the
Garden through an acquaintance.
“T was newly retired and I wanted
something to do,” she says. The
idea of volunteering at the Garden
appealed to her and she applied.
That instinct proved right. Over
time, Lorayne found her place not just in one role, but in
many.

Lorayne started as a volunteer in The Trillium Store, and
later began volunteering in the Youth and Children’s Program
with Kate Sorensen, the manager of the program. “I knew
Kate through Girl Scouts, and I knew it would be wonderful
to work with her,” Lorayne says.

Throughout the years, she has volunteered in a variety of
capacities. She has provided Special Event Support, helped
with youth programs such as Living Lab, and stepped in when
extra help was needed with prep work and during Scout Day.
But it is The Trillium Store that holds a special place in her
heart. Working the cash register, packaging purchases, and
chatting with visitors has become a favorite part of her volun-
teer experience. She especially enjoys working with store asso-
ciate, Iraida, and store manager, Shannon Darrow.

“I enjoy talking to people,” Lorayne shared. After years
working in customer service in Parks and Community Services
departments in various eastside cities, Lorayne brings a natural
ease to welcoming guests. She delights in introducing people
to the Garden, answering questions, and making their visit feel
a little more personal. That background has become one of her
quiet strengths—creating warmth at the front line of the visi-
tor experience.

When asked what she enjoys most about volunteering,
Lorayne’s answer was simple: the people. Both visitors and
fellow volunteers have made the difference. Over time, she has
grown more comfortable, getting to know staft, volunteers,
and the rhythms of the Garden. That growing sense of famil-
iarity has been part of what keeps her coming back.

There was also a deeper moment of affirmation. Lorayne
shared that she feels very appreciated by staff members Kate

Vqunteer Spotlight: Lorayne
HendrleSOn By Darcy Mc/nn/s

.ﬂlr.-"

and Shannon. Both Kate and Shannon continually remind her
that her time and effort matter, which strengthens Lorayne’s
connection to the Garden. Pictured above from left to right
are Kate, Lorayne, and Shannon.

Like many long-time volunteers, Lorayne’s favorite
Garden spot changes with the seasons. In spring and summer,
she is drawn to the Perennial Border. In summer, she loves
the fuchsias with the Harlequin glorybower tree. In autumn,
she relishes the rich colors. And even the winter scents offer
a touch of magic. Each season offers something new, and she
appreciates the chance to see the Garden evolve throughout
the year.

For members who may not see the full scope of work
volunteers do at BBG, Lorayne emphasizes the variety of roles
volunteers fill here. From working in the Garden and assist-
ing with special events to helping in The Trillium Store and
participating in Garden d’Lights, volunteers provide flexible,
essential support across many areas of the organization.

When asked how she’d advise someone considering vol-
unteering but feeling unsure, Lorayne says, “Look online.
Apply and go to orientation. Walk around the Garden. Almost
everyone can find something they enjoy doing here.”

It’s that spirit of openness, paired with years of reliability,
that has made Lorayne such a valued member of the Bellevue
Botanical Garden volunteer community. And after nearly ten
years, she shows no signs of slowing down.

For more information about volunteer opportunities at the
Bellevue Botanical Garden, go to bellevuebotanical.org/
get-involved.
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Water Irises: Beyond
the Beard By Nita-Jo Rountree

earded irises, Iris germanica, are so named because
of the fuzzy; caterpillar-like growth on each fall
(petal). Although these irises are most commonly
grown in home gardens, the genus Iris includes over
three hundred additional species. These varieties often produce
more flowers, tolerate more shade, and can add a delicate,
elegant beauty to the garden. A number of species referred to
as water irises are classified as beardless due to the presence of
three yellow signals that take the place of beards. These signals
help attract hummingbirds and bees to the rich nectar and pol-
len located in the center of the flower. Their blooms appear
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in nearly every color of the

rainbow.

:I In mythology; Iris was
¢ the Greek goddess of the

rainbow and messenger of

the gods. It was said that

she traveled along rainbows,
connecting heaven and earth.
She delivered messages be-
tween gods and humans,
representing a bridge be-

tween worlds. Because of
this association, the name iris
has come to symbolize beau-
ty, color, and transformation.
Last year, I was excited
to learn about a species that
,’ was new to me: Iris pseudata.
This interspecific cross is

derived from Iris pseudacorus
(yellow flag iris) and Iris ensata (Japanese iris), and its name
reflects that parentage. All three of these species love water,
and both I. pseudata and I. pseudacorus can live submerged in
a few inches of water. Iris pseudnta combines the strengths of
both parents: greater vigor, higher bud count, improved flow-
er color and eye signals, and an extended blooming period.
Available in a variety of vibrant colors and patterns, it blooms
in early summer. It grows approximately forty-five inches high
and wide, prefers full sun to part shade, requires regular water,
and is hardy to Zone 4.

A few years ago, I was shopping at Windcliff Plants (al-
ways dangerous) when I saw Iris lnevigata
‘Colchestriensis’ (water iris, pictured at left).

I immediately knew I couldn’t live without
it. This cultivar has wider falls than the spe-
cies and is known for its four-inch-wide, pure
white flowers heavily splashed with dazzling
blue or violet-blue markings. Hardy to Zone
4, it grows to about two feet high and wide.
It prefers full sun to part shade and, like 1.
pseudata, can grow in two inches of standing
water.

Another iris I discovered at Windcliff
Plants (I told you, shopping there is danger-
ous!) is Iris sanguinea DJH 236 (bloodred

iris, pictured at the top of this page). On the

Windclift website, Dan wrote, “I would not
be without this workhorse, whose seed I col-
lected along the western coast of South Korea
in 1993.” Another water-loving iris, mine
thrive along a drainage ditch beside the street
in front of my house, beautifying what would



otherwise be an eyesore. The
common name, bloodred iris,
refers to the reddish color of the
spathe, a leaf-like structure that
surrounds the emerging flower
bud. Hardy to Zone 4, it grows
about thirty inches tall and
blooms in early summer.

Several years ago, I ad-
mired I7is fulva (copper iris,
pictured at the bottom of this
page) in a friend’s garden in
Texas, so she dug a few clumps
and gave them to me. With its
unique copper-colored blos-
soms in June, it is one of the
most admired plants in my
garden. Copper iris is native to
the swamps and wetlands of the
Deep South, from Louisiana
north to southern Missouri and
Illinois. These plants frequently
grow and flower in regions that
flood during spring but dry out as summer arrives, making
them ideal for use in rain gardens. The flowers are pollinated
by hummingbirds. Hardy to Zone 5, it grows two to three feet
high and wide in full sun with regular moisture. It will tolerate
part shade and can even be grown in up to six inches of stand-
ing water.

“Louisiana iris” is a catchall name that includes interspe-
cific hybrid swamp irises of the southeastern United States,
and Iris ‘Black Gamecock’ falls into that group. I moved my
iris from Atlanta to Connecticut to Bellevue at my husband’s
request, and I am glad I did. Incredibly vigorous, it produces
four-inch, dramatic, velvety deep purple flowers marked with
a thin strip of brilliant gold (the signal) down the center of
each fall. ‘Black Gamecock’ is hardy to Zone 4, grows to about
two feet tall by fourteen inches wide in full sun, and blooms in
June.

Years ago, I planted Iris vobusta ‘Gerald Darby’ (pictured
at the top of this page). It was not up to my expectations, so I
dug it up and carried it to my yard waste bin. I must have ac-
cidentally dropped a piece of the rhizome on the way because
it appeared growing beside the sidewalk—and still grows beau-
tifully there today! Ideally, ‘Gerald Darby’ would like full sun
to part shade, but I am pleasantly surprised by how robustly
it grows in open shade. It blooms in late spring to early sum-
mer with elegant violet-blue flowers adorned with deep yellow
signals. Even when out of bloom, ‘Gerald Darby’ has attractive
upright rich green foliage with a purple-red blotch at the base.
It will grow with regular moisture or up to two feet of stand-
ing water.

Water irises will thrive in regular garden soil provided
they receive consistent moisture. They play key ecological
roles in maintaining the health and stability of wetland ecosys-
tems by functioning as natural filters, erosion stabilizers, and
critical habitat for diverse wildlife, especially insects, bees, and
hummingbirds. As a bonus, they make beautiful cut flowers
and are deer- and rabbit-resistant.

You can see numerous I7is species at the Bellevue
Botanical Garden, or plant these exquisite beauties to admire
in your own garden!
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Featured Plant: False
SO'OmOn,S Seal By JG Federman

eneath a layered hush of woodland shade, arching

stems rise with quiet assurance. Broad, softly veined

leaves unfurl in measured pairs, catching cool, fil-

tered light like memory. At the tip of each stem, a
pale plume of star-flecked blossoms gathers.

Known botanically as Maianthemum racemosum and com-
monly as false solomon’s seal, this perennial is woven deeply
into the forests of North America. A model of dependability,
it thrives along shaded slopes and blooms beneath maples,
oaks, and beeches. Long before it appeared in botanical texts,
it belonged to the continent’s understory, where it remained
reliable, familiar, and quietly enduring. For generations,
Indigenous peoples folded its steady presence into seasonal
life.
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False solomon’s
seal favors rich, well-
drained soil with
consistent moisture.
Once established, it
asks little to flourish

in Northwest gardens.

After flowering, its fo-
liage remains through
early summer before
easing into gentle
dormancy. A study in
regularity, its arching
form returns year after
year.

Maianthemum

racemosum excels in
subtle spaces. Planted
in drifts beneath trees,
threaded along wood-
land paths, or nestled
into shaded borders, it
marks the season be-
fore showier perennials
take their turn. This
quiet emergence is part of its enduring appeal.

Among companions, false solomon’s seal harmonizes
rather than competes. Ferns echo its arching form, trilliums
sway nearby, and spring ephemerals weave through its base
before retreating. Later, speckled red berries extend its pres-
ence beyond bloom, offering sustenance to birds.

Muaianthemum vacemosum is a plant of continuity and
quiet observation. It rarely demands attention, yet leaves a
lasting impression—a reminder that our planet asks for little
and gives steadily, and that endurance, not spectacle, shapes a
landscape.

False solomon’s seal can be seen in the Perennial Border,
Yao Garden, Native Discovery Garden, and in other areas at
the Bellevue Botanical Garden.

This issue marks the conclusion of JG Federman's twelve-year run
as author of the Featured Plant column. His thoughtful writing and
horticultural insight have been a valued part of The Buzz, and we ex-
tend our sincere thanks for his many years of dedication. The column
will continue in the next issue with a new writer highlighting plants
from BBG's extensive collection.



I love to cook with basil, but | don’t have a
dedicated vegetable or herb garden. Would
basil look good in the ornamental garden?

Associated with great taste, romance, and fine dining—and a
key ingredient in Italian, Indian, and Asian cuisine—basil is
one of the world’s most popular herbs. You might be surprised
to learn, however, that basil hasn’t always been held in such
high esteem.

Tournefort, a respected seventeenth-century botanist,
wrote the following about basil:

“A gentleman of Siena was wont very frequently to dry
the herb and snuff it up his nose, but he soon turn’d mad and
died; and his head being opened by surgeons, there was found
a nest of scorpions in his brain.”

Oh, la, la! Just to be safe, perhaps you shouldn’t snuft it,
but you can certainly feel good about eating it. Basil is packed
with disease-fighting antioxidants, rich in vitamins, and a good
source of calcium.

Delicious and healthy as it is, basil offers far more than
culinary appeal. There are over sixty different varieties, many
with colorful leaves and interesting textures that make beauti-
ful additions to container plantings and mixed borders.

For a bold splash of dark purple, it’s hard to beat ‘Red
Rubin.’ This variety maintains its deep color all season and has
an intense, spicy flavor that adds zest to tomato sauce. Even
darker in tone, the wavy leaves of ‘Purple Ruffles’ are stunning
in the garden and equally striking in salads, where their tender
burgundy leaves contribute a subtle clove-licorice flavor.

One of the most attractive and hardiest basils is also one of
the most distinctive. African Blue’ basil (pictured below) fea-
tures lavender-streaked foliage that contrasts beautifully with
pink blossoms held on long purple stalks. Its flavor is strong
and decidedly love-it-or-hate-it, remaining intense even after
flowering. You may not choose it for the kitchen, but it earns
its place in the ornamental garden. On warm, sunny days, the

_ Ask Ciscoe

By Ciscoe Morris

fragrant oils that make basil so flavorful evaporate into the

air, filling your garden with the scent of the public market in

Genoa. Don’t be in a hurry to pinch back or harvest this vari-

ety. It looks handsome well into fall, and its nectar-rich flowers

are highly attractive to hummingbirds and other pollinators.
If pesto is your goal, however, it’s hard to surpass the
spicy aroma and sweet, clove-like flavor of traditional sweet
basil. It shines in containers and borders alike. After all, bright
green is a color, too.
Wherever you plant it, remember that the quickest way

to murder this colorful herb is to set it out too early. Basil is a

tender annual and quickly succumbs when nighttime tempera-

tures dip into the forties. Give it a hot, sunny location, plenty
of water, and adequate spacing, and it will thrive in a pot or
mixed border.

Steady, moderate growth produces the best flavor and the
most attractive foliage. When planting basil starts, work
only one-quarter cup of organic, all-purpose fertilizer
into the soil beneath each plant. For peak flavor, harvest
before flowering begins. Fortunately, the best way to
delay flowering and encourage branching and bushy
growth is to harvest regularly by snipping the stem tops.
With consistent pinching, basil becomes fuller and more
ornamental as summer progresses.

Eventually, flowering will begin in earnest. At that
point (with the exception of African Blue’), it’s time to
harvest generously and turn your basil into pesto, as both
flavor and appearance will soon decline.

Basil is delightful both in the ornamental garden and
on your plate but remember—don’t snuff it!

Page 7 | Bellevue Botanical Garden Society



Rhodie Glen’s Makeover, continued from page 2

growth and removed those that were not performing well. We
also undertook careful pruning of the many large shrubs that
dominate the space, with the goal of improving light condi-
tions and highlighting the fern collection.

The collection has been developing since the late 1990s,
with major plantings in 2008 and 2018. Our original inven-
tory included 121 different types of ferns. Unfortunately, that
number had dwindled to seventy-six by 2025. Many were
lost when two large trees fell during a winter storm in 2018,
transforming what had once been a shade garden into a signifi-
cantly sunnier space. Portions of Rhododendron Glen remain
quite bright, which can be challenging for the cultivation of
many fern species.
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After spring
and fall planting
projects last year,
we are pleased
to report that
the collection
now includes ap-
proximately one
hundred types
of ferns. Nine of
these are favorites
we were reluctant
to lose and decided
to try again. The
jeweled chain fern
performs well else-
where in the park,

so we introduced
the undulate form
(Woodwardia unigemmata ‘Undulata’). I was surprised that we
lost the Japanese beech fern (Phegopteris decursive-pinnata), as
it is typically resilient across a range of conditions, so we have
reintroduced it. Mairis’s maidenhair fern (Adiantum x mairi-
sit) can be temperamental, and our 2008 planting failed. This
time, we sited it in a slightly drier and sunnier location, and as
of February 2026 it is still looking healthy.

We also introduced several new ferns. One of my favorites
is crisped wood fern (Drygpteris crispifolin, pictured below, at
right in the photo). Endemic to the Macaronesian Islands,
including the Azores, it may prove marginally hardy here.
However, the recent mild winter does not appear to have
caused damage. Another ruffled addition is the crested form
of Welsh polypody (Polypodium cambricum ‘Pulcherrimum
Group’), a spreading groundcover that is fully hardy and ex-
pected to perform well in the glen. I am particularly proud
of the northern beech fern (Phegopteris connectilis), which 1
collected from my grandmother’s woods in Michigan. When
happy, it forms a delicate, lacy groundcover. Time will tell
whether it prefers the frigid Midwest winters to our compara-
tively mild, wet Pacific Northwest climate.

In addition to strengthening existing fern groupings, we
introduced many shade-loving companions, including trilli-
ums, ypsilandra (pictured above), primroses, and several grass-
like plants. These additions provide textural contrast to the
terns, along with moments of ephemeral color and evergreen
structure through the winter months.

Our thanks to Daniel Mount for contributing this article to The Buzz.
Daniel is a member of the Hardy Fern Foundation Board of Directors,
and is the volunteer lead for Rhododendron Glen at BBG.



oughly a quarter of the world’s bee species nest

in cavities, using natural openings found in dead

trees, hollow plant stems, or abandoned wood-

ecker holes. In the Pacific Northwest, gardeners

have heard about mason bees for decades and many have wel-
comed these wild bees by placing a bee house in their yard. In
modern urban and suburban landscapes, however, dead trees
and decaying wood are often removed for safety or aesthetics.
Thoughtfully designed bee houses help replace this lost habitat
and support pollination in gardens and landscapes.

Spring-active cavity-nesting bees are exceptional pollina-
tors. Unlike honeybees, which pack pollen tightly onto their
legs, mason bees and other solitary spring bees carry pollen
loosely across their fuzzy bodies. As they move from flower
to flower, pollen readily falls off, resulting in excellent cross-
pollination. For fruit trees, berries, and early blooming plants,
these bees can make a noticeable difference in bloom success
and yield.

Mason bees that use mud to seal their nests and prefer
larger nesting holes are the most familiar cavity-nesters in our
region, but they represent only one part of a much broader
group. Different species use different materials to build their
nests and select nesting holes of varying sizes. Each female cre-
ates a series of pollen-filled chambers, sealing each one individ-
ually. While some bees rely on mud, others use tree resin, fine-
ly chewed leaf pieces, or even tiny pebbles cemented together.
Many species favor smaller-diameter nesting holes, reflecting
a remarkable diversity of nesting strategies that evolved long
before bee houses appeared in gardens.

In natural forests, cavity-nesting bees rely on dead trees
and hollow stems that are temporary by nature. A nesting site
might be used for a single season, and by the time the next
generation emerges, weather, fungi, or other insects would
have begun breaking that cavity down. From the bee’s perspec-
tive, each new nesting site is fresh and free of pests. In modern
landscapes, however, dead wood and decaying plant mate-
rial are often removed, reducing the supply of these naturally
renewing nesting sites. Bee houses can successfully replace
lost habitat, but only when they follow this same principle of
renewal.

A high-quality bee house or nesting system should sup-
port bee health through thoughtful design and simple seasonal
care. Nesting materials should be removable or replaceable
so they can be cleaned or refreshed each year. Nesting holes
should be the correct diameters for local bees and have smooth
interiors that protect developing larvae. Materials should stay
dry and allow airflow, and the structure should include an
overhang to reduce moisture. Designs that allow gardeners to
open, inspect, and maintain nesting materials help prevent the
buildup of pests and pathogens over time.

Some bee houses follow health-focused design stan-
dards such as the BeeSafe system developed by Crown Bees,

Spring’s Unsung
PO | | N atO I'S by Dave Hunter, guest writer

a Bellevue Botanical Garden Society partner. BeeSafe-style
houses emphasize removable nesting materials, appropriate
hole sizes, and annual replacement or cleaning to help reduce
disease and parasite pressure. Whether using a BeeSafe house
or another well-designed system, the goal is the same: provide
bees with nesting spaces that can be refreshed each season to
mimic natural conditions.

Poorly designed, mass-produced bee houses often lack
these features. Fixed or glued-in tubes, rough holes, and deco-
rative slots cannot be cleaned and are frequently reused year
after year. Over time, parasites, pollen mites, and predatory
insects can accumulate, turning what should be safe shelter
into a source of harm. Choosing a maintainable bee house and
committing to simple seasonal care makes a meaningful differ-
ence in bee survival.

Garden practices also play an important role. Many cavity-
nesting bees rely on hollow stems, dried plant material, mud,
leaves, and resin to build their nests. Leaving some stems and
leaf litter in place through winter and delaying heavy garden
cleanup until late spring provides critical resources when bees
first emerge. A slightly messier garden in early spring supports
nesting materials, shelter, and biodiversity. As new growth be-
gins, gardeners can gradually tidy while still leaving pockets of
natural habitat.

Bellevue Botanical Garden’s Habitats at Home exhibit, as
well as the Urban Meadow, demonstrate how gardens can sup-
port pollinators, wildlife, and biodiversity.

Welcoming cavity-nesting bees into your garden is an act
of stewardship. By replacing lost habitat with well-designed,
well-maintained bee houses, leaving natural materials in place,
and embracing simple seasonal care, gardeners can support
these gentle spring pollinators. Small, thoughtful actions in
our gardens can strengthen local wild bee populations and help
create healthier, more resilient landscapes for years to come.

Our thanks to Dave Hunter for contributing this article to The Buzz.
For more information about raising healthy cavity-nesting bees, visit
Crown Bees at crownbees.com. Crown Bees is a BBGS partner and
members get a 10% discount.
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Epimedium: An Understory
Gem By Christa Roth

n the early weeks of spring, gardens awaken with bulbs
pushing through thawing soil, flowering trees glowing
against gray skies, and woodland favorites like trillium
and bleeding heart drawing visitors down shaded paths.
Yet tucked beneath shrubs and along quiet borders, another
spring bloomer often opens unnoticed. Epimedium, some-

times called barrenwort or bishop’s hat, is a plant of subtleties:

intricate flowers, elegant foliage, and quiet resilience.

Epimedium belongs to the barberry family
(Berberidaceae) and is native primarily to woodland regions
of East Asia, with additional species from Japan and parts of
the Mediterranean. China is the center of its diversity, home
to dozens of species adapted to mountain forests and dappled
understories. These origins help explain the plant’s affin-
ity for shade, leaf litter, and cool, moist springs—conditions
that many temperate gardens, including those in the Pacific
Northwest, readily provide.

Epimedium grows from slender rhizomes, forming
slowly spreading clumps or carpets over time. In early to mid-
spring, wiry stems lift clusters of flowers just above the leaves.
Depending on the species or cultivar, blooms may appear in
yellow, ivory, rose, lavender, or bicolored combinations of red
and gold. Up close, each flower resembles a tiny sculpture;
from a distance, the effect is airy rather than bold.

After flowering, the foliage takes center stage. New leaves
often emerge tinted bronze, copper, or red before maturing
to fresh green, many marked with delicate veining or toothed
margins.

Despite these qualities, epimedium is frequently over-
shadowed by flashier spring companions. Its flowers are small

and detailed, best appreciated at
close range, while nearby tulips,
daffodils, or magnolias command
attention with large blooms and
saturated color. The plant’s appeal
is more textural than showys; its
beauty lies as much in foliage form
and seasonal nuance as in bloom.

Timing and placement play
a role as well. Flowering can be
brief, especially during cool or
rainy spells, and epimedium is
typically planted in woodland set-
tings—beneath trees or behind
shrubs—where visitors may pass
quickly. Finally; it lacks the name
recognition of better-known shade
perennials. Many gardeners encoun-
ter it without realizing what it is, let
alone how adaptable and valuable it
can be.

Gardeners in the Pacific
Northwest are particularly well positioned to appreciate
epimedium. The region’s cool, moist springs and abundant
shade echo its native habitats. Once established, the plant also
tolerates the region’s dry summers. In coastal and lowland
sites such as Seattle or Portland, many varieties remain semi-
evergreen; in colder inland areas, foliage may winter-burn but
rebounds vigorously in spring.

Among the most reliable and widely grown choices for
the region are Epimedium x rubrum, a classic red-and-yellow
hybrid that forms a durable groundcover; E. x versicolor
‘Sulphureum,’ valued for its soft primrose blooms and tough-
ness in dry shade; and selections of E. grandiflorum, which
offer larger flowers in pinks, lilacs, and whites. For foliage
drama, E. wushanense and its hybrids produce elongated leaves
with striking venation, thriving in sheltered woodland settings.
All share the genus’s hallmark combination of delicacy and
durability.

Epimedium excels as a ground layer beneath deciduous
trees and shrubs, where its rhizomes weave through root zones
that challenge many other perennials. It pairs beautifully with
ferns, hellebores, hostas, and early woodland bulbs, soften-
ing transitions between paths and plantings. In naturalistic
designs, its refined texture provides a calm counterpoint to
bolder leaves and blossoms. Massed plantings create a tapestry
of foliage, while rarer cultivars reward close inspection in inti-
mate garden corners.

As you explore the Garden this spring, take a moment to
seek out epimedium in the shaded corners. Once noticed, it is
a plant you will never overlook again.
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“There is no time like Spring,
When life's alive in everything.”
-Christina Rossetti, A Song of Spring

*  Provide birds with a clean water source.
They will help control insects.

¢ Getrid of dirt and debris on garden tools.
If they are rusty, soak them overnight in
vinegar. The acetic acid in vinegar will break
down the rust and make it easier to scrub
away.

*  Weed, firm, and level bare patches in your
lawn and sprinkle with grass seeds. Tamp the
surface with the back of a rake to make sure
the seeds make good contact with the soil
for germination, then keep moist.

*  Prune any shrub branches that have been
damaged over the winter.

* Tie vines such as clematis and sweet peas to a support as
they climb.

*  Dlant lettuce seeds directly into prepared soil every two
weeks.

*  Deadhead spring blooming bulbs but leave the foliage to
die back naturally.

*  Order and plant summer flowering bulbs, tubers, and
corms such as lilies and dahlias.

*  Bait for slugs around young and vulnerable plants.

*  You can divide clumps of Agapanthus, hostas, daylilies,
and other perennials now, either by digging the whole
clump out and pulling it apart into smaller clumps or by
cutting through it with a spade. Pot them in a container or

.‘k \t &

Spring Gardenlng
TlpS By Nita-Jo Rountree

plant them into the border, adding extra compost to the
hole. Keep them well watered.

*  Enjoy the beauty you create. Keep growing and
improving. Share with others. Have fun!

Addendum to the winter issue of The Buzz

In the last issue, I wrote to clean your bird feeders with a ten
percent bleach solution. However, it seems that every bird expert
has a different opinion for protecting our feathered friends. Even
so, they all agree that you should always:

*  Keep food fresh

*  Clean feeders regularly

* Rinse very well after cleaning to get rid of any residue

Meet the Interim
Executlve Dw___ector }3

L -

lease join us in welcoming Kate Tibone as BBGS’s

Interim Executive Director. Kate brings a deep

curiosity about how organizations serve their com-

munities and a passion for mission-driven work. Her
background spans human services, and reflects a longstanding
interest in how difterent sectors collaborate to create meaning-
ful impact.

Kate, whose pronouns are she/her, is eager to learn more
about BBGS and the unique role it plays alongside the City, as
well as how it connects to broader community efforts. In the
coming months, she will focus on helping guide the organiza-
tion through this transition with stability and clarity, while
preparing for the next chapter. Her work will also help inform
a thoughtful search for a permanent Executive Director, ensur-
ing the organization is well-positioned for its next leader.

Kate looks forward to engaging with members and under-
standing what makes this place so special. As we enter a new
season of growth, she sees this moment as an opportunity to
reflect, reimagine, and shape a shared vision for the future.

Page 11 | Bellevue Botanical Garden Society
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Classes

Registration required for educational programs. Prices
and format vary. For more information, visit our website at
bellevuebotanical.org/classes.

RECURRING PROGRAMS:

Story Time at the Garden, Preschool: First Friday of every
month at 10am: Apr 3, May 1, Jun 5. K-2: Third Sunday of
every month at 1pm: Apr 19, May 17, Jun 21. We will have a
reading of a garden-related book and a brief activity.

Journaling the Garden, Apr 4, May 2, Jun 6, 9-11am.
Taught by Anne Dziok and Michelle Dupar. Nature journaling
is a wonderful way to connect with the environment, observe
the natural world, enhance mindfulness, and deepen your
connection to nature.

Youth Nature Journaling Club, Apr 4, May 2, Jun 6, 12-1pm.
Taught by Linda Mank. We will begin with an indoor prompt,
move outdoors to journal, and come back together to share
discoveries.

Eastside Audubon Bird Walk, Apr 16, May 21, Jun 18,
9-10:30am. Learn about the birds at the Garden during this
one-mile walk with Eastside Audubon.

SPRING CLASSES:

Trilliums in Colored Pencil, Apr 4, 1pm-3pm. Taught by
Nicole Stremlow Monahan. Learn how to capture a trillium’s
white blooms and the many tones of green leaves on toned
paper using colored pencils.

Foraging for Basketry and Wild Crafts, Apr 11, 10am-12pm.

Taught by basket maker and teacher Erin Cox. Learn about
the incredible plants that grow here in the PNW and ways
to identify, gather, store and use them to create baskets and
crafts that bring nature inside.

Introduction to Cordage, Apr 11, 1pm-4pm. Taught by Erin
Cox. Cordage is a two-stranded hand-woven rope or twine.

You will get started on your own cordage collection using
locally available plants including daylily, crocosmia, dandelion
and more!

Growing Your Diasporic Garden, Apr 16, 7pm-8:30pm.
Taught by Master Gardeners Gia Parsons and Tujuana Simon,
in partnership with the WSU Extension King County Master
Gardener Program. Explore the different diasporic gardening
traditions of countries and cultures all over our globe.

Pilates for Gardeners, two separate classes: Apr 17,
2-3pm, and May 8, 2-3pm. Taught by Jo Anne laciofano.
Grab your mat, kick off your shoes, and join this beginner
friendly Pilates-inspired class to improve body movement, core
strength, and muscle control. All levels welcome.

Earth Day Forest Bathing in the Garden, Apr 22, 10:30am-
12:30pm. Taught by Deborah Wilk. Celebrate Earth Day with a
mindful Forest Bathing walk in the vibrant spring garden. Slow
down, breathe deep, and open your senses with wonder as
you deepen your connection to nature.

Seattle Waterfront Tour, two separate classes: Apr 24,
10-11:30am, and May 5, 10-11:30am. Join us for a 90-minute
walking tour of Seattle’s newest and boldest urban park, led by
Richard Hartlage of Land Morphology, which provided planting
design services for this expansive project.

Be A Garden Nurturer, Apr 30, 7pm-8:30pm. Taught by
Sue Goetz. Learn simple things you can do now to support
people and wildlife who share the Earth with you, including
soil care, pollinator support, small-space edible gardens, low-
maintenance design, and regenerative practices.

Gardening with Fewer Chemicals, May 7, 7pm-8:30pm.
Taught by Adam Romero in partnership with the WSU
Extension King County Master Gardener Program. This talk
explores how to use fewer chemicals in home gardens.

Flower Hour: The Rock Garden, May 14, 5-6pm. In this
walk through the Rock Garden with Nicole Price, you will learn
about the history of the Rock Garden, special features, and the
unique plants that thrive among granite outcrops.

Ecoprint on Paper, May 16, 10am-12pm. Taught by Atenas
Morales. You'll get to create beautiful and detailed botanical
prints, exploring how leaves share their shapes, colors, and
energy with different types of paper.

Habitats at Home, May 16, 1-2:30pm. Taught by Susan
Melgaard in partnership with the WSU Extension King County
Master Gardener Program. Explore how the Habitats at Home
exhibit at BBG is a great example of what you can do in your
home garden to support pollinators.

Solstice Evening Shinrin Yoku Walk, Jun 22, 5:30-7pm.
Taught by Deborah Wilk. Celebrate the Solstice and our latest
sunset of the year with a guided walk integrating elements

of Shinrin-yoku (Japanese Forest Bathing) and Mindfulness
Meditation.
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he moment you step into one of

Erin Cox’s workshops, you are

enveloped in a wave of positive,

enthusiastic, creative energy and

joy. Maker and teacher Erin Cox
has become a fixture in the Adult Education
programming at the Bellevue Botanical Garden.
Her enthusiasm and deep commitment to her
craft create a welcoming space where anyone
can learn. From weaving willow peony cages to
crafting lavender wands, there is ample oppor-
tunity for participants to find satisfaction and
joy in working with their hands.

Erin intentionally meets people where they
are as she prepares each workshop. The goal is
not only to complete a finished piece, but also
to encourage participants to treat themselves
with kindness and to develop a relationship
with the natural materials they are using. In pre-
paring her workshops, Erin rigorously tests the
materials and processes. For example, she will
painstakingly weave a basket at least five times
to assess the limits of the materials and carefully
analyze each step she plans to introduce to par-
ticipants. This thoughtful preparation supports
successful outcomes. However, success does not
mean perfection—these are natural materials,
after all, and part of their beauty lies in their
variation.

In her workshops, Erin hopes participants
come away with a deeper appreciation for the
natural materials in their hands. She believes
that by developing this awareness, we can all learn to become
better stewards of the natural world and work together toward
greater sustainability. Her sustainable practices include under-
standing a plant’s life cycle, knowing when it is appropriate
to harvest plant material, and determining how much can be
gathered without harming the plant. With this in mind, classes
and workshops are planned a year in advance to ensure the
right amount of material is harvested and that very little goes
to waste.

Erin’s relationship with willow began in 2023 when she
wove her very first basket and experienced immediate joy and
satisfaction. Six months later, she started her willow farm and
planted her first willow cuttings. Today, she maintains her
willow farm in Carnation as part of the Experience Farming
Project with Sno-Valley Tilth. I was honored to visit Erin’s wil-
low farm while we were planning her upcoming classes, and
I’'m pictured here with her. Erin is on the left.

Willow may be central to her work, but it is not the only
plant she explores. Erin incorporates everyday garden plants
such as lily, crocosmia, iris, and even dandelion into her

- The Joy of Willow

By Anne Dziok, guest writer

workshops. The upcoming hands-on Introduction to Cordage
workshop will include some of these materials. She readily
admits to experimenting with a wide variety of plant materi-
als simply to see what will work. Twvo plants that were tested
and ultimately set aside are Himalayan blackberry and sting-
ing nettle. Even the exploration of challenging plants brings
joy, because each attempt offers an opportunity to learn and
deepen her understanding.

After taking one of her workshops, participants often
reach out to share their excitement about a plant they have
newly discovered. They begin noticing details they might
previously have overlooked. A walk becomes an opportunity
to gather a fallen stick, an interesting stone, or a beautifully
formed seed pod. They become part of a growing community
where curiosity is nurtured and the joy of discovery is shared.

You can sign up now for Erin's upcoming classes: Foraging for
Basketry and Wild Crafts on April 11, Introduction to Cordage
on April 11, and Lavender Wands on July 10. Go to bellevue-
botanical.org/classes to learn more.
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Giv.e. the
Perfect Gift

ooking for a meaningful Mother’s Day gift? Instead
of blooms that wilt or sweets that are soon gone,

give something that will be enjoyed all year—a

membership to the Bellevue Botanical Garden

Society! A membership is a thoughtful way to honor moms,

grandmothers, sisters, and anyone who loves gardens, nature,

and beautiful places.

Membership comes with wonderful
benefits, including free admission to Garden
d’Lights, special admission privileges and dis-
counts at more than 380 gardens across North
America, and savings at partner nurseries,
BBGS classes, and The Trillium Store. And
what’s even better is that every membership
helps support a vibrant garden space for the
whole community to enjoy.

A BBGS membership is not only a lovely
Mother’s Day gift, but also a wonderful choice
for birthdays, anniversaries, or simply as a
thoughtful surprise. Whether the recipient is
an avid gardener, a lover of nature, or some-
one who enjoys a peaceful walk surrounded by
seasonal beauty, this is a gift that continues to give throughout
the year.

Give a gift that is both simple and meaningful. Purchase
a membership today and share the beauty of the Bellevue
Botanical Garden with someone special.

For more information, contact us at membership@
bellevuebotanical.org or stop by The Trillium Store.

Welcome New Members!* A

Supporting

Amy Cheng & Joe
Cheng

Lander Chin

Chris Selzo

Dual

Joan Andresen &
Susan Sasis

Janice Anderson
Jennifer Bentz
Rajendra Bourgeois-
Das

Douglas Cardiff

Roger & Carol Calhoon

David Chan

Lisa Coll

Tammie Corrigan
Shankar Das

Evelyn Drake

Caitlin Enright

Dawn Fall

Brittany & Grant Feek
Aly Gardner

Katie Garretson
Jared Greiner

Mary Beth Haggerty-
Shaw

Holly Hamilton
Kerste Helms
Ashley Irey

Michelle Johnson
Denise Juppe & Oliver
Cass

Delia Kelly

Katrina Koleto

Chia Fang Lee
Christina Lee

Nancy Lee

lolanta Louneva &
Elizabeth Skalatsky
Matthew Marzynski &
Jennifer Reeves
Nora McCord
Shannon Olszewski
Marie-Sophie Poli
Tomasz Religa
Denise Rollin

Cheri Ryan

Mitchell Ryan

Cheryl Scott

Teresa Sparling
Kimberly Steinmetz
Theresa Sweet
Merideth Tall

Andy & Noelle Taber
Jason Tyler

Esther Wang

Michael & Zijie Waldrop
Martha Wohlfarth
Lisette Yunger

Individual

Karen Adams
Donna Ammerman
Thomas Athanases
Bernice Carbaugh
Robin Cantor

Jess Burbank
Sarah Burgess
Andrea Buren
Shanda De Anda
Hannah DeBerg
Anne Dinwiddie
Erika Dowd
Kathleen Dwyer
Rosemarie Falciglia
Germaine Fitzgerald
Nicole Flateboe
Paula Frederick
Robin Grannell
Harriet Huber
Amy Holt

Jeff Johnson

Giao Kaplan
Kathleen Koenig
Uttara Limaye
Carol McFarland
Gretchen Ojala
Rachel Ostrander
Ann Pinsky

Briana Rosales
Lyssa Sakaley

Thanks to Our
Community Partner

amazon
N’

Nancy Schaeffer
Erika Schreder
Jennifer Selby
Kelly Senseman
Shelly Shay

Patti Shimomura
Jennifer Sharp
Janet Stocker
Heath Ashli Taranowski
Eric Thompson
Tasmin Tout
Anne Turner
Marcia Wheeler
Julie Wolk
Hailee Wright

Additional Sponsors

Belle Harbour

THE FINEST SEMIOR LIVING

*November 16, 2025-
February 15, 2026

Save the Date!

Bellevue Botanical Garden Society
Annual Meeting & Trillium Celebration

Tuesday, June 2, 5:30-7:30pm
Look for your invitation in late April
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Member Discount Program
BBGS members receive a 10% discount at the

following nurseries, garden centers, and service providers.
Please see bellevuebotanical.org/membership for details.

= Bartlett Tree Experts, Lynnwood

= Bellevue Nursery, Bellevue

= Bouquet Banque Nursery, Marysville

*  Cedar Grove, b retail locations and online

= City People's Mercantile, Seattle

= Crown Bees, Woodinville

= Davey Tree Expert Co.,, Redmond

= Gray Barn Nursery & Garden Center, Redmond
= Kent East Hill Nursery, Kent

= Jungle Fever Exotics, Tacoma

= MsK Rare and Native Plant Nursery, Shoreline
= Pine Creek Farms and Nursery, Monroe

* Ravenna Gardens, Seattle

= Swansons Nursery, Seattle

Bellevue Botanical Garden Society

We are a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.
Our Mission is to perpetuate and further enhance the
Bellevue Botanical Garden as a learning resource
in partnership with the City of Bellevue.

THE TRILLIUM STORE

AT THE BELLEVUE BOTAMNICAL GARDEN

appy spring!

Spring has ar-

rived, and with
it comes a fresh collection
of gifts. Our newest arriv-
als reflect the beauty of the
Garden.

Welcome spring with
this graceful and artful ce-
ramic vase. It is crowned
with sculpted birds perched
on branching limbs.
Finished in a soft, ivory
glaze, it feels both rustic
and elegant. Display it on
its own as a statement piece,
or simply add a few stems

with blossoms or foraged greenery. It’s a thoughtful accent for

nature-inspired homes and garden enthusiasts alike.

The Garden is located at 12001 Main St,, Bellevue, WA 98005
and is open daily from dawn until dusk.
To reach Society staff, email us at
bbgsoffice@bellevuebotanical.org

Sweet and serene, this creamy stoneware dish features
a row of delicate birds resting along a branch at its base.
Handcrafted, it has an heirloom feel and is perfect for serv-

bellevuebotanical.org

BELLEVUE BOTANICAL GARDEN SOCIETY BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT Kathryn Carlson
VICE PRESIDENT Tracy Botsford
TREASURER Tere Kaulfus
SECRETARY Raymond Lai

ing wrapped treats and
candies or simply displayed
as a charming accent piece.
It brings a quiet touch of
nature to any table or shelf,
making it a lovely gift for

ho fi o
Jody Anderson, Koni Braman, Heather Burkey, anyonc who inds Joy

Charles Freedenberg, Lindsey Schwartz, Elaine Woo nature.
Whether you’re treat-

ing yourself or choosing

THE BUZZ TEAM
JG Federman, Tiare Gill, Tracy Landsman, Wendy Leavitt,
Darcy Mclnnis, Ciscoe Morris, Christa Roth,
Nita-Jo Rountree, Katherine Wankelman

something special for a
loved one, we look forward

SUBMIT A QUESTION FOR CISCOE MORRIS to welcoming you into The

askciscoe@bellevuebotanical.org Trillium Store.
CONTACT THE BUZZ TEAM
buzzteam@bellevuebotanical.org

Photo Credits, this issue:

Cover, James Gagliardi; Page 2, top, unknown; bottom, Nancy Strahle; page 3,
Darcy Mclnnis; Pages 4 & 5, Nita-Jo Rountree; Page 6, top, Brian Woolman;
bottom, Paul Reeves; Page 7, top, Mary Morris; bottom, EQ Roy; Page 8, top,
Daniel Mount; bottom, Sue Olsen; Page 9, PNWNature; Page 10, Tom Meaker;
Page 11, top, Valeri Honcharuk; bottom, Johannes Stoll; Page 12, Nicole
Stremlow Monahan; Page 13, Christopher Cox; Page 14, Lisa Wissner-Slivka;
Page 15, Shannon Darrow; Page 16, Megan Lim.

Spring Store Hours

Daily, 10am-4pm
Closed Easter Sunday, April b
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Apr 2, 7-8:30pm bbgsoffice@bellevuebotanical.org

Trilliums in Colored Pencil,
Apr 4, 1pm-3pm

Foraging for Basketry and Wild
Crafts, Apr 11, 10am-12pm

Introduction to Cordage,
Apr 11, 1pm-4pm

Growing Your Diasporic Garden,
Apr 16, 7pm-8:30pm

Pilates for Gardeners,
Apr 17, 2-3pm; May 8, 2-3pm

EarthFest, April 18, 11am-3pm

Earth Day Forest Bathing,
Apr 22, 10:30am-12:30pm

Seattle Waterfront Tour, &Y, The Bellevue Botanical Garden
Apr 24, 10-11:30am, and May b, '..‘ Society is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
10-11:30am organization that supports the

Bellevue Botanical Garden.
Native Plant Sale, April 25,
10am-2pm

NPA Spring Plant Sale,
Apr 26, 10am-1pm

Be A Garden Nurturer,

Apr 30, Tpm-8:30pm o A | Save the Date!

Fuchsias & Daylilies Sale,

May 2, 9am-2pm Tafy e .
| 4 e A -
Gardening with Fewer Chemicals, . ; , : ¥ < o
May 7, 7pm-8:30pm _ ol e o m thg

Flower Hour: The Rock Garden,

Hua Yuan School of Chinese Floral IS SIS x { |

Art Exhibition,
May 16 & 17, 10am-5pm

Our Vision: Through education and community
involvement, we inspire all generations to advance
Northwest horticultural knowledge, and preserve
natural beauty and our local ecology.

Ecoprint on Paper, May 16, ": _ | Fri., Aug 28, 12-5pm
= e W I3 Sat., Aug 29, 10am-5pm

Habitats at Home, May 16, 1-2:30pm [ =iy Sun., Aug 30, 10am-3pm

Rock Garden Plant Sale, el 7R e Bellevue Botanical Garden
May 30, 10am-1pm % : \ :

Annual Meeting & Trillium
Celebration, June 2, 5:30-7:30pm

Garden Art | Music | Food

Fern Fest Sale, June 6, 9:30am-4pm : E Details at

Chado Demonstration & Chabana : artsinthegardenbellevue.org
Exhibition, Jun 13, 11am-3pm } :

NPA Summer Plant Sale,
Jun 21, 10am-1pm

Solstice Evening Shinrin Yoku iy : .
Walk Jun 22, 5:30—7pm L g , Featured artist Megan Lim, MALA Glass Art
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